MIOSHA News Quiz – Winter 2009

Topic:  Equipment Use at Construction Sites

By:  Bob Pawlowski, Director
Construction Safety and Health Division

Questions − True or False

1. Earth moving equipment (scrapers, loaders, crawler or wheel tractors, bulldozers, off-highway trucks, graders, agricultural and industrial tractors and similar equipment) with an obstructed view to the rear must be equipped with a reverse signal alarm audible above the surrounding noise level.

2. Inspection of cranes, derricks and excavation equipment must be conducted by a “Qualified Person.”
3. While working out of an aerial work platform, the employee is required to don a safety harness that has a lanyard affixed to an attachment point provided and approved by the manufacturer.
4. Seat belts are required on all material handling equipment used at a construction site.
5. The employer is required to comply with the manufacturer’s specifications and limitations applicable to the operation of cranes, derricks, and excavation equipment.
6. It is the employer’s responsibility to ensure that an employee has adequate knowledge of, and is capable of operating, cranes, derricks or excavation equipment before assigning the employee to operate the equipment.
7. Employees cannot exit an elevated aerial work platform under any circumstances.
8. An employee must be trained and certified by the employer to operate a powered industrial truck.
9. The employer can make modifications or additions to a piece of lifting or hauling equipment, which may affect the capacity or safe operation of the equipment, as long as the modification is approved by a “Qualified Person.”
10. The employer is required to conduct frequent inspections (daily to monthly) and periodic inspections (1 to 12 months) on cranes, derricks or excavation equipment.
Answers

1. False – Part 13, 1926.602 (a) (9) (ii) allows as an alternative; a signal employee with the ability to communicate with the operator of the equipment, that it is safe to back up.
2. True – Part 10, Rule 1012a (1) requires that an annual inspection be conducted by a qualified person.  Rule 1004a (11) defines a “Qualified Person.”
3. True – Part 32, Rule 3209 (11) addresses this issue.  The fall protection equipment must also be in compliance with Part 45.
4. False – Part 13, 1926.602 (a) (2) states that seat belts need not be provided for equipment that is designed only for stand-up operation, or for equipment that is not equipped with a roll-over protection structure.
5. True – This issue is addressed in Part 10, Rule 1006a (1).
6. True – This issue is addressed in Part 10, Rule 1009a.
7. False – Part 32, Rule 3209 (14) allows employees to exit when the work area is inaccessible or hazardous to reach by other means with the knowledge and consent of the employer.  When employees exit to unguarded work areas, they must be provided and use appropriate fall protection equipment.
8. True – Part 13, 1926.602 (d) addresses training and certification of operators.
9. False – Part 13, 1926.602 (c) (ii) requires that such modifications or additions be approved by the manufacturer of the equipment.
10. True – These issues are addressed in Part 10, Rule 1012a.
