
 

Accessibility Advisory Council (AAC) 
Meeting Minutes 

2/28/2011 
Roll Call (I) 
Citizen Council Members: 
 
 P  A  L  E  
X    Albert Bobrofsky, Michigan NWTF & Wheelin’Sportsmen 

   X Rick Briggs, Brain Injury Assoc of MI 
X    Cindy Burkhour, Access to Recreation Initiative 
X    Daryl Domke, Universal Designs Consultants 
   X Carolyn Grawi, Ann Arbor Center for Independent Living 

 X   Laura Hall, Michigan Disability Network 
X    Aaron Harris, Safari Club 

  R X Michelle Ann Mull, MI Protection & Advocacy Service Inc.  
   X Marc Russell, Russell Design (landscape architecture and design)  

X    Scot Severn, MI Paralyzed Veterans of America 
X    Bill Sheffer, MI Assn of Rec Vehicles & Campgrounds 

   X Amy Spray, Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC)  
   X Jim Trinklein, MI Assn of Game Bird Breeders & Hunting Preserves 
   X Frank Turnage, Northwest Affiliation RCF 
    X John Witzke, MI United Conservation Clubs 

Proxy Brian Sabourin represented Michigan Protection & Advocacy Service, Inc. for Michelle Ann Mull 
 
State Employee (Non-DNRE) Council Members: 
 
 P  A  L  E    

   X Brigadier General Carol Ann Fausone, MI Dept of Veterans Affairs 
  X   Scott Norris, SOM, Library of Michigan 
 X   Duncan Wyeth, SOM, Commission on Disability Concerns (DLEG) 

X    Vendella Collins, SOM, Dev Disabilities Council (MDCH) 
 
DNRE Employees: 
 
 P  A  L  E   
X    Don Avers, Wildlife  
X    Vicki Brown, Wildlife  

   X Jordan Byelich, RD  
X    Natalie Elkins, MET  
X    Joe Frick, Financial Services (Sponsor)   
X    Jane Gordon, Law Enforcement  
X    Kelly Grumelot, Human Resources  
X    Linda Hegstrom, Grants  

   X Maureen Houghton, FM  
X    James Hurst, Facilities Operations and Support 
X        Patricia Lawton, Remediation 
X    Erica Moore, Fisheries 

   X Tami Pattison, Fisheries 
X                   Russell Rolfe, Intern 

   X Paul Stoddard, RD 
X    Deb Stolecki, FMF 



 

   X Bruce Watkins, DTMD 
X    Stacy Welling, UP  
 
 
Guests: 
 
Brian Sabourin, Michigan Protection & Advocacy Service, Inc. 
Cindy Fuller, Explore the Shores, Manistee County 
 
Introductions (I) – Cindy Burkhour/Rick Briggs 
 Introduction of Visitors 
Brian Sabourin: Monitors hospitals and AFC homes for abuse and neglect. 
 Introduction New AAC member and A-Team members 
 
Changes to the Agenda (A) – Cindy Burkhour/Rick Briggs 
 Any agenda modifications 
 
Minutes Acceptance (A) – Cindy Burkhour/ Rick Briggs 
 Acceptance of November 8, 2010 minutes: Albert moves to approve (subject to 
correction) 
 
Legislative Update – Jane Gordon for Amy Trotter 
New Government wants to raid trust fund.  2010 one of the best years for the trust fund: 
$102 million available for grants.  Jane says DNR not in favor.  Joe says it is previous 
legislation; new Governor has not expressed opinion.  Joe says it would have to go to the 
voters.  Money is intended for parks.  Bill Sheffer pointed out there are no offices open 
that would warrant a general election in November. 
 
Cindy Burkhour: How should AAC weigh in from an accessibility standpoint?  If dollars 
are moved it would provide opportunity for council to comment.  How should members 
go about doing that?  Stacy suggested individual members approach legislators 
expressing concerns on how diverting the money would affect accessibility.  Cindy: 
Council’s role is to advise DNR on accessibility.  Joe said that the disability caucus in the 
legislature would be an ally on this issue.  He also suggested approaching local legislators 
and explaining how the loss of money would affect local parks.  Joe does not feel the 
proposal will affect the trust fund; it is geared more toward park endowment fees.  Kelly 
mentioned RICCs as local resources.  Carolyn suggested drafting a template letter 
expressing the AAC’s concern as a proactive measure.  Joe advises against doing so 
because it doesn’t currently have support.  In the last term, the bill was introduced and 
didn’t go anywhere.  We should keep abreast of the situation.  Joe doesn’t feel the 
governor will comment on the proposal.  Albert mentioned the Wheelin’ Sportsmen as a 
good local connection (92 chapters throughout Michigan).  He also mentioned that he 
serves on the WK Kellogg advisory funding board. 
 
