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Eastern Upper Peninsula Citizen Advisory Council  
DNR Division Reports 
Date of Production: December 2014 
 
This documentation is provided by Michigan DNR staff as supplemental information to the  
Eastern UPCAC via email on December 9, 2014.    

 
 

 

Upper Peninsula Regional Coordinator:  Stacy Welling Haughey 
 
Public Meetings 
December 3 Wildlife Division Sportsman’s Coalition Meeting – DNR Marquette Office, 6:00pm 
December 4 Wildlife Division Sportsman’s Coalition Meeting – Great Lake Sportsmen’s Club, 

Escanaba, 6:00pm  
December 4 Eastern U.P. Citizen Advisory Council Meeting, Comfort Inn, Newberry 
December 11 Natural Resources Commission Meeting, Lansing 
January 12 Western U.P. Citizen Advisory Council Meeting – Location TBD (Date Tentative) 
January 15 Natural Resources Commission Meeting, Lansing 
 
 
 
U.P. State Park & State Sponsored Activities 
December 6 Michigan Iron Industry Museum – Snowshoe Lacing Workshop 
December 27 Porkies – Lantern Lit Ski & Snowshoe Trail 
December 31 Porkies – Shoe Year’s Hike 
January 3 Porkies – Lantern Lit Ski & Snowshoe Trail & Guided Snowshoe Hike 
January 10 Muskallonge Lake State Park - 16th Annual Tahquamenon Country Sled Dog Race   
January 10 Porkies – Lantern Lit Ski & Snowshoe Trail & Guided Snowshoe Hike 
January 16 Van Riper State Park – Lighted Snowshoe Trail 
January 17 Porkies – Lantern Lit Ski & Snowshoe Trail & Guided Snowshoe Hike 
January 24 Porkies – Lantern Lit Ski & Snowshoe Trail & Guided Snowshoe Hike 
January 31 Porkies – Lantern Lit Ski & Snowshoe Trail & Guided Snowshoe Hike 

 
 
 
 
Upcoming U.P. Recreation/Sporting Shows 
January 4 6th Annual Eki Loppet Cross Country Ski Race, Munising, www.valleyspur.org 
January 7 Michigan Nature Association Snowshow Hike at Twin Waterfalls Alger County, Munising, 

www.michigannature.org 
January 10 Michigan Nature Association - Snowshoe Hike at Echo Lake, Marquette, 

www.michigannature.org 
January 10 U.P. Championship Snowmobile Snow Drags, Ontonagon, www.mastersracing.net 
January 10 SISU Ski Fest, Ironwood, www.sisuskifest.com 

http://www.valleyspur.org/
http://www.michigannature.org/
http://www.michigannature.org/
http://www.mastersracing.net/
http://www.sisuskifest.com/


-2 of 20- 
 
 
 

January 17 Michigan Nature Association Snowshoe at Black Creek Nature Sanctuary, Calumet, 
www.michigannature.org 

January 21 Michigan Nature Association - Snowshoe Hike at Handford Memorial, Deerton, 
www.michigan.nature.org 

January 23-25 Noquemanon Ski Marathon, Marquette, www.noquemanon.com 
January 30-31 3rd Annual Ironline Sled Dog Race/Fat Bike Race, Iron River, www.theironline.com 
January 31 Frosty 5K & Merry Mile, Iron Mountain, www.dicsami.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Agenda 
Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee  
1.  Presentation on the Outdoor Adventure Center  
2.  Presentation on the Brighton Recreation Area General Management Plan  
3.  Youth Program Presentations on: 

a. Stepping Stones  
b. State Park Interpretive Programs  
c. Explorer Program 
d. Visitor Center Operations 

4.  Summer Youth Employment Program  
5.  Parks and Recreation General Updates  
 
NRC Policy Committee on Wildlife and Fisheries  
1. Fisheries Division Update  
2. Wildlife Division Update  

a.  Snowshoe Hare Project Results  
b. Plum Creek Research Project  

 
NRC Committee of the Whole 
1. Director’s Report 

a. Oil & Gas Auction Results  
b. Island Lake Sand Reclamation  
c.  Trails Update  
d. Natural Resources Trust Fund Board – Working with Foundations 
e. Preliminary Deer Report  
f. Graymont Recommendation  
g.  Wildlife Council Update  
h.  Nonresident Fish License  
i. President’s Award-Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs  
j. Law Enforcement Update  
k. Hunter Education Instructor of the Year Award 

2.  Legislative Report (see below) 
 
Thomas L. Washington Lifetime Commitment to Conservation Award:  Bill Rustem 
 
Public Appearances Before the NRC 

December 11th Natural Resources Commission Meeting 
 

http://www.michigannature.org/
http://www.michigan.nature.org/
http://www.theironline.com/
http://www.dicsami.org/
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Natural Resources Commission – Action  
1. Approval of Minutes:  October 9, 2014 Natural Resources Commission meeting 
2. Approval of Minutes:  November 6, 2014 Natural Resources Commission meeting 
3. Salvage Regulations for Game Killed by Collision with a Motor Vehicle, Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 

16 of 2014 
4. Elk Management Unit Technical Change, Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 17 of 2014 
 
Director’s Action 
1. Silver Lake State Park Off-Road Vehicle Scramble Area 
2. Oil and Gas Lease Auction  
3. Land Transactions 

a. Sale of Surplus DNR-Managed Land, Newberry Management Unit – Chippewa County, Land Transaction Case 
#20130254 

 
 
NRC Meeting Summary by Ed Golder 
 
The Natural Resources Commission met in Lansing today. Major actions approved by the Commission:  
 
An amendment to the Wildlife Conservation Order to change the rules on salvage regulations for game killed by motor 
vehicle. The amendment conforms to a new law that changes the rules on salvage regulations for certain species. The 
new regulations allow a driver to keep a game carcass by reporting to the Department or maintaining a written record of 
the accident. 
 
An amendment the Wildlife Conservation Order to make a technical change in Elk Hunting season. The change corrects a 
clerical error in the definition of an Elk Management Unit.  
 
Director Creagh was unable to be at today’s meeting, but plans to give his approval in the next few days to:  
 
The results of the Oct. 29 Oil and Gas Lease Auction. The department auctioned more than 152,000 acres of oil and gas 
leasing rights on public lands in 16 counties. The auction raised nearly $3 million for expansion and improvement of 
public recreation in Michigan.  
 
An order allowing early supplemental feeding of deer in the Upper Peninsula. Supplemental feeding of deer is usually 
allowed on private land in the northern U.P. counties along Lake Superior beginning in early January and in the southern 
counties if accumulated snowfall meets established minimum depths by mid-January. However, with early snow 
affecting the U.P. Director Creagh will issue an emergency order allowing feeding across the entire peninsula to begin 
Dec. 15. 
 
The director delayed a decision on a proposed new voucher system for ORV users at the popular scramble area at Silver 
Lake State Park. The system is designed to be more customer friendly and to protect public safety by reducing the long 
lines that form for the scramble area during peak use periods. Parks will review recent comments from the public before 
the director announces a final decision on the new system.  
 
In addition, Director Creagh will approve five land transactions.  
 
Those were the major decisions from today’s meeting. The day started with a meeting of the State Parks Advisory 
Committee.  

