	Subject:  Hazwoper


	Topic:  Hazwoper applicability with law enforcement activities associated with methamphetamine laboratories (meth labs).


	Question:  Does the MIOSHA Part 430 Hazard Communication Standard, or Part 432 Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response (HAZWOPER) Standard, apply to a police department that deals with clandestine drug (meth) labs where they may come in contact with either raw or cooked chemicals?


	Answer:  The question implies that police department personnel will be responding to an active meth lab (i.e., may come in contact with either raw or cooked chemicals) and will be taking an active role in shutting down the lab.  These activities most certainly will present a potential emergency given the cooking processes and unsafe equipment, as well as the potential for deadly booby traps.  Therefore, these types of law enforcement activities would be considered an emergency response and the MIOSHA Part 432. HAZWOPER standard, starting at section R 326.52130, Rule 30, would apply.  With regard to training, MIOSHA Part 432 would require the following levels of training:

1. On Scene Incident Commander [Rule 33(6)] – If the police department will actively respond to such labs, at least one person on-site will have to be trained to the “incident command level.”

2. Hazardous Materials Technicians [Rule 33(4)] – If police personnel respond in an aggressive role (i.e., respond for the purpose shutting down the lab production, stopping a chemical release, etc.), they would need to be trained to at least the “hazardous materials technician level.”

3. First Responders at the Operations Level [Rule 33(3)] – If police personnel will perform defensive operations to protect people, property, or the environment (e.g., activities normally undertaken by fire departments to dyke/protect sewers and storm drains, etc.), they would need to be trained to at least the “first responders at the operations level.”

4. First Responders at the Awareness Level [Rule 33(2)] – If police personnel remain outside of the hot zone for purposes of perimeter control, they would need to be trained to at least the “first responders at the awareness level.”

Once an active meth lab has been made non-operational by properly trained HAZMAT personnel, and the site no longer represents an emergency (i.e., the site simply contains hazardous chemicals/waste and police evidence), police personnel could enter the area with HAZWOPER “awareness level” [see Rule 33(2)], hazard communication (MIOSHA Part 430/92), fire exits (MIOSHA Part 6), personal protective equipment (MIOSHA Part 433/33), and respiratory protection (MIOSHA Part 451) training and equipment, as appropriate.  This presumes that the policy agency will contract the removal and disposal of hazardous waste remaining after all evidence has been collected.  If a police agency will also handle the removal and disposal of hazardous wastes, then the agency must comply with the provisions of Rules 4 through 28 of MIOSHA Part 432.

A search of the Federal OSHA website revealed one letter of interpretation regarding fire fighting personnel (i.e., there was no letter specifically for police department personnel) responding to containers along a roadside that may contain meth lab chemicals.  08/01/2003 - Firefighter training requirements to respond to emergency releases, or potential emergency releases, of hazardous substance. 


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 33. Personal Protective Equipment
Part 92. Hazard Communication


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 430. Hazard Communication
Part 432. Hazardous Waste Operations And Emergency Response
Part 433. Personal Protective Equipment
Part 451. Respiratory Protection


	Additional Resources: Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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