
XIV. APPENDICES 
 
Appendix A.  Stakeholder Participation - Invitation 
 
Forest Legacy Assessment - Your Ideas Needed 
Your input is being requested as part of the Michigan Forest Legacy Needs Assessment.  To keep private forestland 
intact, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources is working with other government agencies, nonprofit organizations 
and the public to begin Michigan’s participation in the Forest Legacy Program.  Funded by the U. S. Forest Service 
Cooperative Forestry Program, Forest Legacy provides federal grants to states to protect private forestland from being 
converted to non -forest uses (urban residential).  
 
Forest Legacy programs are guided by an individual state plan describing the need for the Forest Legacy Program, 
identifying where forests are being converted and explaining how the State proposes to manage the Forest Legacy 
Program. These state plans are called an Assessment of Need and are shaped by public involvement. The Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources has contracted with The Nature Conservancy to complete the Forest Legacy Needs 
Assessment. The Nature Conservancy is working with The Conservation Fund to facilitate public involvement. The Forest 
Legacy Assessment process will gather and evaluate a variety of geographic and environmental information. In addition, a 
critical component is to measure the interest and concerns of stakeholders who may be involved in the future of private 
forestland 
 
The Forest Legacy Program is a voluntary program that resulted from the Federal Cooperative Forestry Act, amended in 
the 1990 Farm Bill.  Funds are available to acquire either an interest in land (easements) or the land itself from 
landowners wanting to participate.  In most cases, title to these lands or interests in the lands will be vested in state or 
local governments.  
 
You have a couple ways to give your input on the Forest Legacy Needs Assessment that include attending public 
meetings, reviewing the draft Assessment of Need or filling out the attached survey. You are also welcome to send 
comments to me at anytime during the process.  To get your name on a mailing list to receive a draft Assessment of Need 
please contact me at 616-426-8825 or at pkohring@conservationfund.org.  More information on the Forest Legacy 
Program can be found on the U.S. Forest Service website at http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/flp.htm 
 
Attached are a general description of the Michigan Forest Legacy Program and a copy of the survey.  
 
For further information about meetings, please call 616 -426-8825. 
 

Public Meeting Schedule 
City Date & Time Address 

South Haven August 16 
3:00 pm-5:00 pm 

Old Harbor Inn 
515 Williams St 

Grayling August 20 
7:00 pm- 9:00 pm 

Hartwick Pines 
M -93 

Marquette  August 21 
7:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Peter White Library 
217 N. Front Street  

mailto:"pkohring@conservationfund.org


Appendix B.  Forest Legacy Program Information 
 

Forest Legacy Program In Michigan 
Background 
 
The Forest Legacy Program (FLP) is a program that resulted from the Federal Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act, 
amended in the 1990 Farm Bill.  FLP was established to protect environmentally important forest areas that are 
threatened by conversion to non-forest uses.   
 
The development of Michigan’s forest areas poses an ever-increasing threat to maintaining the State’s valuable 
forestlands.  Forestlands not only supply timber products, but also provide wildlife habitat, watershed protection, and 
recreation and aesthetic values.  Fragmentation and parcelization across our State is resulting in the loss of these 
valuable ecosystems and the biological, economic and social values they provide.  
 
The FLP is a voluntary program that protects sensitive areas that are identified by the State.  The program encourages 
and supports the acquisition of conservation easements on privately owned forestlands.  These easements are legally 
binding agreements that transfer a negotiated set of property rights from one party to another.  The property remains in 
private ownership.  There is also the option of acquiring the property through a full fee purchase. 
 
To participate in FLP, the proposed property must meet the following National criterion: 
 

• Be an environmentally important forest area that is threatened by conversion to non-forest uses 
• Provide opportunities for the continuation of traditional forest uses (i.e. forest management, timber harvesting, 

recreation) 
• The landowner must have a multi -resource management plan prepared and approved.  
 