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/16WCO2014_SalvagePermit_Info_Signed_11062014_474071_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/16WCO2014_SalvagePermit_Info_Signed_11062014_474071_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/16WCO2014_SalvagePermit_Info_Signed_11062014_474071_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/17WCO2014_EMU_X_Technical_Change_Signed_11062014_474072_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/17WCO2014_EMU_X_Technical_Change_Signed_11062014_474072_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Silver_Lake_Scramble_Area_474073_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Oil_Gas_Lease_Auction_474074_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/LTC20130254_Chippewa_County_474075_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/LTC20130254_Chippewa_County_474075_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/LTC20130254_Chippewa_County_474075_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/LTC20130254_Chippewa_County_474075_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/16WCO2014_SalvagePermit_Info_Signed_11062014_474071_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/16WCO2014_SalvagePermit_Info_Signed_11062014_474071_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/17WCO2014_EMU_X_Technical_Change_Signed_11062014_474072_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Oil_Gas_Lease_Auction_474074_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Supplement_Feeding_of_Deer_Interim_OrderNo.1_fo_2014_476111_7.pdf
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Vicki Anthes of Parks gave an update on the Outdoor Adventure Center in Detroit, the educational center with exhibits, 
displays and hands-on simulators  that will serve as a gateway to the outdoors for people across Michigan, especially the 
urban audience of Southeast Michigan. The department plans to open the 42,000-square-foot center next year 
sometime.  
 
Deb Jensen from Parks presented information on the Brighton Recreation Area Management Plan. Brighton is close to a 
large population center and sees nearly a quarter million visitors a year. The area covers nearly 5,000 acres and has a 
wide variety of recreational opportunities, including 41 miles of trails, a riding stable, nine lakes with four boating access 
sites, five campgrounds and five rustic cabins. The management plan will seek to expand recreational opportunities at 
this well-used recreation area. The committee unanimously adopted a resolution recommending approval of the 
Brighton Recreation Area General Management Plan. 
 
Gary Williams from Parks told the committee about the Stepping Stones Program, which offers urban audiences 
educational experiences in Michigan State Parks. In 2014, the program served more than 3,000 youth and 618 adults 
with programs ranging from archery to nature exploration to camping to fishing.  
 
Jon Spieles from the Marketing Division talked about the Michigan State Park Interpretation and Education programs. 
The programs incorporate a variety of focuses, including park interpretation, recreation programming and recruitment 
and retention of hunters and anglers. In 2014 those programs served more than 111,000 people. More than 300,000 
people have attended our visitor centers. Jon talked about the importance of these encounters to educate the public 
regarding a range of natural resources issues, such as the threat posed by invasive species or how the department 
manages Michigan's wolf population.  
 
Murdock Jemerson from Parks gave a report to the committee on the Summer Youth Employment Initiative, which 
connects at-risk youth with natural resources in Flint, Saginaw, Pontiac and Detroit. This past summer was the third 
summer the department has operated the program. The initiative works through non-profit agencies to engage young 
people in the outdoors and teach them workforce skills. This year the program served nearly 850 youth, ages 16-19.  
 
Next came a meeting of the Policy Committee on Wildlife and Fisheries. Fisheries Chief Jim Dexter updated the 
committee on the St. Joseph River Berrien Springs Fish Cam, located in the viewing chamber of the fish ladder there. The 
Carbon Media Group put in the camera at no cost to the state, allowing anglers and the general public to watch fish 
move through. Jim spoke, too, about the department's 2014 Muskellunge Stocking program. The department stocked 
36,000 fall fingerlings in 23 waters in 18 counties. 
 
Jim reported on a Web-based system the department is using that allows fishing tournament organizers to schedule 
events. The system, which was new last year, allows the department to collect data and reduce conflicts among users. 
Fisheries plans to broaden use of this system in the coming season. 
 
Next, Wildlife Chief Russ Mason talked about an interim order from the director to allow supplemental feeding in the UP 
(referenced above). Brent Rudolph of Wildlife and Chad Stewart, the department's new deer specialist, reported to the 
committee on the preliminary results of the 2014 deer season. There was a 6.6 percent decrease compared to last year 
in the number of licensed hunters during this year’s firearm season. Activity at check stations was down. Brent estimates 
that UP harvest was down between 30 percent and 40 percent compared to 2013. Northern Lower was down about 10 
percent year-to-year. Southern Lower was down about 5 percent.  
 
Michigan is not alone in this reality. Back-to-back harsh winters have affected deer harvest numbers throughout the 
Midwest. Wisconsin, for instance, was down 39 percent in northern counties. Minnesota saw similar reductions. Our 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10369_64258---,00.html
http://www.carbontv.com/cams/michigan-dnr-fish-cam/
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hunter survey will provide more precise information in coming months. The department continues to respond to 
concerns about the deer population with a variety of tools, including accelerated supplemental feeding.  
 
Gary Roloff from Michigan State University reported to the committee on snowshoe hare in Michigan. A study 
conducted by Gary and his colleagues looked at the effect of climate change and other factors on snowshoe hare. One 
problem the typically prolific hare faces is that its protective white winter coloring is less effective against predators 
when there is no snow cover. The study found that a combination of climate change and habitat changes has reduced 
the population in Michigan by causing increased predation.  
 
Bill Scullon from Wildlife and Charlie Becker of Plum Creek Timber told the committee about a cooperative program 
between the department and Plum Creek to manage deer wintering complexes. The program is an innovative 
partnership between wildlife managers and industry forest managers to find solutions that benefit both.  
 
During the Committee of the Whole, Mary Uptigrove of Minerals Management updated the commission on the Oct. 29 
Oil and Gas Lease Auction (results above). Mary and Parks Chief Ron Olson told the committee about the Island State 
Recreation Area reclamation project, which is moving forward.  
 
Marketing and Outreach Chief Kristin Phillips told the commission that the Michigan Wildlife Council is currently seeking 
bids from firms to conduct a statewide information campaign to tell the public about the important role hunting and 
fishing play in natural resources management. The council hopes to select a firm in the next five months. 
 
Forestry Chief Bill O'Neill told the commission about an incident this summer involving one of his divisions' fire officers. 
Fire Officer Bryan Russell was on his way to work at Yankee Springs Recreation Area on July 15 when he saw smoke 
pouring out of the top story of a home along his route. He called local firefighters then knocked on the door and found a 
man who did not know his home was on fire. The man told Bryan his two young grandchildren were upstairs. Bryan 
made his way through the smoke and rescued the two children, ages 3 and 5. The Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs 
honored Bryan with their President's Award for going above and beyond the call of duty. 
 
Law Enforcement Chief Gary Hagler told the commission about recent successful investigations by his division, including 
an incident involving the illegal shipping of uncertified bait to Michigan, and an elk poaching case in Montmorency 
County.  The chief informed the commission that LED has 44 recruits signed up for a January Conservation Officer 
Academy. Twenty-three new COs graduated from an academy earlier this year. The chief said that the 2014 firearm deer 
season was one of the safest on record. In November, there were only two reported hunter injury incidents, neither 
fatal. In fact for all of 2014 there have been only nine reported hunting injury incidents, all non-fatal. 
 
The chief presented to Warren Meyer of Cheboygan the Hunter Education Instructor of the Year Award. Warren started 
teaching firearm safety in 1947 and has been a certified hunter education instructor since 1998. He participates in no 
fewer than three classes a year. Mr. Meyer is a World War II veteran who served his country in Germany and France.  
 
The Commission then presented its first ever Thomas L. Washington Lifetime Commitment to Conservation Award. The 
award is named for the late Tom Washington, a Michigan conservation giant and member of the Michigan Conservation 
Hall of Fame and the Environmental Hall of Fame. The award went to Bill Rustem, who recently retired as director of 
strategy for Gov. Rick Snyder. Bill has been a long-time and passionate advocate for natural resources in Michigan, 
beginning with his work in the administration of Gov. Bill Milliken. Among other achievements, Bill Rustem spearhead 
the Michigan bottle bill in 1976 and in 1984 he coordinated the statewide campaign for the constitutional amendment 
that created the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund. Bill, a passionate hunter and angler, said he was “very 
humbled” by the award, especially because it was named after Tom Washington, “a great person who was a friend of 
mine and a mentor."  
 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10371_10402-341833--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153--342213--rss,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153--342213--rss,00.html
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This will be the last NRC report of 2014. I hope you and your families have a wonderful holiday season -- including some 
time to rest and relax -- and a happy New Year. I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming all-employee meetings 
we'll be holding around the state beginning in late January.   -Ed Golder, Public Information Officer 
 
 
 
 
SB 78 – Prohibits the Designation of Biodiversity Areas – Sen. Casperson 
This bill seeks to amend the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to prohibit the DNR and the 
NRC from promulgating or enforcing a rule or order that designates or classifies an area of land, specifically for 
the purpose of achieving or maintain biological diversity. The bill also eliminates the conservation of biological 
diversity from the DNR’s duties regarding forest management, and requires the DNR to balance its management 
activities with economic values.  

