	Subject:  Fall Protection


	Topic: Roofing Work around Skylights and other Roof Openings


	Question: Is one safety monitor acceptable fall protection for roofers working around multiple skylights and/or other roof openings?


	Answer:  No, only one hole can be worked on at a time, all other inactive skylight openings and/or other roof openings shall be covered as prescribed in Part 45. Fall Protection, Rule 1926.502 (i) which states:

(i) “Covers.” Covers for holes in floors, roofs, and other walking/working surfaces shall meet the following requirements: 

(1) Covers located in roadways and vehicular aisles shall be capable of supporting, without failure, at least twice the maximum axle load of the largest vehicle expected to cross over the cover. 

(2) All other covers shall be capable of supporting, without failure, at least twice the weight of employees, equipment, and materials that may be imposed on the cover at any one time. 

(3) All covers shall be secured when installed so as to prevent accidental displacement by the wind, equipment, or employees. 

(4) All covers shall be color coded or they shall be marked with the word “HOLE” or “COVER” to provide warning of the hazard.
Because it only takes a second for an employee to step into or back into an open hole, the safety monitor is allowed to monitor only one opening at a time during roofing work.  When work has been completed at the one open roof opening/hole, it must be covered and marked first before removing the cover from another one.  
See drawing below:
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	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 45. Fall Protection, Rule 1926.501(b) (4) - Holes; 1926.501(b) (10) – Roofing Work on Low Slope Roofs; 1926.502(h) - Safety Monitoring Systems and 1926.502(i) - Covers.


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 



	Date Posted:  May 11, 2009

	CLICK HERE TO READ DISCLAIMER
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