	Subject:  Machine guarding


	Topic:  Safety mats to guard dangerous access points


	Question:  Where would I find information on the use and safe guards of safety mats - used for guarding?


	Answer:  Most of all of the MIOSHA General Industry safety standards address the guarding requirements for that standard in which equipment is identified. The employer can guard a point of operation or pinch point with the use of a safety mat if the applicable standard does not state the type of guarding to be used. An example is Part 24. Mechanical Power Presses requires the point of operation to have a barrier guard or presence-sensing device for the point of operation when operating with no hands in the die area for feeding or unloading. The safety mat can be used in some applications where the worker enters a hazard zone and places/removes a part and then steps out of the hazard zone and the cycles the machine such as a robot. To use a safety mat you must understand the guarding requirements of the equipment and that applicable standard. 



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  MIOSHA General Safety Standards


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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