• This bill is before the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
• The Administration has not taken a position on this legislation. 

 
SB’s 795-797 & 799-800 – Increases Penalties for Prohibited Species Violations and Adds Additional 
Prohibited Species – Sen’s. Kowall, Meekhof, Pavlov, Green, Casperson, Walker, Moolenaar, and 
Hansen 
These bills seek to amend various sections of the Michigan Complied Laws to increase penalties for violations 
of introduction of prohibited, restricted, genetically engineered or nonnative aquatic species and also includes 
“insect” and “aquatic plant” in the prohibited list. To include additional criminal penalties; forfeiture of 
property; suspension or revocation of licenses or permits.   

• These bills are before the full House for consideration. 
• The Administration supports this legislation. 

 
SBs 926 & 927 – Prohibits the Use of Aerial Drones for the Taking of Game – Sen’s. Casperson and 
Pavlov 
These bills seek to amend Sections 40102, 40111c, and 40112 of the Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act to prohibit the use of drones for the taking game or to interfere with or harass another individual 
who is hunting.  

• These bills are before the full House for consideration. 
• The Administration supports this legislation. 

 
SB 1056 – Provides for the Conveyance of Certain Property in Calhoun County after Acquisition from 
the Federal Government – Sen. Nofs 
This bill seeks to amend the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act by adding Section 2120a to 
require the Department to locate current de facto owners of certain lands in Calhoun County and convey a 
portion of the property to these de facto owners. 

• This bill is before the full House for consideration. 
• The Administration supports this legislation. 

 
HB 5226 – Expands Crop Damage Permits to Include Bear– Rep. McBroom 
This bill seeks to amend Section 40114 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to include 
bear as a species for which a crop damage permit can be issued.  The bill establishes specific deadlines for 
responding to a request for a permit and also requires that only a person with a valid bear hunting license shall 
be allowed to shoot the nuisance bear.  

December 2014 Legislative Update - Trevor VanDyke , Director, Legislative & Legal Affairs Office 
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• This bill is before the full Senate for consideration. 
• The Administration is neutral this legislation. 

 
HB 5563 – Creates a Disposal Process for Abandoned Vessels, ORVs and Snowmobiles – Rep. 
LaFontaine 
This bill seeks to amend the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to create a process for the 
disposal of abandoned vessels, ORVs and snowmobiles. 

• This bill is before the full Senate for consideration. 
• The Administration supports this legislation. 

 
HB 5952 – Removes the Use Restriction on Property Conveyed to Commerce Township Snowmobiles – 
Rep. Kesto 
This bill seeks to amend the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to authorize the Department 
to receive and then convey property in Commerce Township for the development of a township library. 

• This bill is before the full House for consideration. 
• The Administration supports this legislation. 

 
HB 6080 – Modifies the Accumulated Principal and Allowable Expenditure Limitations in the MNRTF 
and Recreation Endowment Fund – Rep. LaFontaine 
This bill seeks to amend the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to modify the accumulated 
principal and allowable expenditures limitations. 

• This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
• The Administration has not taken a position on this legislation. 

 
HB 6085 – Allows a Homeowners Association to Apply for a Temporary Buoy Permit – Rep. Genetski 
This bill seeks to amend the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to allow a homeowners 
association that borders the great lakes or their connecting waterway to requires a temporary permit for the 
placement of buoys from June 1 until September 30. 

• This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
• The Administration has not taken a position on this legislation. 

 
If you would like to learn more about these and other bills, you can access the Michigan Legislature website at 
www.legislature.mi.gov.  
 
 
Finance & Operations: Christina Hammill, Eastern UP 
Reminder: The last day to apply for the 2015 Pure Michigan hunt is December 31st. Pure Michigan Hunt winners can now 
transfer their winning hunting licenses if they choose to. Apply as many times as you'd like! Don't miss out on your 
chance to win once-in-a-lifetime hunting opportunities and a prize package valued over $4,000.00! 
 
Dates to Remember 
12/1 – Late Archery Deer season opens  
12/1 – Ruffed Grouse season re-opens  
12/1 – Bobcat, Fisher, Marten Trapping season opens in U.P. 
12/1 – Pike & Muskie spearing season opens 
12/5 – Muzzleloader Deer season opens in Zone 1 & 2 (through 12/14) 
12/11 – Goose season closes in North Zone 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/
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12/15 – Fisher and Marten trapping season closes 
12/18 – Fisher and Marten registration deadline 
12/31 – Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass season closes 
12/31 – Last day to apply for 2015 Pure Michigan Hunt  
1/1 – Can apply for Spring Turkey license 
1/1 – Bobcat hunting opens  
1/1 – Late Archery deer season closes 
1/1 – Ruffed grouse season closes 
1/9 – Last day for deer check 
2/1 – Deadline for Spring Turkey license applications 
2/1 – Bobcat trapping season closes (Unit A & B) 
2/11 – Bobcat (trapping season) registration deadline (Unit A & B) 
2/14 & 2/15 – Free Fishing Weekend 
 
Forest Resources Division:  Jeff Stampfly, Acting Eastern UP Supervisor 
 The 2016 Year of Entry (YOE) inventory information for the Eastern Upper Peninsula (EUP) Forest Management Units 

(FMUs) is posted to the internet.  All 2016 YOE Open houses and Compartment reviews were completed by the end 
of October. There was better than average participation in the EUP open houses this year.  Forest management staff 
are starting on the 2017 YOE inventory.  Open house and compartment review schedules will be posted online when 
they are finalized, along with other state forest inventory information at: Michigan.Gov/Forestry.    
The 2017 EUP compartment review schedule will be similar to the 2016 one. 

 
 The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) completed a Surveillance Audit of 

Michigan State Forest lands in early October.  The field portion was exclusively in the Upper Peninsula.  In the EUP, 
both the Newberry and Shingleton FMU’s were visited by the external auditors. The Corrective Action Requests 
(CARs) from last year were closed, and no new significant issues were identified.  It is expected that we will receive 
the final report from that audit by the end of the year and it will be posted online.  For more information on 
Michigan’s Forest Certification Program go to: Michigan.gov/ForestCertification. 

 
 There has been some recent shifting of forest management staff.   A fire officer from Seney, a forester from 

Shingleton and a forester from Naubinway all transferred to the WUP.  We have hired a new forest technician in 
Shingleton, and have advertised the Naubinway forester position.  We are in the process of hiring a new fire officer 
to be temporarily located in Shingleton.  New fire officers are often placed in temporary locations until all of the 
internal promotions and transfers are completed.  At the temporary locations, they receive training in equipment 
operation and maintenance.    

 
 Timber harvesting activity is strong, although recent high snowfall is becoming an issue in some areas.  As of 

November 12th, we have 301 open timber sale contracts in the EUP.  This represents 39,905 acres of timber valued 
at approximately $24.0 million.  Approximately 25 of these sales are currently active.   
 

 Shingleton and the Sault have timber sale bid dates for early December, the ones in the Sault are for beech and ash 
salvage.  Shingleton also reports some real difficulty in marketing this year’s Petrel deer wintering complex sale.  
This is largely due to the sale specifications necessary to meet the objectives of the sale. 

  
 Timber sales prepared for the 2014 YOE were completed at the end of October.   In the EUP approximately 16,000 

acres were prepared in 134 timber sales.  Statewide 62,000 acres were prepared, which is the second highest since 
2000.   