In addition to the gains associated with the sale or donation of property rights, landowners may also benefit from reduced 
taxes associated with limits placed on land use. 
 
Forest Legacy Program 
 
In order to become a participant in FLP, Michigan must have the Governor designate a State Lead Agency and conduct 
an Assessment of Need (AON). The AON provides information on specific sensitive and critical forested areas in 
Michigan, as well as identifies programs that already exist in Michigan that addresses these areas.  Once this is 
completed and approved by the USDA Forest Service, Michigan can access FLP funds.  In other states, the State Lead 
Agency has been the equivalent of Michigan’s DNR Forest, Mineral and Fire Management Division.  Administration of the 
Forest Legacy Program would lie within the state lead agency.  The  FLP requires the state to have an advisory 
committee. This advisory group would advise the State Lead Agency on setting program criteria, developing an 
application process and reviewing applications.  Currently, there are several advisory committees who may be interested 
in becoming involved with the FLP, or a new advisory committee specific to FLP could be formed. 
 
USDA Forest Service funds are available to help prepare the AON.  Attached is criterion that is required in the AON.  
Using USDA Forest Service funds, and possible support from other organizations, the State Lead Agency could either 
prepare the AON internally or contract the work to an outside organization.  
 
Proposed Steps: 
 
1. The MDNR commits to support the Forest Legacy Program and preparing the AON. 
 
2. The MDNR requests the Governor designate a State Lead Agency.  
 
3. The MDNR requests a USDA Forest Service grant to assist in the preparation of the AON. 
 
4. The State Lead Agency develops the Assessment of Need. 
 
5. The Assessment of Need is submitted to the USDA Forest Service for review and approval.  
 

                                                 
  



Forest Legacy Program –  National Funding History 
 
The Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act directs that the maximum Federal contribution for total FLP costs may not 
exceed 75% .  The USDA Forest Service position is that at least 25% of these costs may be matching funds or in-kind 
contributions from non-Federal sources, including States and non-profit organizations.  Non-federal contributions may 
include direct costs and indirect costs associated with any of the planning, acquisition, capital improvement, management, 
or administrative activities.  
 

National Forest Legacy Program - Budget History 
FY1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001       
                                                      (Thousands of dollars) 
  4,938 9,915 6,948 6,688 3,000 2,000 4,000 7,012 29,933 59,768  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The FLP is a voluntary conservation easement program to protect critical forest ecosystems that are in danger of becoming 
fragmented, and eventually disappearing.  The FLP is currently being well supported by the Federal Government, and USDA 
Forest Service expects this support to continue.  Currently, 22 states and territories are active in FLP.  Twelve states are 
developing AON plans or are considering beginning the planning process.  With Michigan’s Great Lakes and unique systems, we 
need to also consider becoming a part of the Forest Legacy Program.  

                                                 
  Prepared by Kathie Arney, Forest Stewardship Coordinator, July 25, 2001 



Appendix C.  Michigan Forest Legacy Proposed Project Information Form 
 
Date: _______________________ 
 
 
Project Title : 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Name, Mailing and E-mail Address, Telephone Number, & Contact Person of Landowner:  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Name, Mailing and E-mail Address, Telephone Number, & Contact Person of Partner Organization:  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Land Protection Method (easement or fee) and Proposed Management & Monitoring Entity: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project Abstract: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________   
 
Total Project Cost (provide detail of acquisition, management and other costs including legal, survey and appraisal costs):   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________   
 
Dollars Requested:  
  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Matching Funds to be provided, including funds for stewardship (state dollar amount and source of funds:   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ _______________________  
 
 
Landowner signature    Date 
 
__________________________  _______________________
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Appendix D.  Michigan Forest Legacy Program - Minimum Eligibility 
Requirements  

 
1. A minimum of 75% of the parcel acreage meets the definition of “forestland” 

as defined by the United States Forest Service.   
 

