	Subject:  Cranes 



	Topic:  Certification of Crane Riggers

	Question:  Does MIOSHA recognize any national certification for crane operation and/or rigging?  Will you in the future?  I understand that several states are requiring NCCCO certification now. California is one state.



	Answer:  MIOSHA currently has no requirement for NCCCO certification. General Industry Safety Part 18. Overhead & Gantry Cranes does state the following under R408.11852.

A rigger shall be trained in all of the following: 

· The requirements of general industry safety standard Part 18. "Overhead and Gantry Cranes," being R 408.11801 et seq., which is referenced in R 408.11807.

· Knowledge of general industry safety standard Part 49. "Slings," being R 408.14901 et seq., which referenced in R 408.11807.

· Knowledge of general industry safety standard Part 33. "Personal Protective Equipment," being R 408.13301 et seq., which is referenced in R 408.11807.

· Maximum capacity of the crane 

· Rigging procedures.

· Company rules and regulations

The standard also refers to Competent and Authorized persons.  As you can see by the following excerpt from the standard, they do not require any national certification.

"Competent person" means a person who has the necessary experience of the crane and equipment used in the lifting operation to carry out the function satisfactorily, who is capable of identifying an existing or potential hazard in surroundings, or under working conditions, that are hazardous or dangerous to an employee, and who has the authority and knowledge to take prompt corrective measures to eliminate the hazards.

"Qualified person" means a person who, through attainment of a recognized degree or certificate of professional standing or by extensive knowledge, training, and experience, has successfully demonstrated the ability to solve or resolve problems relating to the subject matter and work.

The employer can use an outside firm (national or local) to provide training and permits for the employer, as long as they meet the requirements of the standard.

NOTE: Part 18. was revised last in April 2002.  We do not anticipate another revision in the near future. When a standard is opened for revision, a notice is posted in the MIOSHA News.  If you're interested you can attend these committee meetings to see what changes are being proposed.   



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 18. Overhead & Gantry Cranes.



	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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