 
 In the UP, 137 bushels of Red Pine cones and 309 bushels of Jack Pine cones were collected for Wyman nursery. 

http://www.michigan.gov/forestry
http://www.michigan.gov/forestcertification
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 Wyman nursery cleared 7.5 acres to plant oak.  The nursery will be growing approximately 3,000-5,000 oak saplings 

per year for wildlife division to plant on state forest land to replace beech trees. 
 
 UP fire activity in 2014 was one of the lowest in recent memory.  Staff have been winterizing fire equipment.  Fire 

officer activity will switch to major equipment maintenance, snowmobile program work and winter fire planning and 
training.  The annual firefighter’s fitness test for those wanting to be fire qualified for 2015 is scheduled for mid-
December.   

 
 There has been a lot of activity preparing for the upcoming snowmobile season and grant sponsor meetings were 

conducted across the UP.  Grant sponsor contacts (fire officers) have begun checking trails for signing and brushing.  
 

 Fire officers assisted with a roller chopper cultivation project in the Newberry FMU in the Duck Lake Fire area. 
 

 Newberry FMU staff replaced decking on the Murphy Creek Bridge.  There was increased beaver activity in October, 
and associated complaints about roads in the Newberry area.  Trappers were contacted to help resolve the flooding 
issues by removing problem beaver during trapping season. 

 
EUP Wildlife Division: Terry Minzey, Wildlife Supervisor (Prepared by Kristie Sitar, Wildlife Biologist) 
 Habitat work: Fall habitat work has drawn to a close with the Shingleton unit finishing up some fall brush hogging 

and preparations for spring plantings. Staff across the east UP will begin planning for habitat projects that will occur 
in the next field season.   

 
 UP Deer Camp Survey:  The UP Deer Camp Survey was sent out to a total of 680 participating camps prior to the 

firearm deer season. The survey will gather information from hunters on their harvest and deer sightings during 
firearm season. Completed survey forms will be received through December and results will be analyzed in January 
with a report of the data following in mid-winter.  

 
 Hunter Access Program (HAP) Update:  Private landowners participate in the DNR HAP program to increase 

available hunting opportunities on private lands.  Those parcels of land were checked this fall during sharp-tailed 
grouse season to determine use.   It was found that the properties were being utilized for sharp-tail hunting and 
mostly by hunters from out of town. 

 
 Plan updates: A five year review of the 2008 Michigan Wolf Management Plan is occurring this year.  The Wolf 

Management Plan was created using public input to identify important issues and assess attitudes about wolves and 
wolf management in Michigan. The four principal goals of the plan are to maintain a viable population, facilitate 
wolf-related benefits, minimize wolf-related conflicts and conduct science based, socially acceptable management of 
wolves. The DNR is seeking comment from those interested in wolf management to aid in the evaluation of the plan 
implementation.  An electronic survey is now open at www.surveymonkey.com/s/wolfplanupdate, or a paper copy 
can be obtained by calling the wildlife division at 517-284-9453. Comments will be accepted until December 11th. 

 
In addition, the Wildlife Division is in the beginning process of updating our 2010 Guiding Principles and Strategies 
(GPS) plan. There will be a facilitated review for stakeholders in the summer of 2015 and an opportunity for public 
comment on the draft plan in fall of 2015.    

 
 Wolf Survey: The DNR will complete a wolf survey this winter to estimate the wolf population in Michigan. The UP is 

divided into sections for the wolf survey and randomly selected sections will be surveyed by DNR staff during winter 
months with a population estimate being generated in spring upon survey completion.  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/wolfplanupdate
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 Interesting tidbit: A wolf radio-collared on July 4, 2013 during the DNR’s research trapping effort in southern 

Mackinac County made its way to Quebec Canada, a distance of at least 386 miles.  The wolf was ear-tagged and 
radio-collared but its collar was chewed off in January 2014 in southern Mackinac County.  The wolf was caught by a 
trapper and harvested north of Val-d’Or Quebec, Canada in November 2014.  

 
Parks & Recreation Division: Tom Paquin, Eastern Supervisor 
 Trails Update:  Finished up the Haywire trail improvement project.  Held an ORV meeting in Gould City with the local 

clubs and Mackinac County regarding the ORV route proposals extending from Newberry to Cut River, Curtis and 
Gould City.  Also, meet with Alger County last week to discuss ORV route proposals in Alger County.  The Raco-Soo 
proposal is getting closer to approval as well as the MDOT Seney North connector route that will connect Seney to 
the Danaher Plains Trail and other opportunities.  Could mention the USFS/grant sponsor meeting also.  The 
Cranberry bridge has been permanently installed 

 
 Indian Lake/Palms Book:  The Escanaba & Newberry boating crews re-shaped the parking lot at Palms Book to 

better accommodate tour busses & large motorhomes.  We repaired several areas of the 2 miles of road leading into 
Forest Lake State Campground. The work was done by the Fire Officers from the Shingleton Field Office.  Phase one 
of the shoreline erosion project at Indian Lake State Park is scheduled to begin this spring.  The work will be done by 
the Newberry & Escanaba construction crews.  The bids for our new toilet building at Palms Book are in & the 
contract should be awarded soon. Construction is scheduled to begin in the spring 2015 with a completion date of 
early June.  Camping -28%, day use -1%, Shelters even, mini cabins +20%. Palms Book attendance +2% 

 
 Fayette Historic State Park:  At the Historic Townsite, we are nearing completion of porch replacement, residing of 

east wall & sash repair on Building #9.  For the Furnace Complex stack reconstruction, 100% meeting scheduled early 
December 2014 with construction in summer 2015.  At the Harbor, 100% complete plans in hand for replacement of 
old dock, there is a bid package coming yet this fall (2014) and planned construction will be in summer 2015.  Cabled 
dock segments to shore.  For the Campground, we are continuing to work with PSC to complete plans for T/S 
Building, Dump Station & on-site sewage treatment.  Planned construction is in summer 2015.  Drainage issues at 
several points along roads addressed with a BIG assist from the Escanaba Major Maintenance Crew and re-siding of 
the supervisor residence has begun.  The Fayette Fall Fest was held October 4th with 56 camps Fri night and 57 Sat 
night.  73 cars by booth – 55 knew about event; 18 did not.  Thru Sept, camp nights were down 3% from previous 3 
yr period.  Total attendance was down 11% during the same period. 

 
 Straits State Park:  Hazard and downed trees were removed at the Straits State Park and Forest campgrounds.  We 

used the Chipper and Stumper to dispose of the trees.  The new Pine River boat access site is substantially complete 
but major rains in October forced the contractors to return in the spring to finish the site.  The gasoline shed was re-
roofed.  9&10 News went to Lime Island to film a show on unknown islands on its television special, with the staff 
while the island was being winterized.  For the month of October we had 453 camps and brought in $ 9,943.00 in 
camping.  We ended the year with 16,873 camps.  Last year we had 17,280 camps.  The park staff attended many 
meeting this past quarter.  Including the Management planning process open house, Harbormasters meeting, ORV 
/snowmobile meeting, Invasive species weed meeting, and the District meeting.  The area received a lot of rain from 
several storms this past month. 

 
 Tahquamenon Falls State Park:  Lower Falls boat concession, and overlook renovation is nearing the 50% 

completion of the phase 100 study. Adverse weather has slowed progress.  Ranger Michael Selbee retired on 
October 28th.  Events included the Tahquamenon Wilderness Canoe Race was held on September 13th, the Hike 
between da falls on September 26th with over 150 hikers, and the annual Harvest Festival was the weekend of 
October 11th and 12th. Both campgrounds at the lower falls were full, with record day-use attendance.  Events 
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contributed to very high day-use, and campground attendance figures.  The lower falls concessionaire (Store) had 
record setting sales this year.  Early snowfall presented issues. 

