	Subject:  Personal Protective Equipment


	Topic:  Life Jackets for Construction Operations

	Question:  What type of life jacket is required when working around water?  Our employees are currently wearing Class I and Class II Coast Guard approved life jackets and are complaining about them being so bulky and hot.  I’d like to buy them inflatable life vests, but can only find Class III vests.  Would this be acceptable? 


	Answer: Construction Safety Standard Part 6 – Personal Protective Equipment Rule 636 (1) states:
“Where a possibility of drowning exists, an employee working over or adjacent to water shall wear a life jacket or buoyant work vest. The life jacket or buoyant vest shall bear a label, “U.S. Coast Guard approved.” The jacket shall be of a type to roll the wearer face up, if unconscious.”
U.S. Coast Guard approved life jackets or vests are rated as prescribed below:
A Type I PFD – Off Shore Life Jacket is designed to turn most unconscious wearers to a face-up position in the water.  It is effective in all types of waters, especially where rescue may be delayed.

A Type II PFD – Near-Shore Buoyancy Vest will turn some unconscious wearers to a face-up position in the water although the turning is not as definite as with a Type I PFD.  It is intended for calm, inland water or where a quick rescue is possible.

A Type III PFD – Flotation Aid is good for conscious wearers in calm, inland water or where a quick rescue is possible.  It is designed so wearers can place themselves into a face-up position in the water.  It is more lightweight and comfortable for continuous wear. 
A Type IV PFD – A Throwable Device is not designed for use as a life jacket or vest. 
A Type V PFD – Special Use Device is intended for specific activities and should only be used in accordance with the approval conditions on its label.
Employers should evaluate all potential hazards to determine the appropriate life jacket, i.e. water conditions, type of work activities, heat or weather related conditions, rescue factors.  
The U.S. Corp of Engineer, U. S. Coast Guard, OSHA and most other State OSHA Agencies require workers to wear U.S. Coast Guard approved personal flotation devices that are marked or labeled Type I PFD, Type II PFD, or Type III PFD, or a Type V PFD that is marked of labeled for use as a work vest for commercial use or for use on vessels.  

A U.S. Coast Guard approved Type I PFD is the only life jacket that will meet the MIOSHA requirement to “roll the wearer face up, if unconscious”.  However, in order to provide consistency among the regulatory agencies, MIOSHA may consider Types II, III, and V PFDs to be a De minimis violation and no citation will be issued.  An inflatable vest may be used if it meets these requirements. 


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule: Part 6. Personal Protective Equipment, Rule 626 (1) 



	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  



	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  



	Additional Resources: For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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