	Subject:  Other - Securing Steel Coils to Pallets


	Topic:  Materials used to secure steel coils on wooden pallets 


	Question:  What type of materials (in straps, bands or clamps) are required to be used  to secure a full or partial steel coil to a wood pallet so that the coil remains secured to the wood pallet and does not uncoil?

	Answer:  Currently there are no specific MIOSHA rules/requirements that specify the types of materials that may be used in straps, bands or clamps, to secure steel coils to wood pallets.  However,  MIOSH Act 154, R 408.1011, Section 11(a), the General Duty Clause, requires employers to  “furnish to each employee, employment and a place of employment which is free from recognized hazards that are causing, or are likely to cause, death or serious physical harm to the employee.”   Therefore it is the obligation of an employer to be sure that all materials used to band steel coils, have the endurance and strength to safely secure steel coils.  The recommendations of manufacturers and design specifications of banding materials should be utilized to determine the suitability of a particular material used to secure steel coils.  A violation of the General Duty Clause could be cited if the process or materials used to band the steel coils is unsafe and poses a hazard to employees, i.e. if the banding materials used, are not strong enough to secure the steel coils, resulting in a steel coil unrolling and posing actual or potential serious physical harm to an employee.   


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  N/A


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Act 154


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  N/A


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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