	Subject:  Machine Guarding


	Topic:  Presence Sensing Device Initiation/Interlock Guard Activation


	Question:  Can a light curtain and/or an interlocked guard be used to initiate the cycling of a machine?

	Answer:   Specific rules in Part 24. Mechanical Power Presses and Part 23. Hydraulic Power Presses do not allow for light curtains or interlocked guards to be used to initiate the cycling of machines.
Part 23. Rule 2341 (1) states: 

A presence sensing device shall be so designed and installed that, when the operator's hands or any other part of his body, disturbs the sensing field, the downward travel of the slide is prevented or stopped. This device shall not be used as a tripping means.
This same restriction is found in Part 24. Rule 2463(3). 
There are other MIOSHA Standard rules that may be used to issue citation: Part 62 or the General Duty Clause to prohibit use. Part 62 Plastic Molding Point of operation devices. Rule 6225. (2) states, “The [interlock] device shall not be used to initiate operation of the machine…” 
MIOSHA does not consider the use of light curtains and/or an interlocked guard as an activation device a best safety practice.  It is strongly recommended that, when considering this practice, all safeguarding and training requirements are met.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule: Part 24. Mechanical Power Presses

Part 23. Hydraulic Power Presses


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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