	Subject:  Hazard Communication


	Topic:  Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) availability


	Question:  We are a carpet cleaning company with multiple vehicles.  Is it required by law to keep MSDS books in each vehicle?


	Answer:  It depends.  Paragraph 1910.1200(g)(9) of the Hazard Communication Standard reads:

“Where employees must travel between workplaces during a work shift, i.e., their work is carried out at more than one geographical location, the material safety data sheets may be kept at the primary workplace facility.  In this situation, the employer shall ensure that employees can immediately obtain the required information in an emergency.”

The Hazard Communication Standard (HAZCOM) standard is performance based.  The key to the answer is accessibility.  If the employees do not report to a central location, the written HAZCOM program and the appropriate MSDS would have to be maintained in the vehicles.  The employer must ensure that the written program and the MSDS are available and accessible. 


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 42. Hazard Communication, 1910.1200(g)(2)


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 92. Hazard Communication, 1910.1200(g)(9)


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 430. Hazard Communication, 1910.1200(g)(9)


	Additional Resources:  MIOSHA Agency Instruction STD 04-1 "Application of the Hazard Communication Standard (HCS)”

For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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