Jane says that the Moose Hunting Bill mentioned by Amy at the last meeting has not yet 
been introduced.  Moose Hunting Advisory Council has been formed.  Small moose 
population may prevent moose hunting season from being approved.  House bill 4036 



 

would strip Law Enforcement of marine funds.  All but three counties currently have 
marine patrols.  Marine funds are federal funds.  DNR is not in favor of the bill.  House 
bill 4072, 4073 would make it illegal to operate a boat with BAC .08 or above.  DNR is 
in favor of this bill.   
 
Cindy Burkhour: PAMD law goes into effect March 15.  There is much discussion about 
allowing PAMD on trails and protecting environment.  Discussions are taking place 
about allowable speed and weight of PAMDs.  Kelly said that enforcement will begin in 
2012.  Cindy expressed that DNR has responsibility to be on the forefront of this issue.      
  
Demo Days 2011/2012 (I) – Daryl Domke 
Meeting held to discuss dates.  Having a booth at Ultimate Sports Day in Grand Rapids 
that will have information available for Demo Days.  Focus on Demmer Center for 
possible location.  June 11 set for Tip up for Troops.  Early September target for Demmer 
Center (September 10 has been discussed as ideal date).  Kelly asked Daryl to explain 
how it will be done differently in 2012.  The hope is to hold the Demo Days in larger 
locations and as part of larger shows.  Kelly said that they are looking to expand and 
improve marketing for Demo Days.  Stacy said the UP Demo Day will be held in 
conjunction with Superior Alliance for Independent Living (SAIL).  Plan to be held in 
September.    
      
2011 Event and Show Schedule (A) – Bill Sheffer/Kelly Grumelot 
Bill said two shows have been held since last meeting.  One show held in Battle Creek.  
20% increase in attendance.  Another held show in Novi.  Best show ever.  Flint Camper 
and RV show will be held March 18, 19 and 20.  Kelly said she no longer has funding to 
attend shows.  Kelly will give Bill information to take to shows on her behalf.  MMBA 
Expo is a typo: has already happened.     
 
Nominations/Appointments of AAC Members (I) – Kelly Grumelot 
James Hull appointed.  Three nominations have been made. MRPA says they will give 
Kelly a name soon.  Duncan is going to continue to serve as a citizen.  Bill Sheffer said 
that ID badges have expired.  Kelly says they will have to get new contractor badges.  Joe 
said that Mason Building has new visitor access program.  May not be necessary to give 
new badges.   
 
Presentations and Discussions (I) 
“Tobico Towers” including background history and what repair work is being proposed 
– Mike Evanoff, Recreation Division DNR 
Kelly has been unable to make the document accessible online because of the diagrams.  
If anyone is able to do so, it would be appreciated.  Cindy said department has 
responsibility to give guidance for including accessibility in design.  Mike read from 16 
page handout.  Two 30 foot towers built within Tobico Marsh portion of the Bay City 
Recreation Area in 1975.  Spicer Group Options for repair: 
 
Option 1: Stabilization and Minimum Repairs (Posted Capacity, 5 year life) 
Option 2: Option 1 plus Condition Restoration (Posted Capacity, 15 year life) 



 

Option 3: Option 2 plus Member Strengthening (Capacity not posted, 15 year life) 
 
Approximately $6, 000 has been raised for this project.  Towers are located away from 
main park area.  The height of the towers provides unique experience.  There have been 
discussions about placing a camera atop the towers.  Cindy feels that the camera is a great 
idea for making the experience accessible.  Jane clarified that these estimates are for 
repair of towers, not including anything accessible.  Cindy said that to make the towers 
accessible they would have to be rebuilt.  If a trust fund grant was applied for on these 
recommendations, would not get any points on accessibility and universal design.  Kelly 
mentioned that the Orinthological Congress will be contacted and asked to become 
involved.  The department does not have funding for the project.   
 
Joe said the new Governor and administration has been asking for more flexibility and 
fewer line items from divisions.  Cindy asked if the trust fund money should be used to 
shore up what is already there or should the accessibility issue be pressed?  Department 
has responsibility under ADA to make the towers accessible, regardless of how private 
citizens groups may feel.  Kelly said DNR does not have the money to execute the plan 
on its own.  The group raising money does not feel obligated to make it accessible.  
Cindy says the Council must be careful about endorsing a project when the fundraisers do 
not feel it needs to be accessible. 
 
Aaron Harris asked if the cost and longevity of building a new structure was explored.  
Mike said the cost of building both towers in 1975 was $150,000.  He estimates the cost 
of building two new towers today at around $300,000.  Albert raised questions about the 
accuracy of the report having been done in 2007.  Brian said that the cost of material and 
labor has likely increased.  It may be better to plan to build a new structure rather than 
give money to something that will be outdated in 5 to 15 years.  Albert said we should 
not give advice or money to projects that do not address accessibility.  Natalie suggested 
sending a letter to the Friends of the Parks group saying that AAC is in support of the 
project if it considers accessibility.     
 