 
 Muskallonge Lake State Park:  Lake Superior shoreline erosion update:   There has been significant advancement 

towards the Headquarters buildings this fall. The erosion has reached the critical stage for building removal. Staff is 
making preparations to demolish the two north bays as soon as possible. The pole building will be torn down also 
this winter. There is currently a vacant Ranger Position.  The Park will be hosting the Tahquamenon Country Sled 
Dog Race on January 10th. For race information go to www.tcsdr.org 

 
 Brimley State Park:  Repairs were made to the Soo to Raco Grade, repairs included fixing large holes made by 

motorized vehicles as well as damage created by beavers.  Harvest Fest was held the weekends of September 26th 
and 27th and October 4th and 5th.  Algonquin pathway clean up days in October 14 volunteers showed up to help get 
the trail ready for Ski Season.  Brimley had 237 camps the weekend of the first harvest fest.  We also collected 789 
canned goods the first weekend of harvest fest to be donated to the local Salvation Army.  The park staff hosted a 
free pancake breakfast for campers on Saturday September 27th serving 397 pancakes.  Brimley State Park is hosting 
monthly meetings with Superior Township regarding the creation of a new Township Park. 

 
Eastern UP Fisheries Division:  Steve Scott, Eastern UP Field Units Supervisor 
 Field Units (Steve Scott, Unit Manager):  Our field season is now completed and staff are busy entering collected 

information in our computers for later analysis. Fish scales are also being prepared and read to determine age and 
growth rates of those fish collected.  Chuck Payment, our technician supervisor in Newberry, has retired after many 
years of working the in the eastern U.P. We are hoping that this position will be approved for filling in the coming 
months. 

 
 Marquette and Thompson Fish Hatcheries (Jan VanAmberg, Manager):  No report. 
 
 Marquette Fisheries Research Station (Ed Baker, Manager):  The field season has ended for 2014. The research 

vessel Lake Char has been winterized and put on hard ground. The vessel was pulled from Lake Superior on 
November 10 as the first snowflakes of the Veteran’s Day storm began falling. The last survey work on Lake Superior 
was completed the first week of November 5 when 6 lean and 3 siscowet lake trout were tagged with popup 
satellite tags and released near Marquette. Stream survey work was also completed in late October when staff 
finished electrofishing surveys of streams for the upcoming coaster brook trout regulations evaluation. Research 
staff has completed winterizing gear and is now fully engaged in winter lab work and fish aging, necessary gear 
repair and maintenance, data processing and analysis, and report writing.   

 
Marketing & Outreach Division:  Jon Spieles, Education Services Section 
 We are continuing to provide information about projects that have been made possible due to the new license 

structure, including a Facebook post about a grant-funded habitat improvement project. The post was well received 
and reached over 33,000 people, earned 426 likes, comments and shares. 

 
 Recruitment and Retention staff attended the National Wildlife Turkey Federation (NWTF) Save the Habitat – Save 

the Hunt training in Georgia this month. The DNR will be partnering with NWTF to implement this effort in 
Michigan. 

 
 Michigan Operation Freedom Outdoors held a train-the- trainer handgun class in October at the Sharonville shooting 

range to certify about 15 of their staff and volunteers as CPL instructors. 
 

http://www.tcsdr.org/
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 Jackson College’s baseball team volunteered at the Sharonville shooting range and about 30 members of the team 
spent a beautiful fall day clearing brush and small trees from the shotgun range. The work will help facilitate lead 
reclamation at the range. 

 
 Recruitment and Retention staff provided archery shooting opportunities at two state park events – the ‘Great 

Outdoors Youth Jamboree’ at Lake Hudson state park and the ‘Park It – Lakelands Trail event’ at Lakeland state park. 
 
 Recruitment and Retention staff attended a Q & A session with Forest Resource Division staff and residents of 

Whitewater Township in Grand Traverse County to provide information about construction of a new shooting range 
in the area. 
 

 During fiscal year 2014 (Oct 1, 2013- Sept 30, 2014), interpretive staff at state parks and fish hatcheries: 
• Hosted 302,127 customers at nine visitor centers 
• Completed 4,477 programs for 111,243 participants (1% increase from FY 13) 

− 58,510 participated in K-12 school programs 
−  52,733 participated in programming for adult and family audiences 

 
 Michigan DNR Education Services and Fisheries Division staff hosted the National Aquatic Education Conference in 

Traverse City October 16-30. The Aquatic Resource Education Association (AREA) attracted educators from more 
than 30 states to discuss both angling and aquatic stewardship programs. Many outdoor learning sessions featured 
DNR programs including fish production at the Platte, research at Charlevoix, and education at the Carl T. Johnson 
Hunt and Fish Center. 

 Finance and Administrative staff: 
• Successfully completed year-end close for FY 2014 
• Are setting up contracts and PO releases for FY 2015 
• Are assisting in hiring new education and marketing positions 

 
 Through November 2, 2014, 34,064 federal duck stamps have been sold. 

 
 From March through September 2014, online sales comprised over 9.25% up from 7% last year. 

 
 We received 8,500 electronic submissions for the trail naming contest. 

 
 The DNR Facebook page featured a special State Park Spotlight in late summer and early fall, with weekly blog posts 

highlighting a different park. In all, 13 state parks were featured, pulling in 929 likes, 120 comments and 275 shares. 
 

 Email subscriptions are still climbing, with 882,000 subscribers who have signed up for updates on 60 different 
topics. The average subscriber has signed up for at least 2 topics, for a total of 2 million subscriptions. Here are 
examples of emails that we are sending as part of our fall hunting campaign. 

 
Law Enforcement Division (LED): Lt. Skip Hagy, District 2 
As of the writing of this report we are in the middle of a very busy deer season. Officers have encountered many 
violations and arrested several people prior to season with gunshot deer along with many other violations encountered 
during the season. 
 
As discussed at the previous CAC, there are now enhanced penalties for the killing of deer specifically any buck with 
greater penalties for violated trophy deer. A number of suspects have been charged under this enhanced penalty and 
we are awaiting court action.   
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The first week of deer season activity is included below along with other incidents since the last CAC. 
 
 CO Robert Crisp assisted a U S Forest Service officer in a contact with a small game hunter.  The woman exited the 

woods carrying a single shot 20 gauge shotgun loaded with bird shot, wearing hunter orange, with a hunting dog 
and denied that she had been hunting. Enforcement action was taken. 

 
 CO Jerrold Fitzgibbon and PCO Rob Freeborn set up a grouse decoy in a complaint area. They were targeting road 

hunting and people shooting from vehicles. Within 15 minutes of setting up the decoy they had their first customer.  
PCO Freeborn stopped the driver after the loaded gun was pointed out the driver’s window (allowing the decoy to 
survive another encounter).  The education of hunter safety continued with a ticket being issued for possessing a 
loaded gun in a vehicle.   

 
 PCO Jon Busken and CO Kevin Postma were patrolling Chippewa County when they came across a vehicle stopped in 

the middle of the road. The vehicle began moving forward when approached by the COs before stopping once again. 
It was immediately apparent the operator was intoxicated. Multiple open containers of alcohol were recovered from 
the vehicle. During field sobriety tests the driver told the COs, “Just take me to jail”. “I am not going to pass your 
test.” A later breath test revealed the subject’s blood alcohol level was over the legal limit.  The subject was arrested 
and lodged in the Chippewa County jail and tickets were issued to the passengers for open intoxicants in a motor 
vehicle.  

 
 PCO Jon Busken and CO Kevin Postma assisted local deputies with a car accident where the victim was pinned in 

their vehicle. The victim sustained several injuries that required numerous surgeries, and is looking at a long 
recovery. The investigation revealed that the “at fault” driver had a suspended driver’s license and was drunk at the 
time of the crash. The Chippewa County Sheriff Department completed the investigation and is seeking warrants 
through the Prosecutors office.  

