	Subject:  Cranes 



	Topic:  Safety Latches


	Question:  Does Part 18. Overhead & Gantry Crane Standard require a safety latch for the hook?

	Answer:  R408.11825 of Part 18. Overhead and Gantry Cranes requires a safety latch on hooks when it is necessary to retain the sling, chains, or other equipment under slack conditions.  A qualified person shall determine if a latch is practical or impractical or would create another hazard. 
The standard requires that the employer make the decision if the safety latch would be impractical or would create a hazard. The employer must also determine if there is a slack condition that would require a safety latch. A qualified person which could be one of their own employees, (as defined below) must be consulted by the employer when determining these conditions.
R408.11805 (6). "Qualified person" means a person who, through attainment of a recognized degree or certificate of professional standing or by extensive knowledge, training, and experience, has successfully demonstrated the ability to solve or resolve problems relating to the subject matter and work. 



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 18. Overhead & Gantry Cranes.



	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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