	Subject: Machine Guarding


	Topic:  Guards for on/off switches


	Question: Is there any requirement to have guards over the start/stop switches for small, plugged in, bench grinders and drill presses?  

	Answer: MIOSHA General Industry Safety Standard, Part 1. General Provisions states: “When unexpected motion would cause injury, an actuating machine control, except for an emergency device for a powered fixed or transportable machine, shall be guarded or located to prevent accidental actuation.”  

Depending on the type of machine and how the machine is used other MIOSHA Safety Standards may also apply.  These may include MIOSHA General Industry Safety Standards, Part 26. (Metal Working), Part 27. (Woodworking) and others.  However, in general if the unintentional actuation of an activating control presents a hazard the control must be guarded. 

	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  MIOSHA General Industry Safety Standard Part 1. General Provisions


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources: For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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