2. More than 50% of the land meets Michigan’s commercial forest land 
standards as defined in Part 511 of the PA 451 of 1994 and capable of 
providing a sustainable flow of forest products.   Exceptions to this 
requirement may be made only on a case by case basis as deemed 
appropriate by the MDNR and the Forest Stewardship Advisory Committee.   

 
3. Parcel threatened by immediate, present or future conversion to non-forest 

uses.   
 
 

4. Parcel provides for a minimum of  two public values as stated in Michigan’s 
Assessment of Need.  

 
 

5. Parcel has a MDNR/SAC approved Forest Stewardship Plan or other multi-
resource management plan written by a professional forester or other 
MDNR/SAC approved professional.    Summary of management plan must 
accompany application.  

 
 

6. Proposal provides for a minimum of twenty-five percent cost share of project 
costs and provides explicit accounting of how the cost share will be met.   
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Appendix E.  Michigan Forest Legacy Prioritization Check List for Parcel 
Evaluation 

 
 

Proposal/Tract Name ___________________________________ 
 
 

 
Weighted Point 
System Criteria (max = 20 pts) 
Low Med  Hi 

Total 
Points Comments 

Abuts Public Or Other Protected 
Land 

5 10 20   

Parcel Size 5 10 20   

Traditional Forest Uses Maintained 
W/ Approved Mgt. Plan 5 10 20   

Scenic Resources 5 10 20   

Public Access Allowed 5 10 20   

Known Historic/ Cultural 
Resources  

5 10 20   

Fish & Wildlife Habitat 5 10 20   

Riparian & Water Resources 5 10 20   

T&E Sp. Or Special Communities 5 10 20   

Other Ecological Values/Coastal 
Zone/Natural Rivers 

5 10 20   

Level Of Conversion Threat 5 10 20   

Identification Of  Completed  
Acquisition Activities 

5 10 20   

Commitment & Ability To Monitor, 
Manage, Administer And Enforce 

5 10 20   

Identification of All Parties 
Supporting this Project 

     

Money Leverage/25% Match 
Established 

5 10 20   

Identification Of National Benefits 5 10 20   

Complements Prior Federal 
Investment Or Federal Lands      

Partnerships Involved & And 
Identified 

5 10 20   

TOTALS      
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Appendix F. List of Rights Wishing to be Retained by Landowner  
 

It is important that the following section be carefully and fully completed.  This information will directly 
affect the desirability of the parcel as well as its appraised value and prioritized ranking.  Note that 
checking “yes” does not limit your ability to negotiate price and options in the future, it merely assists the 
Forest Stewardship Advisory Committee when evaluating your parcel.  
 
Indicate which of the following interest you desire to retain: (Those marked “yes” should be the rights you 
want to retain.  All other rights may become the property of the State of Michigan upon successful 
completion of negotiations between the State of Michigan and yourself.) 
 
 
Yes  No 
 
___  ___  Timber and wood product rights 
___  ___  Mushroom/herb and root/cra ft material collection  
___  ___  Mineral rights (unrestricted access to minerals)* 
___  ___  Mineral rights (restricted with limited surface occupancy)** 
___  ___  Oil and gas rights (unrestricted access to oil and gas)* 
___  ___  Oil and gas rights (restricted with limited surface occupancy)** 
___  ___  Right to limit or control public access 
 
    Retain control of the following recreational activities:  
___  ___  Hunting  
___  ___  Fishing 
___  ___  Camping 
___  ___  Hiking or other passive recreation 
___  ___  Bicycling/Mountain Bike Riding 
___  ___  Horseback Riding 
___  ___  Motorized Vehicle Access 
 
 
    Non-Forest Uses within easement area.*** 
___  ___  Grazing (amount of area ___acres)  
___  ___  Farming (amount of area ___acres) 
___  ___  Road Construction (other than for forest management/protection) 
___  ___  Buildings and other improvements (amount of area ___acres)  
 
