	Subject:  Eyewash/Shower Facilities


	Topic:  Required Minimum Number and Travel Distance 


	Question:  Is there a minimum number of eyewash / shower locations and a minimum travel distance required in a laboratory?


	Answer:  There is no minimum or maximum number of emergency eyewash / showers that are required in a laboratory facility.  The number is determined by several factors.  An eyewash / safety shower is required whenever employees have potential exposure to materials that are injurious or corrosive.  The definition of an injurious or corrosive material is that its pH is < 4 or > 9.  A highly corrosive material or a material capable of causing severe tissue damage is defined as having a pH < 2.0 or > 11.5.  This would include certain organic materials at concentrations known to cause severe tissue damage.  An eyewash must be provided within 100 feet of an operation where employees use an injurious or corrosive material.  The maximum travel distance is reduced to within 25 feet of an operation where employees use a highly corrosive material or an organic material capable of causing severe tissue damage.  The location of the eyewash and/or shower facility shall be easily accessible.  The pathway must be free of obstacles like closeable doorways and should be clearly marked and well lighted.  


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 472. Medical Services and First Aid ; Part 431. Hazardous Work in Laboratories


	Additional Resources: Agency Instruction MIOSHA-STD-07-1R1, Application of Standards Requiring Emergency Eyewash/Shower Equipment

For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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