 
 While patrolling for waterfowl and small game hunters, CO Mike Hammill and PCO Bobby Watson checked a state 

forest campground. While in the campground, two separate groups came out of their campers with envelopes and 
money in hand, attempting to pay for their overnight stay. When questioned, each camper admitted to camping for 
multiple nights without paying. Enforcement action was taken. 

 
 While patrolling state land in Mackinac County CO Busken came across two individuals loading a trailer full of wood. 

A short investigation confirmed that the individuals were taking the wood without a permit. Enforcement action was 
taken.  

 
 CO Busken wrapped up a litter investigation from this summer in which the suspect dumped four bags of garbage on 

state land. Several pieces of personal mail were among the trash. Enforcement action was taken.  
 
 CO Busken worked with the Mackinac County Prosecutor to place charges against an individual who created an 

illegal road in Mackinac County.  
 
 CO Kevin Postma assisted MSP and the Chippewa County SD with a domestic disturbance involving a firearm.  No 

individuals were injured and one individual was lodged in the Chippewa Count Jail for DV. 
 
 COs Kevin Postma and Jon Busken assisted with a domestic violence call at a local bar in Rudyard.  One individual 

was taken to jail on a domestic violence charge by Kinross PD. 
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 CO Kevin Postma was contacted reference a turkey that was just shot illegally off of private property.  After roughly 
an hour and a half of searching the area the suspect vehicle was seen by CO Postma at which time the driver politely 
waved.  CO Postma contacted the driver and was able to obtain a confession of the trespass.  The turkey and firearm 
were then seized and a report will be sent to the Prosecutor’s Office for review.    

 
 Conservation Officer Mike Hammill and PCO Bobby Watson handled an illegal camping complaint on Commercial 

Forest lands in Northern Luce County.  CO Hammill was talking to one individual while through the woods the 
sounds of a subject singing while walking toward the camp could be heard.  A short time later an individual showed 
up at the camper dressed in full camouflage and carrying a crossbow.  When asked for his hunting license the 
subject replied, “I wasn’t hunting; I was just sitting in the woods”. In the end the CO’s issued a citation for hunting 
without a license. 

 
 While on routine wildlife patrol PCO Watson made contact with a subject driving a side-by-side ATV and it was 

discovered that the ATV did not possess proper registration stickers. Action was taken. 
 
 CO Robert Crisp responded to a poaching complaint in Schoolcraft County.  Contact was made with the complainant 

who stated a red truck occupied by two young males had shot a deer in their field approximately 50 yards from their 
house.  CO Crisp investigated the scene and was able to come up with a local suspect who did not live far from the 
incident.  Contact was made with the owner of the red truck who immediately confessed to being there and gave 
the name of the shooter.  Tribal CO’s assisted in the case and several tickets were issued to the suspect. 
 

 While on routine patrol, CO’s Freeborn and Fitzgibbon located a hunter bringing bait to his deer stands. When asked 
about the bait the subject stated that he had put 200 pounds of bait down the previous week at each stand and it 
was gone already. After following the subject back to each of his stands, several hundred pounds of fresh bait was 
located at each stand along with several cut trees. Enforcement action was taken. 

 
 CO John Wenzel conducted a Hunter Safety field day for three students who had taken the on-line course. 
 
 CO John Wenzel taught the law session at a hunter safety class with approximately 30 students attending. 
 
 CO John Wenzel assisted a Federal Forest Service officer on a complaint of an illegal blind and ORV trails on federal 

lands.  It was determined that there is an ongoing civil dispute in regards to land ownership between the land owner 
and the federal government.  The blinds and trails were documented by the Forest Service Officer. 

 
 CO Michael Evink, acting on a RAP complaint, made contact with two individuals who were cutting boughs on state 

land. Contact was made with the individuals and they claimed to have a permit, but had forgotten it.  After pressing 
the issue the suspect stated they had gone to the US Forest Service office and bought the permit.  The CO informed 
the two that they were on State land and even if they did have the Forest Service permit it would be invalid where 
they were cutting.  Enforcement action was taken.   

 
 CO Michael Evink responded to an injured hawk along US-2.  Officer Evink was able to take the hawk into custody.  

After a thorough inspection the hawk was released to the care of the local veterinary service. 
 
 CO Jared Ferguson checked a bow hunter after dark driving out from his stand.  He had his uncased bow in the seat 

next to him.  Enforcement action resulted. 
 
 CO Jared Ferguson responded to a complaint of someone shooting after dark.  The Officer was able to track the deer 

hunter dragging his deer to the river.  The officer observed the hunter with the deer in a canoe crossing the river.  By 
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the time Officer Ferguson was able to get around to the other side (1/2 hour) the subject had loaded the canoe and 
deer into a vehicle and had left.  The investigation continues.  

 
 CO Jared Ferguson assisted MSP in Delta County on an ORV chase.  The ORV had ran from the police and gone down 

a muddy 2-track that the police couldn’t follow.  The trooper hopped in with Officer Ferguson in his 4 wheel drive 
patrol truck and they were able to trail the ORV until it came out on another highway.  Unfortunately the ORV tracks 
disappeared when it entered the paved road.   

 
 CO Rob Freeborn had been working a shining complaint and had gone home for the night.  Within 15 minutes of 

getting home a “RAP” complaint came in of shining activity in the same area that Officer Freeborn had been working 
all night.  Officer Freeborn went back to work, but was unable to contact the suspects. 

 
 Several feet of snow fell in the northern areas of the District prior to opening day resulting in many hunters being 

unable to get into their hunting spots.  The snow also convinced many deer to start their winter migration early.  
This resulted in a lot of hunters traveling south to find deer and less snow.  Officers have encountered an increase in 
road hunting activity as a result.  

 CO Rob Freeborn received a tip that a subject had posted a picture of themselves with an 8pt. buck that they had 
shot with a bow and did not have a license. CO Freeborn was able to locate the subject who confessed to shooting 
the deer and borrowing a cousin’s tag to put on the deer. The deer was confiscated and enforcement action was 
taken on the suspect and cousin. 

 While working the opener of firearm deer, CO Rob Freeborn and Cpl. Shannon VanPatten followed foot tracks for a 
few miles which lead to a hunter with a large amount of bait and no name on his blind. When asking the suspect 
about his over bait and blind, the suspect stated that he never thought a CO would walk this far, and that he was 
willing to take the chance.  Enforcement action was taken. 

 CO Rob Freeborn and Cpl. Shannon VanPatten followed a snowmobile track around a closed gate that prohibited 
motorized vehicles. Officer Freeborn and Cpl. VanPatten eventually located the two hunters who had just shot a 
buck. After the suspects tagged the deer it was determined that the snowmobile had no trail permit, an expired 
registration and had been operated in a closed area. Enforcement action was taken.  

 While on patrol CO Rob Freeborn and CO Jerrold Fitzgibbon made contact with a hunter in his blind. The hunter was 
not wearing hunters orange and stated he must have left it at home. A reminder to wear hunter orange was given. 

 CO Rob Freeborn and CO Jerrold Fitzgibbon located an ORV parked in the middle of a road blocking all access. The 
hunter was located and advised that just because he is hunting down the road doesn’t mean he can block off access 
to others.  Enforcement action was taken. 

 CO Robb Freeborn and CO Mike Evink located a pick-up truck with large amounts of blood in the bed. Upon further 
investigation it was determined that the license plate on the vehicle was expired and did not come back to that 
vehicle. A stop was made on the vehicle. The driver admitted that the he put the plate on his truck from another 
vehicle and that he did not have insurance on the truck. When asked about the blood, he stated that his girlfriend 
had shot a deer the other day this was verified and Enforcement action was taken.  

 CO Jerrold Fitzgibbon came across a vehicle stopped in the middle of a forest road.  When the officer pulled in 
behind the vehicle the occupants panicked and tried to drive away while the passenger unloaded the firearm.  
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Unfortunately for them the gun jammed and they were unable to get the shell out of the chamber.  A ticket was 
issued for having a loaded firearm in a motor vehicle. 

