	Subject:  Scaffolds and Scaffold Platforms



	Topic:  Parameters of Mudsills



	Question:  What are the parameters for mudsills, i.e. size, shape and construction?


	Answer:  The purpose of a mudsill is to provide a suitable foundation that supports the load of the scaffold, materials, and workers without collapse or shifting of one component or the entire scaffold.  Mudsills distribute the scaffold load over the ground area. 

Scaffold loads and soil capacity must be determined by a competent person, with the size and shape of mudsills designed accordingly.  No one size or shape will fit all situations.  

Most manufacturers recommend using 2”x10” planks spanning under a minimum of two supports and extending past the frame.  Base plates should be centered on the mudsill and secured to prevent movement.  Screw jacks are also recommended to ensure the scaffold is level and plumb.  



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 12. Scaffolds & Scaffold Platforms, Rule 408.41210 (11)


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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