	Subject:  Design Safety Standards for Electrical Systems


	Topic:  Blocking Electrical Panels


	Question:  There is a standard that bans storage in a manner that blocks access to electrical panels.  Is material stored on a wheeled cart (movable without mechanical assistance) that blocks an electrical panel a violation of the standard?


	Answer: Yes.

 

Paragraph 1910.0303(g)(1)of the Design Safety standard reads:

“Working space about electrical equipment.  Sufficient space shall be provided and maintained about all electrical equipment to permit ready and safe operation and maintenance of such equipment.” 



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 39. Design Safety Standards for Electrical Systems 


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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