	Subject:  Respiratory Protection


	Topic:  Storage of self-contained breathing apparatus used by firefighters


	Question:  What are the requirements for storage of self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) used by firefighters?  


	Answer:  Respirators, including self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA), must be properly stored to protect them against physical damage, contamination, excessive moisture, extreme temperatures, sunlight, and damaging chemicals.  Emergency use respirators (for example SCBAs) must be stored in compartments OR in covers, both of which must be clearly marked as containing the emergency respirators.  

It is important that the entire SCBA be covered particularly in a fire truck.  Debris, soot, dust, salt, or water must not be allowed to enter the facepiece of the respirator.  Should material get into the facepiece, the material could be blown into the employee's eyes, mouth, or nose. Further, debris could affect the seal of the respirator. This material could also cause corrosion of the harness, straps, and hoses.  Trip hazards, which could be caused by the cover, would be eliminated if the cover was affixed to the fire truck.  If designed well, the removal of a cover before boarding the fire truck would result in a negligible time delay.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 451. Respiratory Protection.  See rule 1910.134(h)(2).


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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