	Subject:  Press Controls 


	Topic:  Press control redundancy: MIOSHA requirements and ANSI recommendations


	Question:  Does MIOSHA require dual redundancy with back checking for clutch/brake stamping press controls as ANSI standards recommend or can controls using relay logic be used?


	Answer:  MIOSHA is required to enforce the rules specified in MIOSHA standards.  ANSI standards are industry standard recommendations.  Normally MIOSHA does not enforce ANSI standards, even if they are more stringent than our own, unless they have been adopted and referenced in a MIOSHA standard. 
There is no rule in Part 24. Mechanical Power Presses, which states that relay logic is not an acceptable method of control reliability. Relay logic has been an accepted method in the industry and will continue to be unless there is a change in the MIOSHA standard.  Control reliability using relay logic is only a part of what is considered to be control reliability; other parts would be brake monitors, top stop cams, dual air valves and two hand controls.
We are assuming that the condition you are referencing in your question is related to employees who are operating a mechanical power press with hands in die.  This would be the situation when control reliability would be required on a part revolution power press.  Therefore the rules from Part 24. Mechanical Power Presses, that would apply are: R4081.2461 (2)(a); R4081.2424 and R4081.2429. 



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule: Part 24. Mechanical Power Presses 


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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