Biodiversity Stewardship Areas (BSA):
Process Summary for Identification, Review, Designation & Integration of BSAs

Goal: To establish a statewide network of places that together best represent the diversity of our state’s
biological heritage (biodiversity) and that provide good opportunities for long-term conservation of
the ecosystems that sustain Michigan’s biological heritage.

Data Gathering &
Analysis
(2006-2009)

o DNR staff complete a spatial analysis to identify potential areas, and solicit
additional data and analysis results from other organizations

o DNR staff solicit recommendations for potential areas from DNR staff and the
public through workshops and other communication avenues

e DNR establishes regional teams (Core Design Teams; one for each of four
Michigan regions) of DNR staff, representatives of Michigan tribes, and
representatives of stakeholder organizations and interest groups

Core Design Team

Recommendation
(2009-2011)

e Core Design Team assesses potential BSAs using data and other information
gathered, along with Team members’ personal and organizational knowledge

e The Teams may seek additional information as needed

e Each Team uses criteria and other guidance provided by the DNR, and
recommends to the DNR a set of areas for their region that they believe will
best achieve the DNR'’s goal for the initiative

DNR Review
(2009-2012)

Multiple levels of Internal DNR review:

e DNR regional scale review of the Core Design Team recommendations,
evaluating them for regional consistency and program issues

o DNR statewide scale review of Core Design Team and regional-scale review
recommendations, evaluating them for statewide consistency, program
issues, potential impacts, and achievement of the DNR’s goal for the initiative

¢ DNR upper management staff review the recommendations received, direct
staff to make revisions deemed necessary, and then approve a set of
proposed BSAs for public review

Public Review
(Late 2012)

v

e DNR staff develop data and information resources for the public review that
are made available primarily via the DNR web site

o DNR staff administer the public review, soliciting written comments (electronic
or hardcopy) via public information meetings and other communication
avenues

Final Review &

Designation
(Early 2013)

¢ DNR staff assess comments received during the public review, revise the
proposed set of BSAs as needed, and recommend a set of BSAs for
designation to the Director

e Director, in consultation with upper management staff, reviews the
recommendation, directs staff to make revisions deemed necessary, and then
formally designates a set of BSAs in Michigan

Integration,
Review & Revision
(Ongoing)
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e Through normal land management planning processes, Division staff develop
site-specific management objectives and management actions for DNR-
managed portions of BSAs

e The DNR encourages other landowners to voluntarily implement actions that
will help conserve biodiversity within BSAs, and looks for opportunities to
assist and cooperate with interested landowners

e Designated BSAs are monitored, and then are periodically reviewed and re-
assessed, along with newly identified potential areas
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