	Subject:  Lockout/Tagout


	Topic:  The exemption from the lockout standard, Part 85, as it pertains to electric power generation facilities.


	Question:   Does the exemption include the following:

a. Coal handling equipment

b. Water treatment equipment

                     
c.    Powered equipment used in the maintenance department facility (lathe, drill press, etc) given that a red tag system has historically proven to be effective in preventing the unexpected activation of equipment under service or repair?                     


	Answer: Part 85 Control of Hazardous Energy Sources (a) Scope, application and purpose. 

(1) Scope. (i) This covers the servicing and maintenance of machines and equipment in which the unexpected energization or start up of the machines or equipment, or release of stored energy could cause injury to employees. This standard does not cover installations under the exclusive control of electric utilities for the purpose of power generation, transmission and distribution, including related equipment for communication or metering.
 a) If the coal handling equipment is integral to the generation of power, then it would be covered under Part 86, not 85.
 b) Water treatment and maintenance-related equipment is usually not considered integral to the generation of power, therefore, would be covered under Part 85.
c) Part 86 Power Generation, Transmission, and Distribution, Rule (d) “Hazardous energy control (lockout/tagout) procedures.” (1) “Application.” The provisions of paragraph (d) of this section apply to the use of lockout/tagout procedures for the control of energy sources in installations for the purpose of electric power generation, including related equipment for communication or metering. Locking and tagging procedures for the deenergizing of electric energy sources which are used exclusively for purposes of transmission and distribution are addressed by paragraph (m) of this section.
NOTE 1: Installations in electric generation facilities that are not an integral part of, or inextricably commingled with, power generation processes or equipment are covered under Part 85. 

NOTE 2 Lockout and tagging procedures that comply with paragraphs (c) through (f) of Part 85 will also be deemed to comply with paragraph (d) of this section if the procedures address the hazards covered by paragraph (d) of this section.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule: Part 85. The Control of Hazardous Energy Sources; Part 86. Electric Power Generation, Transmission, and Distribution


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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