CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS i

Aquatic Resources Education Association (AREA) Bi-Annual Conference
The Headwaters-Improving aquatic education programs at their source
October 27-29, 2014

Park Place Hotel and Conference Center in downtown Traverse City, Michigan

Deadline for Submissions: May 15, 2014

AREA is seeking proposals for its 2014 bi-annual conference.

The Conference Committee is looking for dynamic and engaging presentations that inform aquatic resource educators and
program managers about proven practices, push the leading edge of the profession, and motivate the pursuit of excellence.

Primary presenters will receive $50 off their conference registration fees as a thank you! Once notified by the Conference
Committee via email that you have been accepted as a presenter, presenters will need to register for the conference using the
2014 AREA Conference Registration form. Presenters are otherwise responsible for their own meals, registration fees, lodging,
and travel, as well as any applicable fees for workshops or outdoor learning sessions they choose to attend as noted on the
2014 AREA Conference Registration form.

2014 Conference Strands
Presentation proposals must address at least one of thematic strands for this year’s conference. Each strand explores a
different aspect of our profession.

Policies, Drivers, and Trends

This strand highlights the policies, drivers and trends that provide context for where and how we do our work. This can include
political, social, or environmental contexts that affect aquatic resources and education. Sessions appropriate to this strand will
address topics such as:

<€National legislation or policy changes related to aquatic resources and aquatic resource education
<“€Current research or case studies on recreation or stewardship trends

“4Social or human dimensions research on barriers, motivations, and/or strategies to address engagement
<©dNational or regional initiatives related to aquatic resources and aquatic resource education

Best Practices and Meeting Teaching Standards
Sound educational practice is at the core of successful and sustainable aquatic resource education (ARE) programs. This strand
highlights application and/or evaluation of best practices in ARE.

“Innovative practices in the field of ARE, including communication, social marketing, ecotourism, and media education

<“4Current research and case studies on behavior change as related to ARE

<€Strategies for building capacity for ARE within the broader practice of aquatic resource conservation

@@4Successful tools, models, and educator training / professional development for implementing ARE in formal (school) and
informal venues



Partnerships and Networking
ARE practitioners are nothing if not creative in their abilities to form diverse partnerships and networks to further our mission.
This strand highlights innovative connections and approaches.

Sessions appropriate to this strand will address such topics as:

“@Successful tools, models, and guidance for creating truly collaborative partnerships

<©dStrategies for integration of ARE into related networks (health and wellness, childhood obesity, Children and Nature,
ecotourism, etc.)

<“®Current research and case studies on successful partnerships and networks

“|nnovative use of technology to connect partners and/or participants

Session Formats
Please read the following session format descriptions carefully and select the most appropriate format for your proposed

session.

Traditional Presentations
(30 minutes) Traditional presentations focus on a single topic or program, typically including a talk or media presentation
followed by a short discussion. A/V equipment is provided.

Hands-on Presentation
(60 minutes) Hands-on sessions provide participants with an opportunity to engage in teaching activities and interactive
discussions about a particular topic. A/V equipment is provided.

Symposia/Panel

(90 minutes) Symposia are panel discussions presenting different perspectives on a topic or question related to one of the
focus points for each strand. Panels must include a moderator and a minimum of three panelists representing different
organizations, ideas, and experiences. A/V equipment is provided.

Workshop
(3 hours) Workshops are in-depth sessions that actively develop specific professional competencies and have widespread

potential for implementation.

Preparing Proposals
AREA is looking for dynamic presentations that celebrate our successes, challenge our thinking, and push the ARE field
forward. Please use these questions as guidelines for writing your session description.

<©4Does the presentation promote proven best practices, push the leading edge of the profession, and demonstrate
excellence?

“©dDoes the proposal adequately explain what will occur in the session?

<€4Will the presentation engage the audience in innovative thinking about new or proven ideas and approaches?

“©4How well does this proposal deliver positive, solution-oriented outcomes supported by research and/or program
evaluation?

“4How well suited is the proposed presentation to the preferred session format?

“©4How well does this presentation fit the strand description and focus points?

All proposals must be received by 11:59 p.m. on May 15, 2014. Proposals must be submitted via email to
Barb.Gigar@dnr.iowa.gov . Include “AREA 2014 Presentation Proposal” in the subject line and attach the completed

proposal form.