___  ___  Other:_________________________________ 
 
 
*Retention of unrestricted mineral or oil/gas rights will exclude that portion of the tract from consideration 
in the Forest Legacy Program.  
**Retention of restricted mineral or oil/gas rights which allow less than 10% surface occupancy may be 
consistent with the Forest Legacy Program.  
***Total area of all non-forest uses cannot exceed 10% of the total tract area.   
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Appendix G Stakeholder Assessment Survey & Results 

 
MICHIGAN PRIVATE FOREST LAND ASSESSMENT SURVEY 

 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is assessing the status of Michigan’s private forestlands 
to determine the risks of conversion to non -forest uses.  This survey is part of the Forest Legacy Needs 

Assessment process. 
 

The Forest Legacy Needs Assessment will gather and evaluate a variety of geographic and 
environmental information.  In addition, a critical compone nt is to measure the interest and concerns of 

stakeholders who may be involved in the future of private forestland. Your answers to this questionnaire 
will provide valuable information.  Please take a few moments to complete the survey and return it to the 

mailing address or fax number by August 16, 2002.   
 

Please tell us about yourself: 
 

Note: All information will be used strictly for the purpose of the Forest Legacy Needs Assessment. None 
of the information will be used for any other purpose. 

 
Residence Zip Code:  _________________  County of Residence:  ______________  

 
>TOTAL:  28  

(Note: totals for each question may not match total number of surveys) 
 

What setting do you live in? (Please circle one) Urban/suburban/rural  
 

>Urban:1 
>Suburban: 2 

>Rural:  24 
 

Do you live in Michigan? Y/N  If so for how many years? 
 

>Less than one year:  0 
>1-5 years:   3  
>6-10 years:   0  

>greater than 11 years: 23 
 
 
 
 

Do you or someone in your household own 10 or more acres of Michigan forestland?   
 

>Yes:  17 
>No: 8 

 
What best describes your primary interest in private forestland conservation? I am a (please choose all 

that apply): 
 

>Federal/State government natural resources-related agency employee  8 
>County/Local government/tribal natural resources-related agency employee 6 

>Private land owner        17 
>Land-use planner        2 
>Forest/Timber industry employee      1 
>Conservation/land trust member or staff     6 
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>Elected federal/state/county/local (please circle one) public official   4  
>Private natural resource professional       2  
>Other: non-profit resource; water resource protection; planning commission  3 

 
 
 

Please choose your five (5) most important state-wide criteria for protection of critical private forest: 
 

Wetland/riparian issues  17  Threatened/Endangered Species 8 
Water quality/quantity  9  Unique Ecological Areas  10  

Hunting    5  Mineral/Gas/Oil Resources  1 
Fishing    2  Forest Timber Products   10 
Lakes, Rivers, Streams  8  Non-Timber Forest Products  1 

Motorized Recreation  1  Large Contiguous Forest   10 
Non-motorized Recreation 2  Flora/Fauna Species Diversity  10 
Wildlife Viewing   0  Wildfire Control Issues   0  
Scenic Landscape Viewing 1  Lifestyle Protection for Landowner  2  
Historical/Archaeological Sites 0  Private Property Rights   6  

Wildlife Habitat   12  Other (2): access; economic return  
Growth/Sprawl Control  19 

 
Please provide any other comments that you believe would be helpful to the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources as it conducts this assessment.   
 

[text comments reviewed and included as appropriate] 
 

Thank you very much for taking time to provide your valuable input.  
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Appendix H.  News Release for AON Public Hearings  
 

 NEWS RELEASE 
Michigan Chapter: 101 East Grand River • Lansing, MI 48906-4348 

Website: nature.org/michigan • Email: michigan@tnc.org 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Peg Kohring, The Conservation Fund 
September 5, 2002 (616) 426  -8825 or pkohring@conservationfund.org 
 Garret Johnson, Director of Gov. Relations 

(517) 316-2260 or gjohnson@tnc.org 
 
 
 

Public Input Needed on Draft Forest Legacy Proposal  
 
LANSING, Mich. —  A series of public hearings will begin next week on Michigan’s draft assessment of 

need for the federal Forest Legacy Pro gram.  Persons interested in the long -term conservation of 

privately owned Michigan forestland should consider attending a session in their area. 