 CO Jerrold Fitzgibbon came across an ORV driving over a closed road on state land.  The illegal ORV trail led to a box 
blind with no name and address on it. The ORV also had an expired license.  Officer Fitzgibbon had been to this blind 
before and remembered giving a warning for the illegal trail.  Not this time.   

 CO Jerrold Fitzgibbon followed an illegal ORV trail that was being walked in on today by the hunter.  The trail led 
right to the hunter sitting 20’ in the air in full camouflage.  A ticket was issued for not wearing hunter orange.    

 CO Jerrold Fitzgibbon was on “Ask the DNR” again before deer season, the program was very well received with 
many questions answered and good feedback following its airing.  

 Area 1 CO’s Jared Ferguson, Rob Freeborn, Mike Evink, and John Wenzel with help from Forest Service Officer Dave 
Tembreull, worked a deer decoy on a Delta County road known for road hunting complaints.  Several subjects pulled 
up and shot right out of the window as soon as the vehicle stopped. One suspect just yelled a four letter expletive as 
soon as he saw the officers and realized what he just shot.   Several tickets resulted for violations including loaded 
guns in vehicles, no hunters orange, and open intoxicants in a vehicle. 

 While working the decoy CO Ferguson and CO Freeborn were amused as they watched one hunter who was 84 years 
young , exit the vehicle, load his gun, put on hunters orange while the whole time cussing out his bad knee and back 
and doing everything legal. When the CO's exited the wood line he turned and looked at the CO's and stated quiet 
there is a deer in that tree line. After finding out it was a decoy he was very appreciative of the CO's efforts and 
thanked them for a job well done! 

 
 CO Robert Crisp received a complaint of a deer being shot with a rifle during the archery deer season in the AuTrain 

area.  CO Crisp made contact with the suspect at his residence.  During the interview the suspect admitted to taking 
a spike horn deer with a rifle.  Enforcement action was taken and the spike horn was seized. 

 
 CO Crisp was the first responder to a home invasion in the 16 Mile Lake area.  The caller stated that an unknown 

person had entered her house and that she escaped through a back door.  Once on scene, CO Crisp secured the area 
until additional units arrived.  The area was checked and no intruders were located at this time.  The investigation 
was turned over to the Alger County Sherriff Office for continued investigation. 

 
 CO Crisp and Fitzgibbon received a complaint that there was possibly an illegal deer at a residence in the Christmas 

area.  The unknown complainant stated that they did not believe the suspect had a license for the deer.  Contact 
was made with the suspect at his residence and an untagged deer was located.  After a short interview it was found 
that the suspect did have a valid hunting license but that it was still in his wallet unvalidated or attached to his deer.  
Enforcement action was taken. 

 
 CO Mike Evink and CO Jerrold Fitzgibbon responded to the Gulliver area on a complaint of someone putting out 

gross over limits of deer bait consisting of several round hay bales.  While investigating the area they contacted the 
suspect coming out through a gate.  A very cooperative and apologetic hunter showed the officers the bait he had 
just put out for the deer.  A ticket was issued and the bait will be cleaned up.   

 
 Due to the early snow falls, CO John Wenzel and Forest Service Officer Dave Tembruell patrolled areas on 

snowmobiles.  They located a group of hunters who had become stuck in the deep snow attempting to get into deer 
camp.  Officers help the hunters dig out their vehicle and get it moving again.   
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 CO John Wenzel, along with other area officers, assisted the Hiawatha National Forest Service on a complaint of an 

illegal camp built on Federal lands.  Officer’s located several illegal blinds along with an illegal camp that had been 
built on Federal lands.  There were over 20 violations of federal land use laws and several other state law violations.  
Citations were issued along with over 20 warnings given 

 
 CO John Wenzel and CO Jared Ferguson checked a deer hunter as he was exiting the woods.  The hunter stated he 

did not have a kill tag in his possession.  Further investigation found the subject had not purchased a deer license.  
During the contact, CO Ferguson checked the hunters’ 410 shotgun and found it to be loaded with #8 bird shot.  
When asked about this, the hunter produced 2 other shells, one slug and one 00 buckshot.  He stated he only had 
three shells.  He thought he could shoot a deer with the birdshot to slow it down, then reload fast with the slug or 
00 buck and finish off the deer.  The hunter then explained that he wasn’t much of a hunter.  The hunter was cited 
for hunting without a license. 

 
 CO John Wenzel and CO Jared Ferguson were patrolling when they found a vehicle blocking a forest service road.  An 

ORV had been unloaded from the back of the truck and had driven away.  Officers followed the fresh tracks in the 
snow and located the subject several miles away.  The subject was not wearing a helmet and had a loaded/ uncased 
12 gauge on the vehicle.  Enforcement action was taken. 

 
 CO John Wenzel was contacted by a local outdoor radio show host about doing a middle of deer season update on 

the radio.  Officer Wenzel answered questions about how the season was going so far and violations officers are 
running into. 

 
 CO Jared Ferguson received a complaint of an over bait / illegal blind just off city property in Ford River twp. CO 

Ferguson located the blind approximately 1.5 mile walk behind  the airport. While investigating CO Ferguson found a 
credit card receipt on the floor of the blind. Using the receipt CO Ferguson was able to track the individual down at 
his residence. While talking about the excessive bait with the suspect CO Ferguson observed a deer hanging in his 
garage. Upon further investigation CO Ferguson found the 4 pointer was tagged with a 3 or more combo tag. The 
suspect stated he thought the 3 or more was that the antler had to be 3 inches or more. Enforcement action was 
taken 

 
 CO Jared Ferguson received a call from CO Fitzgibbon on his day off regarding a shots fired complaint at night. CO 

Ferguson responded to the complaint coming to a gate on the roadway. CO Ferguson made the 2.5 mile walk into 
the camp in frigid weather making contact with 6 individuals. CO Ferguson asked were the deer was at the one they 
just shot.  A gentleman showed CO Ferguson a fresh carcass of a dead coyote. The camp party then showed CO 
Ferguson where the animal was trying to get the chickens inside the 8x8 chicken coup. CO Ferguson found the 
evidence to match the story and no enforcement action was taken. The subjects were very surprised that the officer 
was able to pinpoint the shot and then walk that far to investigate. After checking the 4 deer that were hanging CO 
Ferguson was glad to accept a ride on the side by side out to his patrol vehicle.  

 
 CO Ferguson came across an individual operating an ORV during quiet period. CO Ferguson followed the tracks for 

over 3hrs finally coming across the individual. While making contact CO Ferguson found a loaded .410 shotgun and a 
loaded 12 gauge shotgun on his ORV. Enforcement action was taken 

 
 CO Jeff Panich was on patrol the night before rifle opener when the Report All Poaching Dispatch radioed him 

stating that a deer had just been shot by a subject with a rifle. CO Panich got the information and realized it was 
right around the corner. The CO responded and met the complainant who took him to the kill site. Upon arrival it 
was observed the deer had been dragged away and a clear blood trail was followed. An 8-point buck was located 
hidden nearby. CO Panich discovered through the complainant who the suspect was. CO Kevin Postma responded as 
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well and attempted to make contact with the suspect, who fled the scene. CO Panich continued the search for 3 
hours before finally locating him driving on a nearby road. The suspect denied anything to do with hunting; 
however, CO Panich had already gathered a lot of evidence including the suspects foot prints at the scene.  When 
confronted with the over whelming evidence the suspect gave a full confession. Enforcement action was taken. 

 
 CO Jeff Panich and DNR Forester Jeff Wise were patrolling when CO Panich received a text from an informant stating 

that he heard a shot nearby. Upon arrival CO Panich contacted a subject who was hunting without a kill tag. The CO 
ran a file check of the subject and it was learned that the suspect was a felon and had served several years in prison 
and was not able to possess a firearm. A State Trooper was in the area and arrived to back up the CO. After putting 
the evidence together, the rifle was seized and the suspect was arrested for felon in possession of a firearm. 

