
Eastern Upper Peninsula Citizen Advisory Council 
Curtis Community Center 
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Meeting Minutes  
 

EUP-CAC Members Present 
William Becks 
Tom Buckingham 
Lisa DenBoer 
Bob DeVillez  
Dale DuFour 
Jim Duke 
Ginny Giddings 
Lester Livermore 
Glenn Moll 
Richard Pershinske 
Steve Rodock 
Jim Rutledge 
Doug Scheuneman 
Tom Schweitzer 
 
EUP-CAC Members Absent 
Al Colegrove 
Nathan Fazer 
Fred Gregg 
Mike Lawless 
Brenda Owen 
Steve Walker 
 
Department of Natural Resources Staff 
Stacy Welling, Upper Peninsula (UP) Field Deputy, Marquette 
Gary Ellenwood, Parks & Recreation, Newberry 
Darren Kramer, Fisheries, Escanaba 
Sherry MacKinnon, Wildlife Division, Newberry 
Tim Melko, Office of Land & Facilities, Marquette 
Debbie Munson Badini, Office of Communications, Marquette 
Mike Paluda, Forest Mineral & Fire Management (FMFM), Marquette 
Steve Scott, Fisheries Division, Newberry 
Sergeant Darryl Shann, Law Enforcement Division, Escanaba 
Penny Bacon, Executive Division, Marquette 
 
Call to Order: 
The Eastern Upper Peninsula (EUP) Citizen Advisory Council (CAC) meeting was called 
to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Dick Pershinske. 
 
Adoption of Agenda:   
Steve Rodock made a motion to adopt the agenda as printed.  Motion supported by 
Dale DuFour.  Ayes: All Nays: None. Motion carried. 
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Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 
Jim Duke made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Motion supported by 
Steve Rodock.  Ayes: All Nays: None.  Motion carried 
 
Public Comment: - None 
 
Reports: 
Stacy Welling, UP Field Deputy said a House Bill has been drafted that would merge 
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) with the Department of Environmental 
Quality.  There is also a streamlining State Government process slated for 2010.  Stacy 
said we don’t know what will happen but we’ll keep you updated as it progresses.  
History, Arts and Libraries (HAL) was disbanded.  The DNR absorbed some of HAL’s 
functions:  state archives; state historical records; Michigan Historical Commission; 
Mackinac Island State Park Commission; Michigan Heritage Water Trail Program; 
Michigan Freedom Trail Commission, and Michigan Commission of the Commemoration 
of the Bicentennial.  Stacy made note of the handout from Brian Roell, DNR Wolf 
Coordinator, with the wolf relisting-delisting time line since September 2008.  The DNR 
will be closing about half of the 125 deer check stations this year.  The Pure Michigan 
Hunt lottery applications go on sale July 27.  Each application is $4; application 
purchases are unlimited; open to non-residents; three winners; and each winner will be 
eligible to hunt bear, elk, antlerless deer, and turkey.  State employees have four 
remaining furlough days, July 24, August 7 and 21, and September 4.  The UP State 
Fair dates are August 17-23; the DNR is seeking volunteers to work at the Pocket Park.  
Please contact Jon Spieles at 293-5131 if you would like to volunteer.  The WUP-CAC 
will meet on Monday, July 20 in Wakefield, agenda items include: subcommittee reports 
on deer baiting, supplemental feeding, and deer habitat; ORV issues; and survey results 
on the CAC meeting process and future agenda items. 
 
Debbie Munson Badini, Communications Representative, said a press release was 
issued in June informing the public they can follow the DNR online by using Twitter or 
Facebook.  Currently on Facebook, about 700 people are following the DNR updates 
and about 1,700 following on Twitter.  There are also interactive photo albums.   Debbie 
encouraged the Council members to have an account to follow the DNR updates on-line.  
 
Tim Melko, Office of Land and Facilities, said antlerless applications are on sale from 
July 15 – August 15.  They are looking for volunteers to work at the DNR Pocket Park 
during the UP State Fair. 
 
