	Subject:  Powered Industrial Trucks



	Topic:  Training


	Question:  Is there any formal training that we need to have for our forklift operators?
(scroll down to view pages 2-4)

	Answer: Yes, Please refer to the MIOSHA General Industry Safety Standard Part 21. on Powered Industrial Trucks Rule 4081.2152(2) and note the part of that Rule in RED which states:
R 408.12152. Training
(2) Training shall consist of a combination of formal instruction (e.g. lecture, discussion, interactive computer learning, videotape, written material), practical training, and testing of the operators performance in the workplace as required in R 408.12153. 
Please note that the rule above is only one part of the complete rule shown below. You will notice that the Rule above suggests that you can show a videotape, maybe on fork truck safety or provide written materials like the State safety standard itself or by holding a training class with open discussion on the use of fork trucks at your facility and on the requirements of Rule 2152(1)(2)(3)(4). Please observe that any part in RED is only meant to draw your attention to an important part of that rule. The next part of the rule shown above says provide practical training like how the employee will drive at the facility, watch them move skids, stack skids, or load and unload trucks, and to train them to watch out for other employees and aise ways.  Also noted in the rule above is a reference to Rule R4081.2153 on testing. This rule is included below for your reference. Finally the Rule that states that the employer must provide a Permit after all training and testing have been completed is also included in this response.
R 408.12152. Training. 
Rule 2152. (1) An employer shall provide training to the employee before the employee's assignment as an operator of a powered industrial truck. Instruction shall include all of the following: 
(a) Capacities of the equipment and attachments. 
(b) Purpose, use, and limitations of controls. 
(c) How to make daily checks.
(d) Practice and operating assigned vehicles through the mechanical functions necessary to perform the required job. 
(e) State safety standard rules 2171 to 2193 of Part 21 "Powered Industrial Trucks," being R 408.12171 to R 408.12193 of the Michigan Administrative Code. 
(f) Hazards associated with exhaust gases produced by fossil fuel powered industrial trucks 
Rule 2152. (2) is explained above as the basis of your original question.
12152.(3)
(3) Refresher training in relevant topics shall be provided to an operator under any of the following conditions: 
(a) An operator has been observed to operate the vehicle in an unsafe manner. 
(b) An operator has been involved in an accident or a near-miss incident. 
(c) An operator has received an evaluation that reveals that the operator is not operating the truck safely. 
(d) An operator is assigned to a different type of truck. 
 (e) A condition in the workplace changes that could affect safe operation of the truck.  
12152.(4)
(4) An evaluation of each operators performance shall be conducted before renewal of a truck operator permit. An individual who is authorized by the employer and who has the knowledge, training, and experience to train and evaluate the competence of the operator shall provide training and evaluation.

	Answer continued: 

R 408.12153. Testing. 
Rule 2153. (1) An employer shall test an employee before authorizing the employee to operate a powered industrial truck, except a motorized hand truck. The test shall check the employees: 

(a) Operating ability. 
(b) Knowledge of the equipment. 
(c) Knowledge of state safety standard rules 2171 to 2193 of Part 21. "Powered Industrial Trucks," being R 408.12171 to R 408.12193 of the Michigan Administrative Code. 
(d) Knowledge of daily checks. 

(2) A performance test shall be given to determine whether the employee can operate the assigned powered industrial truck through the functions necessary to perform the required work. 
(3) An employee who has a valid permit to operate a powered industrial truck issued by another employer may be tested as prescribed in this rule without meeting the training requirements of R 408.12152. 

R 408.12154. Permits. 
Rule 2154. (1) An employer shall provide the employee with a permit to operate a powered industrial truck only after meeting the requirements prescribed in R 408.12151, R 408.12152, and R 408.12153. A permit is optional for operators of motorized hand low lift trucks. 
(2) An employee being trained is exempt from the permit requirement for a period of not more than 30 days, provided the employee is under the supervision of an individual who is authorized by the employer and who has the knowledge, training, and experience to train operators and to evaluate their competence, and that the training period does not endanger the trainee or other employees. 
(3) A permit shall be carried by the operator or be available upon request by a department representative at all times during working hours. 
(4) A permit shall indicate the type of truck an operator has been trained on and is qualified to operate. 
(5) A permit to operate a powered industrial truck shall be valid only with the employer who issued the permit, and the permit shall be issued for a period of not more than 3 years and shall be consistent with subrule (2) of R 408.12151. An employee who is exempt under subrule (4) of R 408.12151 may continue to operate a powered industrial truck if the employee=s handicaps or inabilities do not prove detrimental to his or her task. 
(6) A permit shall contain the following information (see sample permit): 
(a) Firm name. 
(b) Operator's name. 
(c) Operator I.D. number, if any. 
(d) Name of issuing authority. 
(e) Type of truck authorized to operate. 
(f) Operator restrictions, if any. The permit shall state the nature of the restriction.
(g) Date issued. 
(h) Date expiring. 



	(7) A sample permit is set forth as follows:

                                    SAMPLE PERMIT 
INDUSTRIAL TRUCK OPERATOR PERMIT 

(firm name) 
OPERATOR'S NAME: 

OPERATOR'S NUMBER: 

IS AUTHORIZED TO OPERATE: 
(insert type of truck(s) authorized) 
RESTRICTIONS:(explanation of restrictions) 
DATE ISSUED: (month - day- year) 
DATE EXPIRING: (month - day- year) 
BY ISSUING AUTHORITY: ________________________ 
                                             TITLE 



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  N/A


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 21. Powered Industrial Trucks


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  N/A


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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