	Subject: Fall Protection


	Topic:  Window Washing


	Question:  A window washing company requires their window washers to straddle the window sill and lean out to wash windows in a high-rise apartment building.  What are the safety requirements?


	Answer: Part 5. Scaffolding, Rule 511(2) reads: Except where a ladder or a self-propelled vehicle mounted elevating platform is provided, an employee engaged in work that cannot be done safety from the ground or from solid construction shall be provided a scaffold from which to work or shall wear a safety harness and lifeline. The method to control the hazard of leaning out of the window would be fall protection. According to Part 33. Personal Protective Equipment, Rule 3390, a safety harness for the employee and a safety lanyard attached to the safety harness and tied off appropriately to a building structural member capable of supporting a dead weight of not less than 5,400 pounds shall be used.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 5, Scaffolding and Part 33, Personal Protective Equipment



	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  General Industry Threshold Heights Requiring Fall Prevention/Protection Chart (CET #0171)
For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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