Gary Ellenwood, EUP District Supervisor, Parks and Recreation said in the EUP usage 
is up at Tahquamenon Falls and Muskellunge State Parks, Brimley State Park is down, 
and Straits State Park is on average.  The Detour Harbor is going to be a new point of 
entry for people coming into the US from Canadian Waters.  Homeland Security is going 
to put a remote station there so people can register versus going to Drummond Island.  
The Mackinac Island Harbor is preparing for their annual yacht races.  The harbor 
typically holds 75 boats but during the yacht races there are usually 250 yachts.  On 
Saturday, July 17 at 4 p.m. the new Straits State Harbor at Mackinaw City will be 
dedicated.  This has been a four year, $11 million project funded by the Waterways fund; 
it has 170 slips; it’s a certified green harbor; and eight small wind turbines supply about 
40 percent of the energy needed for the harbor.   
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Sergeant Darryl Shann said Lt. John Cischke retired a few weeks ago.  Law 
Enforcement Division has a number of vacancies due to retirements and attrition; those 
positions are currently not being filled.  The netting case in Little Bay de Noc has been 
delayed and waiting for action from the Sault tribe.   
 
Sherry MacKinnon, Wildlife Division said they’ve been releasing geese that have been 
translocated from southern Michigan, banding waterfowl, and wrapping up sharp tailed 
grouse surveys.  They are doing compartment reviews and habitat inventory with FMFM.  
They just finished the research wolf trapping survey with six new wolves being collared 
in three or four different packs.  There are seven pairs of piping plovers in Grand Marias, 
a pair at Whitefish point, and a pair at Vermillion with varying degrees of success.  The 
EUP has five positions currently filled and they just found out they’ll be getting a new 
biologist. 
 
Mike Paluda, FMFM said there are some drought conditions in the UP with some fires 
caused by lightning.  Staffing is a major problem with the general fund providing support 
for fire staff.  There are 78 fire officers in the State, that’s about half of what there were 
10-15 years ago.  Timber revenue is down about 25 percent from 3-5 years ago.  This is 
a problem because the timber revenue funds the timber program, inventory, planning, 
and about 70 percent of the fire program.  A lot of loggers that buy the timber sales are 
having difficult times.  If the logger hasn’t finished the sale when the contract expires, 
they’re required to pay a 5 percent fee for the first extension and 10 percent for the 
second extension.  FMFM is trying to get free extensions because of market conditions 
and the economy.  Mike said ORVs are probably the fastest growing outdoor sport in 
Michigan and outnumber snowmobile sales 14-1.  There is a lot of interest and requests 
from county boards and communities across the UP to establish more trails and more 
point-to-point riding opportunities.  A year ago the NRC passed the State ORV Plan.  
The plan is tied in with boilerplate language; and that budget bill requires the expansion 
of the trail system by 25 percent and also allows them to expand the trail system across 
private lands.  They’ve developed criteria to evaluate proposals where those trails could 
be officially established on private lands.  They have a 90 mile proposal in Keweenaw 
County and a proposal in Ontonagon County.  The ORV route on Drummond Island is 
active and the local users have been working with the Department on the trail. 
 
Jim Duke announced a joint meeting of the Snowmobile Advisory Committee and the 
ORV Trails Advisory Board in Lansing on Wednesday, August 5 to work out some of the 
conflicts both groups face.  Mr. Duke said a lot of the snowmobile trails go across private 
property but those property owners are not interested in having ORVs go across their 
properties.  Glenn Moll said the permits/leases are specific to snowmobiles.  There is 
relatively low impact during the winter but there would be impact for summer use.  They 
are also working to standardized signage; stop signs should be all the same size, 
standard distance for stop ahead signs, and sign colors.  Snowmobile signs are orange 
diamonds and ORV signs are orange triangles, they will likely use a yellow symbol for 
ORVs.  Mike Paluda added snowmobile trails are much more extensive than ORV trails.  
The snowmobile trails are only open from December 1 to April 1 and are not open to 
ORV use.  Glenn Moll said there is a new addition to the ORV system; it’s a 26 mile 
single track loop for motorcycles on federal land, in the Hiawatha National Forest, off 
Federal Highway 13.  The trail is part of the State system and will be maintained by the 
State even though the trail is on Federal land.  
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Stacy Welling said in August the NRC will take action on the waterfowl and falconry 
regulations.  FMFM is proposing to close some forest roads, one in Munising Township, 
one in Hiawatha Township and several in Marquette and Alger counties.  Some were 
already closed but reopened illegally by users. 
 
