	Subject:  Other - Nonionizing Radiation


	Topic:  Standards on Electromagnetic Fields in the Workplace


	Question:  Does MIOSHA have any regulations concerning electromagnetic fields in a workplace?



	Answer: Yes.  MIOSHA Occupational Health Standard Part 382. Nonionizing Radiation, establishes an exposure guideline of 10 milliwatts per square centimeter (mW/cm2) as averaged over any possible 0.1 hour period.  The exposure guideline of 10 mW/cm2 is frequency independent and originates from the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), C95 Committee, and was first published in 1966. 

In 1996 the Federal Communication Commission (FCC) adopted a newer frequency dependant guideline for evaluating radiofrequency (RF) exposures.  MIOSHA enforcement industrial hygienists will often use the FCC’s limits to assess employee exposures to electromagnetic fields.  The exposure limits are calculated based on the frequency of the electromagnetic field that is being assessed.

Further information on electromagnetic/radio frequency radiation safety can be obtained from the US OSHA web site at http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/elfradiation/hazards.html and at the FCC’s web site at http://www.fcc.gov/oet/rfsafety/.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 30. Telecommunication


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 50. Telecommunication
Part 86, Electric Power Generation, Transmission and Distribution


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 382. Nonionizing Radiation


	Additional Resources:  NIOSH EMF – Electric and Magnetic Fields
For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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