	Subject:  Part 554. Bloodborne Infectious Diseases 


	Topic:  Post Hepatitis Vaccination Testing Requirements


	Question:  Are employers required to provide post hepatitis vaccination testing, to determine adequate antibody (serologic) response, to all employees who are covered by Part 554. Bloodborne Infectious Diseases Standard?


	Answer:  The applicable rule in Part 554 is Rule 13 (2) which states: “An employer shall assure that all evaluations, procedures, vaccinations,  and postexposure prophylaxes are provided without cost to the employee, at a reasonable time and place, and according to current recommendations of the United States  Public Health Service, unless in conflict with this rule.”  Recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) of the US Public Health Service, state that post-vaccination testing to determine serologic response, should be done for a variety of immuno-compromised people/patients and healthcare workers who have contact with blood.  Therefore employers of healthcare workers need to provide post-vaccination testing to employees who are healthcare workers.  It is not necessary to do post-vaccination testing on non-health care employees; i.e. an employee whose main job is welding who is also a designated first aid provider.  
Note:  Previous OSHA/MIOSHA interpretations have indicated that employers may not require employees to have invasive medical procedures or tests.  Employees have the right to decline to have any invasive medical procedure or test.  Employers who make post vaccination testing available to healthcare employees at no cost to the employee and at a reasonable time and place, will be in compliance with the requirements of Rule 13(2).  This should be documented on the employee’s medical record in accordance with the requirements of Rule 15 of Part 554.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  N/A


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  N/A


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 554. Bloodborne Infectious Diseases


	Additional Resources:  The hyperlink below will take you directly to a document describing CDC hepatitis vaccination recommendations for adults.  CDC Hepatitis Vaccination Recommendations

For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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