Mike said that accessible proposal included a ramp, estimated cost $250,000.  Local 
group took ownership of the project because of the towers ties to local history.  DNR 
should stress its ownership of the towers and steer the project in the direction of 
accessibility.  Jane said that department may move forward with some plan regardless of 
Council’s recommendation or plans of the Friends group.   
 
DNRE Access Michigan Outdoors Initiative (AMO) Status (I) (A) – Kelly Grumelot 
Wright & Filippis contacted Kelly and inquired if DNR had small projects for which they 
could fund with grants of up to $20,000.  They are interested in supporting projects that 
promote accessibility around the state.  A Wider World is going to produce a television 
series highlighting accessible recreation in Michigan.  The idea was originally proposed 
by MUCC.  There will be six segments, thirty minutes each.  Each segment will have 
footage from multiple regions of the state.  Segments will air around the country on PBS.  
Each segment will cost $6,000.  $36,000 grant is being sought from Developmental 
Disability Council to fund six episodes.  There is also a marketing plan to recruit 



 

sponsors for additional episodes.  MUCC has contacted Michigan Out of Doors about 
airing some of the ten minute segments.   
Met to discuss UP and LP Summits.  Would like to have them on the same day, 
preferably in September 2011.   
 
“Explore The Shores” Program of Manistee County Hub of Access (I) (A) County 
wide program developing environmentally friendly, recreationally diverse sites for 
universal accessibility using collaboration model to create economic growth – Tim 
Ervin, Alliance for Economic Success and Manistee County Foundation Jeffrey Mikula, 
Project Manager  Cindy Fuller 
 
“Explore the Shores” is a strategic priority for Manistee County’s economic well-being 
and quality of life.  Manistee is a rural county that has felt the effects of the recession and 
experienced population loss, especially among its youth.  Missions: Core Functions, 
Economic Development Cornerstones and Resource Development.   
New Economy: Knowledge-dependent, Global, Entrepreneurial, Rooted in Information 
Technologies, Driven by Innovation.  Unique quality places are our best change for 
lasting success in the New Economy. 
 
Manistee went through the process of branding itself.  Platform: Where Life Meets 
Water.  “If there is magic on the planet, it is contained in the water.”—Loren Eisley 
Explore the Shores vision: 1 million new visitors to Manistee County to 50 Explore the 
Shores sites by 2020.  Mission: To make Manistee County the premier destination for 
people of all ages, needs and abilities to enjoy, use and benefit from our water resources.  
Leadership Team: Functions: Guide process, select brand, seek nominations, review 
nominations, recommend priority sites, concept designs & costing, seek funding, 
Celebrate! 
 
To date: approximately $2 million in funding 
 
Kelly would like AMO to follow the model of Explore the Shores and apply its 
collaborative principles statewide.   
 
Old Business 
 AAC expense vouchers (I) – Kelly Grumelot 
Non-Employee Travel Reimbursement for AAC: All non state employee AAC appointees 
must submit W-9 to Accessibility Coordinator to become registered in MAIN 
All items requesting reimbursement for require a receipt 
Need to submit within 30 days of meeting and prior to end of FY accrued under 
Meant to cover mileage at standard rate .365 
Meals, if not provided 
 
Not covered unless preapproved by Joseph Frick 
 Overnight stay at hotel 
 Events other than scheduled Council meetings 
 Other expenses not mentioned on a case by case basis 



 

If you have questions, please contact Kelly Grumelot at 517-241-4709, 
grumelotk@michigan.gov or Joe Frick at 517-373-1750, frickj@michigan.gov 
 
 AAC meetings/times/format (A) – Joseph Frick/Stacy Welling 
Removed July and December meetings from AAC schedule 
 
New Business 
 AAC calling tree (A) – Patricia Lawton and A-Team 
Two calling trees: one for A-Team and one for rest of AAC members.  Joe said that in the 
event of future snow storms, if people are canceling schools, call before traveling to 
meeting.  Brian from PNA suggested changing voicemail message on Kelly’s phone.  
When people call the number, they would hear the message that meeting is cancelled.  
Potential issue: various parts of the state may not be experiencing inclement weather and 
would not think to call.  Joe does not trust telephone trees: only takes one to break the 
chain and fail to convey message.  Pat:  Need phone numbers regardless. 
 
Department Actions Update (I) – Joseph Frick/Stacy Welling DNRE merger update, 
New Director DNR 
Many vacancies throughout Department due to retirement.  Officially DNR on March 13 
(60 days after executive order), will be headed by Rodney Stokes.  Structure not yet 
finalized.  Regional citizen advisory councils will not be formed.  Stacy will remain head 
of citizen advisory council in UP.       
 
Public Comment (I) – Cindy Burkhour/Rick Briggs 
 Open comment forum for members of the public to comment to the Council 
 
Open for announcements/discussion of other items 
 
Closing Remarks (I) – Cindy Burkhour/Rick Briggs 
 Next meeting is April 18, 2011 10am-3pm, MHRVAC Okemos Location 
  
  
      


