Eastern Upper Peninsula Citizen Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes
April 16, 2009
LMAS District Health Department, Newberry, MI

Meeting called to order by chair, Pershinske, at 6:35 p.m.
Secretary unable to attend, DenBoer to take minutes.

Council members present: Dick Pershinske, Steve Rodock, Lisa DenBoer, Glenn Moll,
Mike Lawless, Tom Buckingham, Fred Gregg, Bill Becks, Dale DuFour, Steve Walker,
Al Colegrove, Doug Scheuneman, Bob DeVillez, Jim Duke, Jim Rutledge

Council members absent: Nathan Fazer, Brenda Owen, Scott Hickman, Tom
Schweitzer, Lester Livermore

Adoption of Agenda: Add new item — secretary position.

Approval of minutes from February 26, 2009 regular meeting.

Motion by Rodock, 2™ by Becks to approve the minutes with corrections: 1. Council
Members Absent: Correct “Scott” Livermore to “Lester” Livermore. 2. Public
Comment: first sentence; “A private landowner, Rich,” ADD last name “Rich Serfass”.
Ayes: All Nays: None. Motion carried.

Approval of minutes from joint meeting with WUPCAC from March 19, 2009.
Motion by DuFour, 2™ by Moll to approve the minutes as presented.

Ayes: All Nays: None. Motion carried.

Discussion: Suggested by Duke that we meet with the WUPCAC on a quarterly basis.
Scheuneman suggested bi-annual. This led to a discussion of the EUPCAC current
meeting schedule. Pershinske stated that the council needs to decide the councils
continuing meeting schedule going forward. Buckingham questioned changing the
meetings to every two months; i.e.: would less meetings contribute to longer meetings
and if so would that be more productive or less productive?

Public Comment: Stephen King from Engadine has questions regarding wind energy.
As this is already on the agenda for discussion the council will respond at that time.

Reports:

Stacy Welling update:

Stacy recognized and welcomed Debbie Munson Badini as the new U.P. communications
representative. She is replacing Ann Wilson. As such Debbie will assume the role of the
U.P. Public Liaison.

Focus meetings have been held throughout the State asking the public to prioritize the
importance of the services provided by the Department. The meeting held in the U.P.
(Marquette) hosted the highest attendance (96 people). The key facts that were brought
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out included the funding issues. Currently, only 4% of the Department operating funds
are provided by the State General Fund. The cost per individual is $1.62 per year.

The NRC has decided the cross bow policy. Persons over 50 years of age may utilize a
crossbow that has a velocity of less than 350 feet per second. Any hunter in zone 3 may
utilize a crossbow for any hunt. Hunters may utilize a crossbow in any firearm season.
The velocity requirements are applicable to all crossbow users.

The Midwest 2009 Wolf Stewards Council meeting was hosted in [ron Mountain.
Comparisons of population are as follows:

Michigan — Upper Peninsula = 500-600 estimated wolves

Minnesota = 3,000 estimated wolves

Wisconsin = 1,500 estimated wolves

Wisconsin has historically spent approximately $730,000 on depredation reimbursements
to citizens where as Michigan has spent less than $40,000 to date. The Federal de-listing
of wolves is to take place in May. In anticipation, the State has lowered the listing of
wolves in order to more actively manage the species as is outlined in the wolf
management plan. It is anticipated that a lawsuit will be filed in federal court due to the
federal de-listing by environmental groups.

There has been a press release issued regarding a “poaching” case in Baraga. A dead
eagle was found near a deer carcass. Upon testing it was discovered that the carcass was
poisoned and the eagle perished due to ingesting the poison. An investigation is
continuing.

No update of the WUPCAC as they have not met since our joint meeting. Their next
scheduled meeting is May 18, 2009.

There are now three versions of the proposed non-industrial land management/assistance
plans. All copies are distributed to the council members.

Staff Updates:

Customer Service - Tim Melko:

There is new burn permit information on the web. On May 1 the department will begin
accepting applications for bear and elk permits. Bear has been rolled back from the
traditional May 15" date.

Forest, Mineral & Fire Management - Mike Paluda
Wild fire season has begun. So far there have been 20+ fires that occurred in
Menominee, Delta and Dickinson Counties, among others.

