2008 General Industry Fatalities
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There were 37 program-related fatal workplace accidents in Michigan in 2008.  Of those fatalities, 22 were accidents involving employees performing general industry activities.  The average age of the victims was 47, with the youngest being 19 and the oldest being 60.

January 05 − Oakland County − A 28-year-old maintenance worker was repairing a gas pipe when an explosion occurred.

January 08 − St. Joseph County − A 54-year-old maintenance worker was working on an electrical panel when an arc blast occurred.

January 11 − Wayne County − A 39-year-old supervisor of steel production was cleaning a belt conveyor when he fell to the floor below.

January 11 − Mason County − A 49-year-old truck driver was crushed between the dock plate and pit layout.

January 18 − Wayne County − A 45-year-old truck driver was electrocuted when the dumpster he was picking up came in contact with a power line.

February 08 − Kent County − A 49-year-old foreman was found crushed by a coil of steel.

March 03 − Calhoun County − A 59-year-old traffic supervisor was struck by a powered industrial truck.

March 20 − Gladwin County − A 52-year-old shift supervisor was burned by 220 degree water and steam from a sheet extruder machine.

March 31 − Wayne County − A 46-year-old maintenance supervisor fell through the roof of the building while opening a flue.

April 11 − Gladwin County − A 49-year-old general laborer was working on the dump box of a gravel hauler when the box fell, crushing him.

May 31 − Saginaw County − A 19-year-old skilled laborer was checking an open hopper on top of a railway car when he fell into the hopper and was engulfed in corn.

July 23 − Wayne County − A 40-year-old die setter was crushed between the top and bottom of the bolsters for a transfer press.

July 23 − Otsego County − A 47-year-old laborer fell approximately 60 feet while cutting down a tree.

July 23 − Oceana County − A 60-year-old laborer was driving a powered industrial truck when he was struck by a vehicle.

July 30 − Wayne County − A 48-year-old machine operator was caught in a gantry mill machine.

August 11 − Grand Traverse County − A 52-year-old tow truck driver was pinned underneath a vehicle he was helping along side of the road.

August 29 − Oakland County − A 47-year-old service technician fell from an extension ladder at the rear of a building.

October 07 − Jackson County − A 45-year-old truck driver was struck by a falling tree that was being removed from the road right of way.

October 13 − Van Buren County − A 59-year-old laborer was found inside a controlled environment room which had a non-respirable atmosphere.

November 03 − Chippewa County − A 57-year-old line supervisor was electrocuted while changing a fuse on a transformer.

November 15 − Wayne County − A 38-year-old senior fire fighter was inside the house on the second floor when the roof and walls caved in crushing him.

November 24 − Allegan County − A 57-year-old machinist was struck in the chest with the end of a paper roll which was under pressure.
