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Dear Sir or Madam:

RE:  Fall Prevention/Protection Awareness
The purpose of this letter is to launch an initiative to help reduce or eliminate fall hazards in Michigan workplaces.  

This letter provides important information on fall hazards associated with construction work and Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) requirements for fall protection and employee training.  Employee training can help reduce or eliminate injuries and fatalities and help ensure compliance with MIOSHA standards.

Falls accounted for 21 percent of the more than 200 workplace fatalities investigated by MIOSHA in the past five years.  In construction, the number is even higher at 37 percent of fatalities investigated.  The falls must stop!  National data indicates that in the United States in 2006, there were 809 fatalities from falls, and 234,450 injuries from falls involving days away from work.

The six occupations below accounted for 87 percent (703) of the 809 fall fatalities in 2006:

1. Construction and extraction occupations – 415;

2. Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance occupations – 80;

3. Installation, maintenance, and repair occupations – 75;

4. Transportation and material moving occupations – 59;

5. Management occupations – 49;

6. Production occupations – 25.

Construction Safety Standard Part 45, Fall Protection, delineates requirements for:  training and fall protection; guardrail systems; safety net systems; personal fall arrest systems; alternative fall protection measures; and/or fall protection plans.  An Accident Prevention Program (APP) that includes supervisor and employee training helps to prevent injuries and death and is required by Construction Safety Standard Part 1, General Rules.  MIOSHA data from accident inspections indicates that a majority of construction employers were cited for an inadequate accident protection plan and/or lack of adequate task training.

MIOSHA is initiating this proactive campaign to increase awareness of fall hazards associated with the construction industry, highlight the need for appropriate fall protection, and to help ensure that employees receive the training required by Construction Part 45 and Part 1.

Employees must be trained on the following issues:

· Use of at least one of the following whenever employees are exposed to a fall hazard, in accordance with the applicable rule:  Guardrail Systems; Safety Net Systems; Personal Fall Arrest Systems.
· Cover or guard floor holes immediately.

· Survey the site before working and continually audit as work continues.
· Construct all floor hole covers so they will effectively support two times the weight of employees, equipment, and materials that may be imposed on the cover at any one time.  Covers must be secured and color-coded or marked with the words “HOLE” or “COVER.”
· Ensure that employees are trained on the use of fall prevention and/or fall protection systems, and any alternative fall protection measures and/or any fall protection plan that is in place.
· Be aware of the industry-specific compliance alternatives for homes and certain apartment or condominium buildings.
In general, it is better to provide fall prevention systems such as guardrails, than fall protection systems such as safety nets or fall arrest devices, because fall prevention systems provide more positive protection. 

Employees must be able to recognize the hazardous condition before an accident occurs.  It is the employer’s responsibility to ensure that their employees possess, at a minimum, adequate training on the above issues and all other training required by standards specific to the work operation or exposure.  Proper training can reduce accidents, related costs and lost production, as well as prevent MIOSHA citations and penalties.

This letter is being sent to Michigan construction employers identified as having work activities where employees may be exposed to fall hazards and to offer information and training.

The MIOSHA Consultation Education and Training (CET) Division will be scheduling a series of workshops on fall awareness training.  If you are interested in the training, please complete and return the enclosed self-addressed postcard.  Workshops will be scheduled based on employer response and posted on the CET Calendar on the MIOSHA website.  If you have questions or need additional information, please contact the MIOSHA CET Division at 517.322.1809.
Enclosed is a copy of MIOSHA Fatal Facts – Falls That Kill, and a resource list where more information is available.  Information on fall protection is available on the MIOSHA website; www.michigan.gov/miosha, click Fall Protection Awareness Training under MIOSHA Initiatives.  The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), www.niosh.gov, and the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), www.osha.gov, also have published information on fall hazards and protections.  You may also wish to contact your trade association, a safety training/educational consultant, or union training center for training opportunities.

Your support and interest in the safety and health of Michigan construction workers is appreciated.

Sincerely,
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Robert Pawlowski, Director



Connie O’Neill, Director

Construction Safety and Health Division 

Consultation Education and Training Division

MIOSHA Program




MIOSHA Program

Enclosures
7150 HARRIS DRIVE ( P.O. BOX 30643 ( LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-8143

www.michigan.gov/miosha  (  (517) 322-1814
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