Old Business: 
Status of the Radio Tower at the DNR Newberry South Station: 
Mike Paluda said the towers are now owned by the Department of Information 
Technology (DIT) but the towers were originally DNR towers.  DIT has declared that 
tower unsafe and they intend for the tower to come down.  Mike Paulda contacted Mr. 
David Dake who represents the Amateur Ham Radio Club and he understands they 
need to remove their equipment.  Tom Buckingham asked Mike if there are any special 
requirements for removal of the equipment.  Mike said the DIT representative would 
contact Mr. Dake but all of those owners who have equipment on the tower would need 
to arrange for a licensed or registered contractor to remove their equipment. 
 
Update on the Forestry Coalition: 
Mike Paluda said in 2008 the DNR applied for a grant from the Northeastern Area State 
and Private Forestry, which is a branch of the U.S. Forest Service.  The grant application 
was successful.  The Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) agreed to manage 
and administer the grant and the effort of the coalition.  The DNR is a participant in the 
coalition but it is being managed under the leadership of MUCC.  The goals are: 

• Increase the sustainable management of non-industrial private forest lands. 
• Increase the awareness of local/state policy makers and residents of Michigan on 

the value of sustainable management of non-industrial private forest lands to 
Michigan’s economy and ecosystems.  Amy Spray, MUCC is the facilitator. 

• Create an efficient and effective statewide network for the delivery of services 
and educations to non-industrial private forest landowners. 

• Stakeholders include:   
• Michigan Farm Bureau • Michigan Technological University 
• Michigan Forest Association • Michigan State Extension 
• Michigan Department of Agriculture                    • USDA-NRCS 
• The Nature Conservancy • Michigan Timbermen Association 
• Michigan Forest Products Industry • Michigan United Conservation Clubs 
• Huron Pines RC&D District • Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
• Michigan Assoc. of Conservation Districts • Michigan Ruffed Grouse Society 

• The grant goes through the summer of 2011. 
 
Chairman Pershinske asked Mike to continue to update the Council on the coalition. 
 
Supplemental Feeding: 
Chairman Pershinske said the Council made a recommendation to the Department to 
keep the rules on baiting as is in the UP.  Supplemental feeding is separate issue. 
 
Sherry MacKinnon explained the current supplemental feeding regulations.  
 
Stacy Welling said the current feeding regulations sunsets on January 1, 2010.  House 
Bill 4198 was introduced by Representative Lahti; the bill would extend the current 
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feeding regulations to 2016.  If the bill sunsets, the decision on supplemental feeding 
would be decided by the Legislature. 
 
Chairman Pershinske said wildlife food plots are going to become an issue of concern.  
Food plots keep deer in places they normally wouldn’t stay; food plots are put in places 
where there was never a food plot.  He asked the Council if they had a recommendation 
on supplemental feeding.   
 
Steve Rodock made a motion that the Council endorse House Bill 4198.  Motion 
supported by Bill Becks.  Jim Rutledge said he would like feeding to continue rather 
than open up to change or elimination.  Ayes: All Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Lisa DenBoer requested wildlife food plots as an agenda item for the next meeting.  
Does wildlife become dependent, what happens when the food plot is gone, and the 
impact of potentially introducing invasive species. 
 
Update on the Deer Management Plan:  
Sherry MacKinnon said the Deer Advisory Management Team met in St. Ignace on 
July 13 and 14.  The advisory team made 16 recommendations to the Department.  The 
document is a consensus document and provides general guidance to the Department.  
The Division will review the report in September and the plan will be presented to the 
NRC in October as information only.  Michigan State University will conduct a survey of 
the general public and there also will be a tribal consultation and all of that information 
will be taken into account when writing the plan.  Additionally there are going to be eight 
public meetings for comments either in January or February.  The public will also be able 
to provide written comments.  The plan will probably go to the Director for approval in 
April 2010.  
 
Removal of Dead Deer Carcasses:  
Sherry MacKinnon said in the 1980’s there was an interagency task force formed to 
look at this issue.  The task force determined that in the travel portion of the road the 
carcass removal is the responsibility of the road commission.  On the right of way it 
becomes the responsibility of the landowner or the land manager so basically it’s treated 
as litter.  
 
