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Content

• Why We’re Here 
• DNR’s Mission and Role
• Blueberry Ridge History and Facts
• 2005 Trail Issues and Response
• 2011 Reevaluation and 

Recommendation
• Public Input Formats
• Questions and Answers
• Comment Period



Why We’re Here

• The DNR will:
– Provide information and background about 

Blueberry Ridge and Thunder Valley Equestrian 
Trail (TVET)

– Review DNR Equestrian use recommendation at 
BBR

– Answer questions
– Prepare the public for providing public comment 

through formal NRC process
– Hear public opinions



Mission of DNR

The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources is committed to the 

conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state's natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 

generations.



Role in Managing State Owned 
Lands

• Recreation
• Timber
• Habitat
• Wildlife
• Clean Water



History of Blueberry Ridge

• Key Points 
– Designed and built as a cross-country ski 

trail in 1977
– Originally constructed on west side of   

M-553 
– Started out as two loop trails totaling five 

miles groomed by DNR with Alpine 
Snowmobile and Track setter



History Continued
• Key Dates 

– 1986, Trail moved to East side of M-553 with three 
loops constructed totaling 5.7 miles

– 1987, Superior Loop constructed (2.9 miles) to 
accommodate more advanced skiers

– 1988, Constructed two more loops, Spartan and 
Wildcat (3.3 miles), and began to groom them for 
Skate skiing

– 1990, Purchased Pisten Bully groomer
– 1990, Donations picked up substantially
– 1993, A 1.7 mile lighted ski loop is constructed
– 1997, Summer use of Trail starts to increase, trail 

evolves into year around multi-purpose trail



BBR Facts
• Data

– Average skier visits per year = 22,500
– Average annual total donations  = $4,700 
– Now grooming over 18 miles of trail
– Noquemenon Trail Network currently 

grooms trail in the winter under contract 
with the DNR; funded by a  grant



2005 Trail User Issues 
• In 2005, BBR users asked the DNR to 

address resource damage and user 
conflicts associated with equestrian 
and mountain bike usage

• The bulk of concerns were directed at 
equestrian use:
– Divots on Trail
– Manure on Trail
– Erosion on Slopes



Equestrian Users’ Perspective

1) BBR is State land and should be open 
to all

2) Trails can be shared
3) Equestrians have limited riding 

opportunities where motorized vehicles 
are not allowed

4) The large parking lot and location of 
BBR are ideal for equestrian access and 
riding



Resource Damage Issues
• BBR is located on sandy soils
• Erosion occurred on trail slopes as a result of summer usage
• Vegetation mats placed on trail in 2003 did not hold up



Condition of Trail
Yellow points indicate documented erosion sites



DNR Action Steps - 2005

Public Meeting
• Held a public meeting in 

June of 2005
– 54 citizens attended
– 27 verbal comments
– 31 written comments

Advisory Committee
• Charged with developing 

recommendations to 
address user conflicts 
and resource damage 
issues

• Made up of:
– 4 hikers, skiers, and 

runners
– 4 equestrians

Steps:  The DNR first held a public meeting and then 
selected a BBR Citizen Advisory Committee



Advisory Committee

The BBR Advisory Committee:
– Met 3 times and discussed options

– Build new trail at BBR
– Build new trail at a different location
– Continue to have multiple uses on the BBR

The DNR provided:
– Facilitation
– Background on department policies
– Funding alternatives



Advisory Committee Output
(2005)

• Recommendations:
– Construct new equestrian trail on State 

land 6 miles southeast of BBR
• Equestrian community to be involved in the 

construction process guiding trail layout and 
development

– Close BBR to all summer uses through 
June of 2007

• Repair resource damage at BBR during 
summer closure

– Close BBR permanently to equestrian and 
mountain bike usage



DNR Response to Recommendations

• Developed 13 mile Thunder Valley 
Equestrian Trail (TVET) – opened 
in 2006
– Funded with Recreation Improvement 

Fund (RIF) Grant
– Cost = $19,500.00 plus labor
– Equestrians helped with layout and 

development
– Trailhead includes privy and parking lot 

able to accommodate large trailers





DNR Response to Recommendations

• Resource Damage Repair
– Work occurred in summer of 2005 and 2006
– Cost = $11,600.00
– Consisted of revegetating slopes, creating water 

run-outs, and filling holes 

• Trail Restrictions 
– Closed BBR to all summer usage until June of 

2007
– Reopened BBR to summer use in 2007 with use 

restrictions on equestrians and mountain bikes



DNR 2011 – Reevaluating 2005 
Restrictions at BBR

• Actions:
– DNR has reviewed 2005 decisions and 

processes
– DNR has developed review document 

entitled “Review of Equestrian Restrictions 
on Blueberry Pathway”

• Recommendation:
– DNR recommends that the restriction on 

horses and mountain bikes at BBR 
continue



Context for 2011 Recommendation
1. Review of the processes from 2005 indicate that the 

process was open and transparent

2. The 2005 review process resulted in agreements with 
stakeholders that the DNR wishes to honor

3. DNR has invested significant public funding and 
resources in building TVET and rehabilitating resource 
damage at BBR

4. TVET is located on heavier soil, is less hilly, and is less 
likely to be susceptible to resource damage than BBR

5. BBR was originally designed as a ski facility and soil and 
topography are not well suited for horses or bikes



Public Input

– Written Comments:  
• Can be submitted by filling out written comment 

form available at sign in desk
• Can be submitted via mail or email using 

addresses on written comment form.  Comments 
will be accepted until October 24, 2011

– Verbal Comments:  
• Comments and suggestions regarding either trail

Reminder:  Formal review and comments will be at a Natural 
Resource Commission meeting later this year

Public input is important



Public Comment Ground Rules

– Maintain professional demeanor and 
discourse with all persons

– Keep your comments to less than 3 
minutes

– Offer constructive comments, tell us 
what you recommend – and why

– Refrain from making comments about 
individuals, stick to the issue



Thank you

www.michigan.gov/dnr
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