	Subject:  Respirators


	Topic:  Repair of SCBAs – training requirements for technicians


	Question:  Who dictates the qualifications of the technician doing the testing/repair of self-contained breathing apparatuses (SCBAs) – the manufacturer or the state?  Secondly does the technician have to be trained only once, or does the technician have to be re-certified if the manufacturer requires re-certification?


	Answer:  Part 451. Respiratory Protection, Rule (h) (4) (i) states: “Repairs or adjustments to respirators are to be made only by persons appropriately trained….”  Rule (h) (4) (iii) states: “Reducing and admission valves, regulators, and alarms shall be adjusted or repaired only by the manufacturer or a technician trained by the manufacturer.”  Part 451. does not specify the frequency of technician training, does not require that the manufacturer certify technician training, and does not require that technicians be retrained and/or re-certified by the manufacturer.   The federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) defines “appropriate training” under (h) (4) on page 43, in a document called “Questions and Answers on the Respiratory Protection Standard”.  You may access this document at:  www.osha.gov-qna.pdf .  MIOSHA follows OSHA’s interpretation of an appropriately trained person:  “…an individual who has received training from the manufacturer or otherwise demonstrated that he/she has the skills to return the respirator to its original state of effectiveness.”    I

	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 451. 1910.134 (h)(4)


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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