To keep private forestland intact, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) is 

working with concerned citizens, other government agencies, and nonprofit organizations like The Nature 

Conservancy and the Conservation Fund to evaluate Michigan’s potential participation in the federal 

Forest Legacy Program.   

Public hearings across the State at the locations and times given below will provide an 

opportunity for public comment on Michigan’s draft Forest Legacy Assessment of Need (AON).  The Draft 

AON, prepared by The Nature Conservancy under contract with the MDNR, is currently undergoing 

departmental review.  A copy of the Draft AON is now available on the Internet at The Nature 

Conservancy’s website, http://nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/michigan/ .  Comments may 

also be provided by letter or e-mail.   

The public comment period ends September 20, 2002.  

Funded by the U. S. Forest Service Cooperative Forestry Program, Forest Legacy provides 

federal grants to states to protect private forestland from being converted to non-forest uses (urban 

residential).  

Forest Legacy programs are guided by an individual state plan describing the need for the 

program, identifying where forests are being converted and explaining how the state proposes to manage 

the program. These state plans are called an “Assessment of Need” (AON) and are  

shaped by public involvement. MDNR has contracted with The Nature Conservancy to complete the 

Assessment of Need, and The Nature Conservancy is working with The Conservation Fund  

to facilitate public involvement.  

mailto:"michigan@tnc.org
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The Forest Legacy Assessment process has gathered preliminary input on a variety of 

geographic and environmental information, and a series of meetings have been held to gauge the interest 

and concerns of stakeholders who may be involved in the future of private forestland. 

The Forest Legacy Program is a voluntary program that resulted from the Federal Cooperative 

Forestry Act, amended in the 1990 Farm Bill. Funds are available to acquire either an interest in land 

(easements) or the land itself from landowners wanting to participate. In most cases, title to these lands 

or interests in the lands will be vested in state or local governments.  

Public meetings will be held at the following scheduled times: 
Marquette: 7-9 p.m., Sept. 9, Peter White Library, 217 N. Front St.  

Grayling: 7-9 p.m., Sept. 10, Hartwick Pines State Park 

Lansing: 7-9 p.m., Sept. 11, Michigan Chamber of Commerce, 600 S. Walnut St. 

Dearborn:  7-9 p.m., Sept. 18, U. of M. Dearborn, Environmental Interpretive Center, 

Fairlane Ave. 

Kalamazoo: 7-9 p.m., Sept. 19, Kalamazoo Nature Center, 7000 Westnedge Ave. 

 To send comments or to get your name on a mailing list to receive a draft AON, please contact 

Peg Kohring at The Conservation Fund at (616) 426 -8825 or at pkohring@conservationfund.org.  More 

information on the Forest Legacy Program can be found on the U.S. Forest Service website at 

http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/flp.htm .  

The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to preserve the plants, animals and natural 

communities that represent the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to 

survive. The Nature Conservancy counts 1 million members nationwide, including more than 32,000 in 

Michigan. To date, the Conservancy and its members have been responsible for the protection of more 

than 80 million acres worldwide, including 12 million acres in the United States, and more than 73,000 

acres in Michigan.  
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APPENDIX I.  Meeting Minutes Approving First Draft of AON 
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Appendix J.  Forest Stewardship Advisory Committee Approval of Final Draft of 
AON 
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APPENDIX K.  Forest Legacy Draft AON Mailing List
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APPENDIX L.  Michigan Forest Legacy Information List 
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APPENDIX M.   Public Comments  
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