An interesting piece of legislation/rule change has taken place regarding mineral
extraction. It is now legal to pan for gold as long as it is conducted on state lands that the
state retains/owns the mineral rights to. A total of /2 ounce per month may be kept as a
hobby panning activity by individuals.
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DeVillez expanded on the history of this activity and explained that there is a Michigan
club that is already in existence. Much of the gold is believed to have migrated down to
our area due to glacial activity.

The EUP open house held at the Newberry Field Office generated some council member
attendance as well as public attendance. Most of the public were Equine users and were
interested in the continuance of utilizing state lands to ride.

The ORV project in Drummond Island is now completed and their local Tourism
Association has sponsored a web site. It is well done and council members are
encouraged to visit it.

Economically the forest management of state lands may be impacted due to the newly
announced closure of Hiawatha Log Homes located in Shingleton. The company was a
major source of revenue for local state forest harvests.

Wildlife Division - Terry Minzey:

There has been a loss of biologists in the area and these now vacant positions are not
going to be filled. Therefore, an ongoing attendance of the biologists to sportsman club
meetings will no longer occur. Terry asked that those members of the council stay after
to discuss an alternative for interaction and continued information sharing and
participation.

Parks & Recreation Division - Gary Ellenwood:

Parks citizen advisory group (not the department) has suggested alternative funding
solutions to assist the parks in remaining operational and addressing much needed
infrastructure repair and maintenance. Gary explained the legislation currently
introduced that would allow for voluntary fees to be added to vehicle license plate fees
through the Secretary of State. This would replace user entrance fees and it is estimated
that revenues would increase. All citizens would have access to state parks from the
adoption of the legislation forward, regardless of paying the voluntary fee. A second
public hearing regarding this concept will take place on April 22.

Communications - Jon Spieles:

Much education of school aged groups is currently taking place. The Pocket Park will
again be in operation at the U.P State Fair; however, due to funding issues the department
is in need of volunteers to assist in the operation and staffing of the Pocket Park this year.
Web-site work is taking place and significant changes are being completed, however, due
to the shortage of funding to hire outside staff to assist in this process it will be slow

going.

Law Enforcement C.O. Mike Hammill:

Standing in for the Lt. Cischke, Mike gave the law enforcement update. Mike reported
what he knew regarding the on-going criminal investigation of the illegal commercial
fishing/netting activities that have been occurring in the Garden area. Basically,
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subsistence fisherman (tribal), were utilizing their subsistence fishing licenses to net fish
at a much higher (illegal) rate and sell them to commercial operations. The case is still in
court. The tribe has exercised its right to prosecute at the tribal level. Tens of thousands
of pounds of walleye were illegally netted and sold. Fines and costs have yet to be
determined.

A wolf collar was found in Schoolcraft County. An investigation is on-going. Nothing
solid has been determined as of yet. It is very difficult to prove wolfkill violations.
Another problem in proving the cases is that people are becoming educated as to how to
get away with killing wolves without prosecution. There was a question from a council
member regarding a rumor of a possible illegal wolf poaching near Castle Rock. It was
not known to staff. A question was also raised regarding tribal subsistence fishing and
the rate of poaching for commercial sale. Also, an unknown at this time.

Fisheries - Jim Waybrant:

The last time that he was presented with a subsistence fishing report, poaching or illegal

commercial fishing numbers were quite low. Currently fisheries are conducting surveys.
Surveys are going to be cut back due to travel costs involved. Meetings will also be cut

back and the department will not be attending “shows” with booths. Travel is nil unless

federally reimbursed at this time.

Old Business:
Motion by DuFour, 2™ by DeVillez to accept the resignation of Scott Hickman with
regret. Ayes All. Nays None. Motion Carried.

Off-shore Wind Energy:

Mike Paluda states that due to the 21* century energy legislation 20% of energy must be
renewable by 2030. An executive order signed by Govenor Granholm is requiring wind
energy be a significant portion of the renewable energy initiative. Maps of wind currents
for great lakes off-shore wind energy are being completed. Only one application for one
turbine on state land has been received to date in the Thumb Area. It was denied due to
migratory bird habitat.

Jim Waybrant stated that thus far studies have indicated no adverse impacts unless the
structures were placed on environmentally sensitive areas. He stated that turbine
movement has caused water temperature change causing the lower cold waters to move
up to the warmer area. The repercussions of this are as yet unknown.

