	Subject:  Eyewash/Shower Facilities  


	Topic:  Safety showers in a biomedical laboratory


	Question:  What regulations pertain to safety showers in a biomedical laboratory?


	Answer:  Although this type of laboratory is covered by Part 431. Hazardous Work In Laboratories 

Standard, this standard does not have specific requirements related to safety showers.  Therefore 
Part 472. Medical Services and First Aid, R 325.47201(3) would be the applicable MIOSHA Standard.  This rule states that, “An employer shall ensure that suitable facilities for quick drenching or flushing of the eyes and body are provided within the work area for immediate emergency use when the eyes or body of any person may be exposed to injurious or corrosive materials.” 

MIOSHA has developed an enforcement instruction with guidelines/interpretations on eyewash or shower facilities, the Michigan Occupational Health Program Directive No. 93-4.  This directive states:  “The proximity of the emergency shower and/or eyewash facility shall be determined by the injurious or corrosive nature of the chemical(s) and/or its ability to cause tissue damage.  Chemicals considered to be highly corrosive (i.e., pH < 2.0 or > 12.5) or a chemical capable of causing severe tissue damage (ex: methyl ethyl ketone peroxide[MEKP]) must have an emergency shower and/or eyewash station, as appropriate, within 25 feet of the hazardous operation.  The location of the shower and/or eyewash facility should be clearly marked, well lighted, and easily accessible (i.e., no obstacles, closeable doorways, or turns).  Corrosive Materials of an Other Than Serious Nature (i.e., pH > 2 and < 4 or > 9 and < 12.5) must have an emergency shower and/or eyewash facility located within 100 feet of the hazard.”  PLEASE NOTE:  This directive is currently being revised. The new instruction will be available on-line at MIOSHA’s website as soon as it is completed. 
The determination as to whether an eyewash is adequate or a shower should be provided instead, should be made by the employer based on the following information:  the specific chemical in use and associated hazards; the nature and volume of the chemical used; the conditions under which it is used; and any other relevant information necessary to make this determination.  


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  



	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule: 


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 431. Hazardous Work In Laboratories
and Part 472. Medical Services And First Aid


	Additional Resources:  MIOSHA-STD-07-1R1, Application of Standards Requiring Emergency Eyewash/Shower Equipment.  

For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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