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SUBMITTED: June 8, 2009

MEMORANDUM TO THE DIRECTOR
Information: Natural Resources Commission
Subject: Closure of Certain Forest Roads, Midlandr@y

Land Use Order of the Director Amendment No. 12@39
FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Authority:

The Natural Resources and Environmental Prote&ainl1994 PA 451, as amended (NREPA),
authorizes the Director to issue orders to impldnteerd use rules.

Discussion and Background

Gladwin Management Unit staff is recommending tloswure of all forest roads located in
Sections 7 and 18, T13N, RO1W, Porter Township,2&ctions 1, 12, and 13, T13N, RO2W,
Jasper Township, Midland County. These closuresezommended on all roads within this
area, with the exception of the first 1/8 mile freime perimeter of state land which will allow
access for parking and camping. The roads muslolsed for the following reasons:

Chevron Environmental Management Company has veduad, at their own expense, to
remediate the oil well sites in this area, whictiudes up to 70 sites, known as the Porter Oil
Field. The remediation may take as many as fo@iveryears to complete. The closure of
the roads in this area will help to ensure a safek environment for the remediation, as
well as providing for public safety. In additichjs area contains extensive wetlands and a
majority of the existing roads are very wet. Thés contributed to extensive illegal ORV
use, which has resulted in substantial damagete &nd. There have also been additional
issues of trash dumping in the area. Some ofdads that are recommended for closure are
utilized by adjacent landowners to access theip@my. In preparation for this closure,
Forest, Mineral and Fire Management staff has webekdensively with these landowners to
determine other means of access. To date, thigesdiave been fairly successful. In order
to maintain access to the area for hunters, tr@metendation is for these closures to be in
effect year around, with the exception of Novembéirough December 31 each year. The
opening of the roads during this time period wilba for access during the fall hunting
season. Staff recommendations include closurkeofdads and blocking access with gates,
posts, or natural material.
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The Northern Lower Peninsula (NLP) Ecoteam has lodermed of the need for these road
closures. The closures have been reviewed ansbpported by the NLP Ecoteam.

Recommendatian

This Order is being submitted for information amhsideration. This item will appear on the
Department’s June 29, 2009 calendar and may bibleligpr approval on August 13, 2009.
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LAND USE ORDERS OF THE DIRECTOR

Amendment No. 10 of 2009

By authority conferred on the Director of the Depaant of Natural Resources by section 504 of 19844B1,
MCL 324.504, and pursuant to R 299.671 and R 299d32he Michigan Administrative Code, it is ordérdat the
following order of the Land Use Orders of the Dimecshall read as follows:

4.43 Midland county, motorized vehicles upon certain state-owned lands, prohibited conduct;
Midland ORV trail and certain ORV routes in Midland county, temporary closure to vehicles,

Kawkawlin creek flooding, prohibited conduct.

Order 4.32 (1) A person shall not operate a maotdrizehicle upon state-owned lands lying south gfilvay US-
10 in sections 9 and 10; lying north of the saleriin section 15; and lying north of Saginaw raadection 16,
T15N R1W, Midland county.

(2) A person shall not operate any motorized vehigbon the state designated Midland ORV trail atigero
designated ORV routes within T15N R1W, T16N R1IW6NIR1E, and T16N R2E, Midland county.

(3) The following regulations shall apply to thewdawlin creek flooding located in sections 17 a@j T16N
R2E, Midland county:

(a) A person shall not enter into or upon the damtml structure of the east dike in section 17.

(b) A person shall not park or camp upon eithersiingth or east dikes.

(c) A person shall not camp in a designated par&ieg within the Kawkawlin creek flooding.

(d) A person shall not use or operate a motorizgucle on the south and east dikes, except thatotd on the
east dike will be open to such vehicles from Auglstthrough February 1 unless temporarily closedthzy
department during erosive, wet weather conditions.

(4) A person shall not operate a wheeled motorizelticle on state-owned land located in section TTHN
R1W, commonly known as the turtle pond area, extmphe black creek campground located north atklicreek
and the turtle pond access road and parking area.

(5) A PERSON SHALL NOT OPERATE A WHEELED MOTORIZED VEHICLE BETWEEN THE
DATES OF JANUARY 1 AND NOVEMBER 6 ON STATE-OWNED LAND LOCATED IN SECTIONS 7

AND 18, T13N RO1IW AND SECTIONS 1, 12 AND 13, T13N R02W, MIDLAND COUNTY, EXCEPT ON
THE ROAD SEGMENTSOPEN FOR USE WITHIN /8 MILE OF THE PERIMETER OF STATE LAND.

This amended order shall be posted on or after i, 20009.

Issued on this 3day of August, 2009

Rebecca A. Humphries
Director



