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February 28, 2008
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City, State  Zip
Dear Sir or Madam:

RE:  Fall Prevention/Protection Awareness
The purpose of this letter is to announce a new outreach initiative to help reduce or eliminate fall hazards in general industry workplaces.  

This letter provides important information on fall hazards associated with general industry work and Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) requirements for fall protection and employee training.  Employee training can help reduce or eliminate injuries and fatalities and help ensure compliance with MIOSHA standards.

Falls accounted for 21 percent of more than 200 workplace fatalities investigated by MIOSHA in the last five years.  According to the most recent U.S. Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) data on workplace fatalities that occurred in 2006, falls were the second leading cause of workplace fatalities at 809, with highway incidents number one at 1,329.  Also during 2006 there were 234,450 injuries from falls involving days away from work.

The six occupations below accounted for 87 percent (703) of the 809 fall fatalities in 2006:

1. Construction and extraction occupations – 415;

2. Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance occupations – 80;

3. Installation, maintenance, and repair occupations – 75;

4. Transportation and material moving occupations – 59;

5. Management occupations – 49;

6. Production occupations – 25.

Because of the high rate of injuries and fatalities related to fall hazards, reducing these hazards is a focus of MIOSHA.  MIOSHA General Industry inspections will include review of fall exposures.  General Industry has a number of safety standards that address fall protection including:

1. General Industry Safety Standard Part 2, Floor & Wall Opening Stairways & Skylights.

2. General Industry Safety Standard Part 5, Scaffolding, Rule 511.

3. General Industry Safety Standard Part 33, Personal Protective Equipment, Rule 3390.

4. General Industry Safety Standard Part 53,  Tree Trimming & Removal, Rules 5313 and 5331.

5. General Industry Safety Standard Part 58, Vehicle Mounted Elevating Platforms, Rule 5832(7).

A chart of General Industry threshold heights requiring fall prevention/protection is available on the MIOSHA webpage at www.michigan.gov/mioshastandards. 

MIOSHA is initiating this proactive campaign to increase awareness of fall hazards associated with general industry to highlight the need for appropriate fall protection, and to provide information to assist employers comply with fall prevention/protection requirements.

Employees must be trained on the following issues:

· Use of at least one of the following whenever employees are exposed to a fall hazard, in accordance with the applicable rule a standard barrier with a mid-rail; or safety belt and lanyard, (positioning only) safety harnesses, and life line.

· Survey the work place before working and audit regularly.  Guard or cover any floor openings or holes immediately. 
· Construct all floor hole covers to effectively support three times the weight of employees, equipment, and materials that may be imposed on the cover at any one time.  
· Ensure that employees are trained on the use of fall prevention and/or fall protection systems, and any alternative fall protection measures.
General industry employees must be able to recognize hazardous conditions before an accident occurs.  It is the employer’s responsibility to ensure that their employees possess, at a minimum, adequate training on the above issues and all other training required by standards specific to the work operation or exposure.  Proper training can reduce accidents, related costs and lost production, as well as avoid MIOSHA citations and penalties.

This letter is being sent to Michigan general industry employers identified as having work activities where employees may be exposed to fall hazards and to offer information and training.  The MIOSHA Consultation Education and Training (CET) Division has occupational safety consultants who can assist you with fall awareness training.  If you have questions or need additional information, please contact the MIOSHA CET Division at 517.322.1809.  You may also wish to contact your trade association, a safety training/educational consultant, or union training center for training opportunities.

Enclosed is a copy of MIOSHA Fatal Facts – Falls That Kill, and a resource list where more information is available.  Information on fall protection is available on the MIOSHA website; www.michigan.gov/miosha, click Fall Protection Awareness Training under MIOSHA Initiatives.  The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), www.niosh.gov, and the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), www.osha.gov, also have published information on fall hazards and protections.  

Your support and interest in the safety and health of Michigan general industry workers is appreciated.

Sincerely,
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John Brennan, Director




Connie O’Neill, Director

General Industry Safety and Health Division 

Consultation Education and Training Division

MIOSHA Program




MIOSHA Program

Enclosures
7150 HARRIS DRIVE ( P.O. BOX 30643 ( LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-8143

www.michigan.gov/miosha  (  (517) 322-1814
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