Discussion followed on natural organic material, financial implications, and letting nature 
take its course.  Lester Livermore made a motion to retain the status quo on deer 
removal.  The road commission or highway department is responsible for the removal of 
deer carcasses off the travel portion of the road and beyond that it’s the property owner’s 
responsibility.  Tom Buckingham supported the motion.  Ayes: All Nays: None.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Wolf Management Update: 
Chairman Pershinske made note of the handout that indicates all of the activity since 
September 2008 to the current date.  The wolf is an endangered, protected species.  
The Michigan wolf management plan is no longer appropriate and this also means the 
depredation rules are not in effect in reference to dogs and livestock.  The DNR has 
requested a permit from the Federal Government for depredation. 
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New Business: 
Proposed New Trout Regulations:   
Steve Scott, Lake Superior Basin Coordinator said there is a proposal to change the 
trout regulations on some streams in Michigan.  It’s a simplification process going from 
seven stream categories to three.  The proposal eliminates the Type 2 stream category 
and regulations.  That category was tried for a number of years but they didn’t see any 
improvement in the fisheries population.  The proposal includes a table showing where 
the Type 2 stream category is being placed.  Because this new information was added to 
the proposal the public comments period was extended.  Comments can be submitted 
on line through the DNR web site until September 1.  
 
Fisheries Management on Manistique Lakes: 
Darren Kramer provided stocking history for North and South Manistique Lakes since 
the mid 30’s and for Big Manistique Lakes since 1979.  On the DNR website the stocking 
records date back to 1979.  Darren also provided fishery management prescriptions for 
all three lakes.  The prescriptions give a rough outline of a proposed management 
action, how many fish they wish to stock, a write up providing rationale and reason, fish 
stocking request, how many fish they are going to stock, when, what species, and at 
what access sites.  All three lakes were surveyed in 2003 through their large lake survey 
program.  In the spring after ice out they set trap nets in all three lakes and did a 
population estimate for walleye, northern pike, and small mouth bass.  They also did a 
creel survey for about a year and a pilot did boat counts a few times a week.  That 
information is being processed right now.  Big Manistique Lake report is done and 
available on the web site and includes the fishery count and the creel information. 
 
For North (Round) Manistique Lake the fish stocking request is to stock primarily 
walleye, every other year at about 25 per acre, to take advantage of the abundant forage 
base of perch and common white suckers  They found some natural reproduction but not 
as much as the other two lakes.  In the past, a few lake trout were stocked from surplus 
brood stock from the federal hatcheries.  The other two requests are to stock northern 
muskellunge or as an alternate, stock northern pike.  North Manistique Lake doesn’t 
really support natural reproduction of northern pike or muskellunge.  There are no real 
predators to convert those common white suckers to something to fish for.  The 
prescription is for a total of 1,700 northern muskellunge fall fingerlings stocked in 2007, 
2008, 2009 and 2011, at 1 per acre so it doesn’t stress the forage base.   
 
Big Manistique Lake was surveyed in 2003.  In 2005, they talked about doing a program 
where walleye fry are immersed in tetracycline, which marks their bones.  The stain 
doesn’t harm the fish but is visible under a black light.  It identifies them as hatchery fish.  
VHS has stopped inland lake stocking of walleye.  Hopefully they’ll be able to get some 
restrictions from VHS lifted so they can expand their fish stocking in the future.   
 
Beginning in 1987, South Manistique Lake was stocked with muskellunge periodically.  
The stocking will continue at a moderate amount because natural reproduction hasn’t 
been found.  The fish stocking request is for every third year at one fish per acre.  The 
fish in South Manistique Lake tends to be bluegills, perch, walleye, pike and a fair 
amount of large mouth bass and small mouth bass are caught in that lake.  Muskellunge 
catches are low. 
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Tom Schweitzer said he is bringing two proposals to the Council tonight; to reduce the 
size limit on pike from 24 inches to 20 inches with a five bag limit and eliminate the 
March season.  
 