Gary Ellenwood reminded the council members that 8 windmills have been installed in
the Mackinac City State Harbor at the ends of docks in order to provide harbor electricity.
They currently produce 60-80 kilowatts per day.

DenBoer discussed the information released by DLEG regarding zoning and land use
planning language and information. Also wind studies throughout inland, shoreline and
off-shore areas in and around the state have been conducted and are available through
Michigan State University Extension web sites. Information was given to Mr. King
regarding sources of language and land use information for siting of wind energy
turbines, both private and commercial.
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Carbon Credits:

Mike Paluda did follow up on the issue of carbon credits and whether the State could
benefit from participating in that market. As anticipated the answer was no. Due to the
nature of the legislation allowing participation ALL state departments would be required
to be included in the carbon output versus the carbon credits. In that case the output
exceeds the credits exponentially. There is an assistance program available for private
land owners. Grossman Forestry is currently administrating the program on behalf of the
department.

Non-Industrial Private Forestland Plan:

Mike Lawless updated the council that there is now a fourth revamped version of the plan
being requested by MACD within the legislature. The most recent version of the plan
would allow for 10 pilot areas within the State, four of which would be located in the
U.P. MACD has now approached the legislature directly. The organization is asking that
$1.5 million be allocated to MACD for three years to implement their plan to take over
the MDNR function of assisting the non-industrial private forest land owners in the state,
beginning with the aforementioned pilot areas. MACD proposes that the money be
allocated as new funding and is not asking that current FMFM/MDNR funding be used
for this. The latest “4™ version was not available for perusal at this time. Mike
indicated that it was very similar to the “3™*” version with minor changes.

Much discussion ensued between the Department and the Council members.

It was stated that MACD has gone to the legislature to take over a process that is in the
MDNR charter and is legally a program of the state forest management division.
DeVillez questioned MACDs’ goals regarding this. Does MACD wish to take this
function away from MDNR and take it over? Lawless’ answer on behalf of MACD was
yes, and that their goal is also to take over the Commercial Forest Act programs and the
forest stewardship programs that MDNR currently runs.

DeVillez then gave a brief on the previous partnership between MDNR and MACD in
carrying out the non-industrial private forestland assistance program. The MDNR
partnered with MACD foresters to assist in the program, however, the MDNR was
ultimately responsible. The program had been funded, at the beginning by general fund
dollars of the state. When that was no longer available the MDNR forest development
fund money was then taken from timber management in the amount of $1,000,000 and
given to the MDA (Michigan Department of Agriculture) to continue MACD assistance
in the management of private forest lands. Also, money was diverted from the MDNR
Wildlife department funding to assist with the continuance of the assistance to the private
landowner.

Discussion regarding a council recommendation was then held. Pershinske stated that
MACD has a good idea but needs to work with the department and bring them on board.
This board is here to make recommendations to the department, not to the legislature.
Moll asked the question regarding where the money would come from to pay for this
proposal. Lawless responded that the funding would be determined by the legislature.
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DenBoer stated that once the funding had been allocated to MACD, MDA would have no
control of where the funding would be derived from and that the legislature would make
that determination, and whether or not MACD did not intend for moneys to be taken from
MDNR, it could still happen as that is at the mercy of the legislature. DeVillez asked the
question regarding administration of a state agency chartered program as MACD is a
lobbyist group. Also, he pointed out all of the laws that would need to be changed. Moll
stated a concern that private foresters providing consulting services to private forest land
owners could be injured by unfair competition. DeVillez, a representative of the
Michigan Forest Association, stated that it has a position and policy statement regarding
the promotion of private forestland management. SAF also has a position statement and
Buckingham, representing the Michigan Association of Timbermen stated that it would
be appropriate to get SAFs’ position and that their representative was unable to attend
this evenings meeting.

Motion by DeVillez, 2™ by DuFour to table this issue until such time as a final proposal
is received by the council. Ayes All EXCEPT Nay Lawless. Motion Carried.

A reminder that all recommendations of policy statements to be considered by the council
must be received seven days prior to a meeting.