 
 CO Jeff Panich and Lt Skip Hagy made contact with a camp that reportedly had large amounts of bait out. The 

complaint was found to be accurate and one subject was cited. The subjects were advised to reduce the bait to the 
legal limit before continuing to hunt, other violations were also addressed. CO Panich later returned to the most 
heavily baited blind as a follow up and found the bait had not been reduced and one of the subjects who was just 
warned was hunting over it. When CO Panich spoke to the subject he advised they thought they had a free pass 
since they already received a ticket. He explained this was not the case and also explained the second ticket did not 
give them a free pass either. 

 
 CO Jeff Panich and Lt Skip Hagy checked a camp where CO Panich had earlier verified a complaint excessive baiting. 

Contact was made with the camp owner who admitted he had out way more than 2 gallons he stated it was just 
easier to drop several bags at the same time as he wasn’t at camp that often. There was again a very large amount 
in front of the blind and he was cited for the violation. 

 
 CO Jeff Panich and Lt Skip Hagy made contact with a group heading out from the days hunt, one subject had a 

revoked driver’s license and another had a loaded rifle in the truck. Enforcement action taken. 
 
 CO Bobby Watson was on patrol when he encountered an individual cutting firewood on state forest land. It was 

discovered that the individual did not possess the proper cutting permit, and a warning was issued. Upon further 
investigation, it was discovered that the individual had cut down two live and standing trees. CO Watson found the 
individual at a later date and enforcement action was taken for the cutting of standing timber. 

 
 CO Bobby Watson was responding to a complaint regarding an individual who was using more than the allowed 

amount of bait. CO Watson followed the ORV tracks in the snow until finding the hunter. During the contact, it was 
discovered that the hunter was hunting over too much bait, was not in possession of any hunter orange, did not 
have any identification or hunting licenses on his person, his ORV did not have the proper registration, and he did 
not have a helmet for riding his ORV. Enforcement action was taken. 

 
 CO Bobby Watson and Sgt. Gerald Thayer were on patrol during the opening weekend of firearm deer season when 

they encountered a pickup parked at a popular hunting area. It was discovered that the individual had multiple prior 
DNR violations. CO Watson and Sgt. Thayer walked into the hunting area to find the hunter. Upon making contact it 
was discovered that the individual had set out a gross over limit of deer bait and was hunting out of an illegal, 
permanent hunting blind. Enforcement action was taken.  

 
 CO Mike Hammill was checking a camp for late shots from previous year’s complaints. While waiting for the hunters 

to return CO Hammill noticed a partially processed deer near the camp.  A short time later CO Hammill could hear 
the sound of an ORV approaching, upon contact it was discovered that the operator failed to unload his rifle after 
hunting.  CO Hammill interviewed the hunter on the partially processed deer and obtained a confession for 
untagged deer.  A short time later the rest of the hunters returned to camp on ORV’s and all with loaded guns. One 
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subject was pulling an untagged 5 point buck behind the ORV, the subjects were high fiving each other until they 
saw CO Hammill. Another interview and the investigation continued and it was discovered that an additional spike 
horn buck was illegally shot the day prior and never tagged.  CO Hammill was assisted by CO’s Booby Watson and 
Jon Busken. Tickets were issued for multiple violation including illegal deer and multiple guns and deer were seized. 

 
 While checking a remote area in Chippewa County CO Mike Hammill made contact with a rifle hunter dressed in full 

snow camouflage.  The hunter claimed he forgot his hunters orange in the vehicle.  This was somewhat 
understandable because CO Hammill recognized the heavy smell of marijuana emitting off from the hunter.  Action 
was taken.  

 
 CO Mike Hammill reports encountering multiple ORV violations such as fail to license, operating in prohibited areas 

and operating at prohibited times.   
 
 CO Mike Hammill was contacted by local Michigan State Police Troopers to assist on a traffic stop.  The Troopers 

recognized that the subject they had stopped for speeding was transporting an illegally tagged spike buck.  
Enforcement action was taken.  

 
 While checking an area of illegal ORV activity and illegal blinds, CO Gustafson checked several hunters after dark on 

the night of the Firearm Deer Opener.  The last subject came out of the woods, walking, carrying an empty box from 
an new ORV cover.  CO Gustafson asked where his ORV was and the subject stated he didn't have an ORV.  
Gustafson pointed out the ORV ramps in the back of the subject’s truck and the tracks leading into the woods but 
not out.  He once again denied responsibility for the ORV.  The subjects then returned to camp.  CO Gustafson along 
with CO Jeff Panich and Lt Skip Hagy conducted a search of the area and located the suspected ORV with a brand 
new cover on it along with several illegal blinds, illegal ORV trails, large amount of bait and marijuana..  The 
marijuana and ORV were seized.  CO Gustafson and Lt Hagy returned the next morning and issued several tickets for 
the blinds and bait.  The subject hunting in the blind where the marijuana was located, admitted to possession of 
marijuana and realized that he should not have lied to the Officer about his ORV, tickets were issued. 

 
 CO Brett Gustafson and Lt Skip Hagy checked a camp at dark on the second day of season.  Three subjects were 

checked.  Officers followed up with checking their baits and blinds.  Each hunter was found to be significantly over 
the legal limit of bait, no names on their blinds, illegal ORV use and were in possession of loaded firearms after legal 
hunting hours.  Enforcement action taken. 

 
 CO Kevin Postma contacted numerous hunters on opening weekend finding generally poor hunting reports due to 

low deer numbers.  Several violations were addressed, the most prevalent being for illegal operation of vehicles on 
public land. 

 
 CO Kevin Postma made contact with the driver of a tractor transporting two small bucks that were loaded in the 

bucket of the tractor.  Both were tagged for the 16th of November however one of the deer appeared to have been 
dead longer than the other.  CO Postma also noticed that one of the deer’s eyes were frozen solid while the other 
deer’s eyes were still soft.  It was also suspicious that one of the kill tags was purchased on November 15th at 8:00 
p.m.  The hunter that purchased the license late on the 15th told CO Postma that he had only seen a button buck 
while hunting on the 15th. The hunter then admitted to purchasing his license only after he had shot the small buck 
on opening day.  Enforcement action was taken. 

 
 CO Jon Busken contacted an ORV operator on state land in Mackinac County. The ORV operator told the officer that 

he had read the guide to make sure he was not violating quiet hours. CO Busken informed him that he was not 
violating quite hours but was operating his ORV in a closed area of state land, operating without a helmet and riding 
double. Enforcement action was taken.  
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 CO Busken contacted a hunter who was driving his ATV across a closed area of state land in Mackinac County. The 

operator said he thought he was allowed to ride his quad anywhere where it would not get stuck. Enforcement 
action was taken. 

 
 CO Busken and Lt.Skip Hagy were patrolling Mackinac County and contacted two hunters in a vehicle. The operator 

told the officers that he had not unloaded his firearm before putting it in the backseat. This was confirmed and the 
officers also found two uncased pistols under the driver’s seat. One pistol was not registered to the owner. 
Enforcement action was taken.  

 
 CO Jon Busken was on patrol in Mackinac County when he was approached by a pickup truck. The driver wanted to 

tell the officer about the five point deer he had taken the day before. The officer congratulated the hunter and 
noticed an open beer can in the center counsel. Enforcement action was taken.  

 
 CO Jon Busken was on patrol in Mackinac County when he noticed a set of ATV tracks leading away from a truck. The 

officer followed the tracks to a pop up blind. The hunter was not wearing orange and had a bait pile over the two 
gallon limit. Enforcement action was taken. 

 
 CO Jon Busken made contact with an individual hunting from a permanent constructed blind without a name or 

address attached. The individual had not removed his blind from the land for the past several years. He was also not 
wearing hunters orange. Enforcement action was taken.    

 


