	Subject:  Personal Protective Equipment


	Topic:  Workplace clothing – Hazard assessment


	Question:  I work in a small factory that uses CNC machines to cut iron transmission parts.  Is there any reason that we could not wear shorts in the hot summer months?


	Answer:  The Personal Protective Equipment standard, Part 33, specifies that the employer shall assess the workplace to determine the hazards that necessitate the use of personal protective equipment for their employees.  The types of pants that will be permitted for body protection are part of this assessment.   The employer is to have each employee use the personal protective equipment that will protect the affected employee from the hazards identified by the hazard assessment.  In a metal working environment there will likely be metal trimmings, solvents and cutting fluids that will likely eliminate shorts as a consideration for permissible body protection.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  



	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 33. Personal Protective Equipment


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 433. Personal Protective Equipment


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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