Darren Kramer said the pike management plan and the muskellunge management plan 
are available on the DNR web site and include the history, management, the biology, 
what needs to be done with regulations, where we are and where we want to go.  At the 
end of each of those documents there are several proposals on potential regulation 
changes.  Perhaps different regulations on different lakes i.e. slot limits, sizes.  Steve 
Scott said they are not going to entertain any changes to the pike regulations until this 
proposal has gone through public review, it’s on the DNR web site right now, and it’s too 
late to make any changes for 2010.  But they are probably going to be making some 
proposed regulation changes for 2011, which will be based on feedback.  Once the 
management proposals are fully reviewed by the public they’ll be putting together pike 
regulations.  That’ll be the opportunity to make suggestions for South Manistique Lake.  
As far as the two week season in March, Steve would like the opportunity to present 
some information on the winter creel survey from this past winter that included the two 
weeks in March that will provide some idea of the effect of the season expansion.  Steve 
Scott said there is an event called staging on the north side of Big Manistique Lake.  
Staging is where a group of fish of all the same species come to a certain area of lake 
prior to spawning.  Some years the walleye stage during the season, some years staging 
doesn’t occur or they staged after the season is already closed.  They wanted to 
maximize fishing opportunities that’s why they expanded the season by two weeks 
across the whole UP.  They will continue to monitor the March season and make 
changes if needed. 
 
At 8:40 p.m., Doug Schenueman apologized to the Council and to Steve Scott for 
leaving the meeting early.   
 
Chairman Pershinke said the March two week walleye season will be added to the next 
meeting agenda under old business. 
 
Public Questions: 
The lake was stocked in 1979, 1980 and 2005.  Could that be the reason the walleye 
was so poor in 2003?  Steve Scott said Big Manistique Lake has a very good natural 
reproduction and that is the best way to manage the lake.  There was a study of walleye 
lakes in Wisconsin, a comparison of lakes that have natural reproduction versus the 
lakes that were stocked.  The lakes with natural reproduction averaged five fish per acre 
and the stocked lakes averaged two fish per acre.  
 
Is there any thought of closing the March season to make sure that time frame 
doesn’t overlap for the staging and catching spawning fish?  Steve Scott said 
staging doesn’t happen every year, it might happen once every five years.  Their 
intention right now is to allow the fisheries to occur and make changes if they see some 
damages. 
 
What about stocking?  Steve Scott said they don’t want to be responsible for 
spreading VHS to new waters.  There have been very restrictive bait regulations for the 
past several years and those restrictions are not likely going away because of the 
concern about future diseases.  VHS hasn’t spread like they thought it would and there 
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haven’t been any new detections in the past two years.  Currently, there is a fish kill on 
the Huron River in Shiawassee County that may be from VHS.  Lake Superior is still 
completely without VHS and Steve is not sure when they’ll be able to stock walleye in 
Lake Superior.  Fisheries Division will make a decision in December to possibly stock 
some inland lakes.  The only fish being stocked are in the Bays de Noc.  They test the 
adult fish from Bay de Noc when the eggs are collected, the fry are tested after they 
hatch, and are tested again in the ponds before they come out.  There are two problems 
with VHS:  trout and salmon eggs can be treated with iodaphor in the hatchery and they 
know VHS is gone from those eggs; science right now has not proven that iodaphor will 
100 percent kill VHS in walleye and pike eggs.  The second issue; when fish samples 
are sent in for testing, it takes a minimum of 28 days to get the samples back to know if 
its VHS positive or not.  There is some work being done to be able to get a turn around 
in 24 hours but it’s not ready for use.  
 
Steve Scott said they’ll keep monitoring the two week season in March and if they start 
seeing changes they might need to make exceptions for specific bodies of water.  The 
public can help by providing feedback and reporting violations to the Report All Poaching 
at 800-292-7800.  
 
Lake Superior Lake Trout Bag Limit – Steve Scott 
This agenda item was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 17.  Lester Livermore offered 
to host the meeting at the Hiawatha Sportsman’s Club in Engadine.  Tom Schweitzer 
added he would like to have an annual meeting in Curtis.   
 
Council Members Closing Comments: 
Ginny Giddings has three agenda items for the next meeting.   
 
Glenn Moll said over the past few months there have been five ORV fatalities in the UP.  
In all of the cases, the riders were not wearing helmets and in a few of the cases, some 
or the riders were riding double. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.  


