	Subject:  Emergency Eyewash Facilities


	Topic:  Eyewash Inspection Records


	Question:  I visited a small, one story, 20 station, dialysis facility.  They have a total of five eyewash stations and maintain a log of weekly inspections.  The log, however, just has one entry for all five eyewash stations.  In other words they have one date and one initial in the column on the form which reads, “All eye wash sink(s) turned on and checked weekly.  Working?  Yes or No.  If no, report immediately.  Is this acceptable?


	Answer:  Part 472. Medical Services and First Aid requires an employer to ensure that suitable facilities for quick drenching or flushing of the eyes and body are provided within the work area for immediate emergency use when the eyes or body of any person may be exposed to injurious or corrosive materials.  The frequency of inspection of said facilities and the minimum information that must appear in the record of inspection, is not stipulated in Part 472. Medical Services and First Aid.  The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standard Z358.1-2004 provides information on eyewash/shower facility maintenance, and recommends a weekly inspection/flush schedule.  MIOSHA often refers employers to ANSI Z358.1 as a source of guidance for protecting employees who may be exposed to injurious corrosive materials.  MIOSHA strongly recommends a weekly inspection schedule and maintenance of a written record of the inspections.  Therefore, the weekly inspection schedule implemented by the dialysis unit and written record (covering all five units on one form) identifying the inspector, the date of inspection, and the condition of the unit(s) is acceptable.  A health hazard bulletin published in 1986 found an amoeba dangerous to the eyes in eyewash stations (plumbed and self-contained).  The recommended inspection/flush schedule for eyewash stations, to avoid the growth of the amoeba, is weekly.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 472. Medical Services and First Aid


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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