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The 2013 Michigan forest certification audit was held on October 7-11, 2013.  This was a 
re-certification audit for the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) certification standard, 
with field audits for the Sault Ste. Marie (west half), Pigeon River Country, Grayling, and 
Roscommon Forest Management Units (FMUs).  Norman Boatwright was the lead SFI 
auditor, assisted by JoAnn Hanowski.  This was a surveillance audit for the Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) certification standard, with field audits for the Pigeon River 
Country, Grayling, and Roscommon (FMUs). Robert Hrubes was the lead FSC auditor, 
assisted by Kyle Meister. 
 
A summary of the preliminary findings from the FSC and SFI closing meetings follows 
below. 
 
SFI Preliminary Audit Findings 
 
The SFI closing meeting was held on Friday October 11 at the Grayling Field 
Office.  Norman Boatwright thanked the Department for choosing NSF and for being so 
well prepared and organized for the audit.  He thanked us for our hospitality and said that 
out of the 5 state DNR audits he has done we were the most prepared.  There will be 2 
minor non-conformances and no new opportunities for improvement: 
 

• SFI CAR 2013.1 Non-conformance with Indicators 3.1.1 and 3.1.4 - 
Implementation and monitoring of BMPs, specifically regarding marking and 
protecting vernal ponds.  This was one isolated instance.  Minor CAR. 

• SFI CAR 2013.2 Non-conformance with Indicator 4.1.5 – A program for 
assessment for forest cover types, age or size classes, and habitats across the 
landscape, and incorporation in planning and management.  Minor CAR. 

 
 
The disposition of the opportunities for improvement from 2012: 
 

• SFI OFI 2012.1 Management Review – Closed. 
• SFI OFI 2012.2 Road Maintenance – Closed. 
• SFI OFI 2012.3 Natural regeneration issues specific to deer – Closed. 

 
 
Four areas where the MI DNR exceeds the standards include: 
 

• Performance Measure 5.4 Promoting recreational opportunities. 
• Indicator 15.1.1. Financial support of research. 
• Indicator 16.1.3. Staff education and training. 
• Performance Measure 17.2. Public outreach and education. 

 
 
The 2014 certification audit (contingent upon discussion with FSC) will be October 7- 9, 
2014 on the Escanaba, Newberry, and Shingleton FMUs. 
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FSC Preliminary Audit Findings 
 
The FSC closing meeting was held on Thursday October 10 at the Roscommon 
OSC.  The lead FSC Auditor, Robert Hrubes thanked DNR staff for a great audit. The 
following are the potential findings outlined by Robert Hrubes: 
  

• FSC CAR 2013.1 There needs to be resolution on DNR actions and 
designation of areas to fully comply with FSC Criterion 6.4 
Representative Sample Areas.  This will likely be a Major CAR. 

• FSC CAR 2013.2 Inconsistent application of retaining aspen as part of 
within-stand retention.  Trees representative of stands are not being 
retained.  Minor CAR. 

• FSC CAR 2013.3 BMP violation for not maintaining shade cover on 
vernal pools (an isolated incident).  Minor CAR. 

• FSC CAR 2013.4 BMP violation for not immediately cleaning up an oil 
spill on a timber sale (an isolated incident).  Minor CAR. 

 
Disposition of 2012 observations: 
 

• FSC OBS 2012.1 Biodiversity Conservation Planning Process – Elevated 
to CAR 2013.1 

• FSC OBS 2012.2 Out-of-YOE Harvests – Closed. 
• FSC OBS 2012.3 Encroachment (trespass) – Maintained open for 

continued assessment in 2014. 
• FSC OBS 2012.4 Within-Stand Retention – Elevated to CAR 2013.2 
• FSC OBS 2012.5 PRD Certification Training – Closed. 
• FSC OBS 2012.6 Hunter Walking Trails – Closed. 

 
There may be one additional FSC observation regarding HCV3 Roadless Areas. 
 
 
 
 
 