Terry Minzey -Deer Management Plan:
The committee must have consensus and currently consists of 25 groups. MUCC held
public meetings for the deer advisory team. The MDNR is writing a white paper for the
advisory teams use. There are only 2 representatives on the advisory team from the U.P.
A report will be presented to the team by September 2009. The plan is to be drafted by
March 2010. Public meetings will follow with a goal to pass a plan by June 2010.
A predator prey study is being conducted in the Western U.P. Black bear and coyote
populations are rising as are wolf. The study will focus on three issues:
1) Impacts of predation on mortality — fawns
2) Winter impacts (i.e.: snow fall etc.)
3) Habitat quality
Goals will be assigned in the three snow zone areas of low/moderate/high will be based
upon average annual snow accumulation.
The questions of wolf impact will be answered. Also coyote impacts will be known. The
funding for the management plan is from Pittman/Robertson Act (federal) dollars.
The wildlife division deer habitat management improvement plan is new and is being
implemented to enhance habitat. MDNR, non-governmental groups etc are partnering in
a $50,000 competitive grant project to do deer range improvements on private lands. The
individual projects will vary in cost from $2,000 to $10,000 each.
The goals are:

1) Tangible deer habitat improvement

2) Building long term relationships between the department and sportsman (as well

as other interested) groups

3) Showcase this collaboration to the public.

Note: This is not for food plots.
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This last years herd reduction as the deer come out of the yards is not as bad as indicated
earlier in the winter season. The hear attrition rate is estimated at 10-15% due to a
reduction in reproduction and winter loss.

Buckingham had a question regarding possible mandatory registration of deer harvest.
Minzey responded that the current use of camp surveys seems to be working. DMU 001
has done mandatory registration and surveys. The difference in reported hunter success
differed by 2 deer. Mandatory registration is not something the department is moving
toward especially when considering cost benefit analysis.

Gregg asked about mandatory tag registration (without the animal) as an alternative with
a follow up that if the tag success was not registered the hunter would not be issued a tag
the following year. Minzey responded that the problem with that is that legally the
animal must remain tagged.

At this point (8:30 p.m.) Chairman Pershinske asked the council members pleasure for
continuing the meeting. It was agreed to continue past 8:30 p.m.

Wolf Status Update:

Please see addendum. Due to time constraints formal presentation was forgone.
Debbie’s additional comment is that as long as poaching continues without resolution
with made cases and punishment, the National Humane Society will have a case when
filing against federal de-listing.

New Business:

Supplemental Feeding:

The current law for supplemental feeding sunsets in 2010. The question is if there is
support to continue the current rules and policies slated for sunset into the future by the
user groups. Should we continue to supplemental feed at all? Once it begins, it cannot
suddenly stop as the deer become accustomed and adapt. Currently permits are needed.
Permits cannot be obtained across T44N through T45N (should be noted correctly as
T43N through T44N) as a separation line. Only Lake Superior snow zone deer herds
may be fed with permits. Disease is the current problem issue. CWD is scary. The
difference with CWD versus any other cervidae (i.e.: bovine TB) disease is its type and
resistance levels. CWD is not a virus. It is an actual protein mutation that passes through
saliva and feces. It can survive in the ground and in the animal for many years.
Complete incineration at extreme temperatures is necessary. Simple incineration does
not kill it. As this is an area where whitetail deer make long distance migration, there is
an added element of risk of our herd being exposed to CWD.

8:45 p.m. Council member Walker had to leave in order to meet the last ferry in a timely
manner to reach his home.

Items B, C, and D under new business were tabled for the next regular meeting. Item, F,
the newly added item Secretary was addressed. Due to the loss of our current secretary
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and the lack of availability of the vice-chair to continue acting as recording secretary it
was asked if MDNR staff could take minutes. Staff is willing, however, the EUP CAC
by-laws need to be changed in order to allow for that. The secretary position will
continue. Motion by Buckingham, 2" by Colegrove to amend the by-laws at our next
meeting to allow staff to take minutes. Ayes All. Nays None. Motion carried. As a
reminder, a 2/3" vote is needed to amend the by-laws.

Next meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday May 21
Replacement of Scott Hickman will hopefully take place by then.

Public Comment:
None.

Motion by DuFour, 2™ by DeVillez to adjourn at 8:55 p.m. Ayes All. Nays None.
Motion Carried.

Minutes Approved Secretary

(May 21, 2009) (signature)



