	Subject:  Fall Protection


	Topic:  High Pitch Roofing Fall Protection


	Question:  Is an OSHA approved harness system used properly all that is needed to comply with fall protection rules for the two scenarios below? Why is it so hard to find answers to these questions?
1. One roofing job is two stories with a 6/12 pitch and new construction.  We are installing standing seam steel panels.

2. The other job is a six-story roofing project that is a 10/12 pitch installing shingles.



	Answer:  Yes, a personal fall arrest system (PFAS) is an acceptable method of fall protection in both of your scenarios.  

A personal fall arrest system (PFAS) is described as a safety harness, lanyard, and a suitable anchorage point.  The specific criteria and proper use for a PFAS can be found in Construction Safety Standard Part 45 - Fall Protection Rule 1926.502 (d) “Personal fall arrest systems”.  

Both of your scenarios describe roofing work projects performed on steep roofs.  A steep roof is described as a roof having a slope greater than 4 in 12 (vertical to horizontal).  This rule is located in Construction Safety Standard Part 45 – Fall Protection, Rule 1926.501 (b) (11) which states:

Each employee on steep roof with unprotected sides and edges 6 feet or more above lower levels shall be protected from falling by guardrail systems with toeboards, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems. 

In addition, each employer is required to provide a training program for each employee who might be exposed to fall hazards and assure that each employee has been trained, as necessary, by a competent person qualified in fall protection and have written certification of the training.  These training requirements are located in 1926.503.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule: Part 45. Fall Protection, 1926.501(b)(11), 1926.502(d), & 1926.503 


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  



	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  



	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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