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Eastern Upper Peninsula Citizen Advisory Council  
DNR Division Reports 
Date of Production: February 2016 
This documentation is provided by Michigan DNR staff as supplemental information to the  
Eastern UPCAC members via email on February 4, 2016.    

 
 

 

Upper Peninsula Regional Coordinator:  Stacy Welling Haughey 
DNR Public Meetings 
February 3 Aquatic Resources Winter Meeting, Chocolay Township Hall, Marquette, 10am 
February 4 Eastern UP Citizen’s Advisory Council Meeting, Newberry, 6:30pm 
February 6 MUCC Region 1 Meeting, American Legion in Munising, 10am 
February 11 Natural Resources Commission Meeting, Detroit 
February 23 Michigan Iron Industry Museum Advisory Board Meeting, Negaunee, 1:30pm 
 
 
U.P. State Park & State Sponsored Activities 
February 5 Van Riper State Park-Lantern Lit Snowshoe 
February 6 Straits State Park-Winter Family Fun Days 
February 6 Tahquamenon Falls State Park Guided Snowshoe Hike 
February 6 Bewabic State Park - Lantern Lit Ski and Snowshoe Event  
Feb 6,13,20,27 Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park - Kidski  
February 13 Tahquamenon Falls State Park Lantern-Lit Ski and Stroll 
February 13 Mackinac Island State Park - Twilight Turtle Trek  
February 13-14 Free Fishing Weekend 2016 
February 13-14 Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park - Midwest Telefest  
February 20 Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park - Snowburst 2016  
February 20 Tahquamenon Falls State Park - Tahquamenon Snowshoe Race  
February 27 Tahquamenon Falls State Park Guided Snowshoe Hike & Lantern-Lit Ski & Stroll 
 
 
Upcoming U.P. Recreation Events 
For a host of events around the UP, go to www.uptravel.com 
February 3-6 MTU Winter Carnival, Houghton, www.mtu.edu/carnival 
February 6 International 500 Snowmobile Race, Sault Ste. Marie, www.i-500.com 
February 11-14 U.P. 200, Marquette, www.up200.org 
February 11-14 Snowsfest, Les Chesneaux Islands, www.lescheneaux.net 
February 12-13 Sagola Township Sportsman Club Gun Show, Channing, www.stsportsmen.com/gun-show.thm 
February 13 Glacier Glide Winter Outdoor Art Show, Marquette, www.marquetteartontherocks.com 
February 13 Vertical Express for Can Do MS, Norway Mountain, www.mscando.org/norway 
February 19-20 Top of the Lake Snowmobile Shoe & Run, Naubinway, www.snowmobilemuseum.com 
February 24 Superior Showshoe Walks-Mannys Walk, Ironwood, www.facebook.com/Superior-Showshoe-Walks-

302440296466730/ 
February 25-28 Paradise Ice Festival, Paradise, http://paradisemichigan.org 
February 26-27 Upper Hand Brewery Bike the Ice, St. Ignace, www.stignace.com/event/upper-hand-brewery-bike-

the-ice 
February 27 Red Jacket Cyclotron-UP Cross Snowcross Race, Houghton, 

http://www.facebook.com/events/1088689271154741/ 
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Recent DNR Press Releases 
For full details, go to: http://www.michigan.gov/dnrpressroom 
 Showcasing the DNR: What a difference a year makes (1/21/16) 
 DNR announces $100,000 in U.P. deer habitat improvement grants now available (1/19/16) 
 Blueberry Ridge Ski Pathway warming hut opened in Marquette County (1/14/16) 
 DNR applauds Fish and Wildlife Service’s northern long-eared bat decision (1/14/16) 
 Enbridge supports revitalization efforts at Father Marquette National Memorial (1/13/16) 
 DNR announces winter Lake Michigan access points in Delta County (1/12/16) 
 Recreation Grant Workshop Handouts (1/11/16) 
 Registration required of bass tournaments in 2016 (1/11/16) 
 No fishing license needed in Michigan Feb. 13-14, Free Fishing Weekend (1/8/16) 
 DNR seeks input on update of Wildlife Division strategic plan (1/8/16) 
 DNR checks 1 million deer thanks to hunters’ cooperation (1/5/16) 

 

Grant Contacts 
For other grant information, to go:  http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-58225---,00.html 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant Merrie Carlock, 517-284-5931, carlockm@michigan.gov 
Recreation Passport Grant Merrie Carlock, 517-284-5931, carlockm@michigan.gov 
Aquatic Habitat Grant Kelly Parker, 517-284-5957, parkerk4@michigan.gov 
Michigan Invasive Species Grant Kammy Frayre, 517-284-5970, frayrek1@michigan.gov 
Wildlife Habitat Grant Kelly Parker, 517-284-5957, parkerk4@michigan.gov 
U.P. Deer Habitat Improvement Partnership Grant Bill Scullon, 906-563-9247, scullonh@michigan.gov 
 
 
 
 
The WUPCAC Meeting was held on January 21st at the Baraga Lakeside Inn conference room.  Agenda items included: 
 UP Wildlife Habitat Workgroup Update by Council Members George Lindquist & Warren Suchovsky 
 Chronic Wasting Disease Update  by DNR Wildlife Biologist John DePue 
 Aquaculture Proposal Update by DNR George Madison & Council Member Vicki Schwab 
 Western UP Deer Season Recap/2016 Sportsman Coalition Meetings by DNR Wildlife Biologist John DePue 
 MDNR/US Forest Service Good Neighbor Authority by DNR Forest Resources Brad Carlson 
 Committee Reports (Trails/Recreation/Law, Forestry, Fisheries, Wildlife/Field Operations):  Two resolutions were 

presented to the Council for consideration:  one from the Trails/Rec Law Committee regarding ORV signage and 
one from the Forestry Committee regarding funding for the maintenance of state forest roads.  The ORV signage 
resolution was removed as accomplishments in this area has already taken place.  The resolution for the 
maintenance of state forest roads was passed by majority vote.  

The next meeting will be the Joint UPCAC Meeting in Marquette on Thursday, March 3.   
 
 
 
 
NRC Policy Committee on Finance and Administration 
1. Game and Fish Outcomes from the Hunting and Fishing License Structure 
2. Deer Range Improvement Outcomes 
3. Review of Forest Development Fund Expenditures 
4. Audit Update 
 
 

Western UPCAC Update  

January 2016 Natural Resources Commission Meeting Agenda 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnrpressroom
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-58225---,00.html
mailto:carlockm@michigan.gov
mailto:carlockm@michigan.gov
mailto:parkerk4@michigan.gov
mailto:frayrek1@michigan.gov
mailto:parkerk4@michigan.gov
mailto:scullonh@michigan.gov
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2016 U.P.  
NRC Meeting 

September 8, 2016 
Gogebic Community 

College 
Ironwood, MI 

 
WUPCAC Meeting 

September 7, 2016 
Gogebic Community 

College 
Ironwood, MI 

 
 

Joint Meeting of the Travel Commission and Natural Resources Commission 
1. Outdoor Rec Economics 

a. DNR Plans for Economics Reports 
2. DNR Tourism-Related Promotions 

a. Convention & Visitor’s Bureau (CVB) Partnership Project 
b. DNR Trail Data Project 

3. Pure Michigan Hunting and Fishing Campaigns 
a. Metrics from 2015 
b. 2016 Campaign Review 

4. Pure Michigan Big Picture and Vision 
a. History, Return on Investment 
b. Videos 
c. MEDC Plans for Website, DNR Content 

5. Discussion 
 
NRC Policy Committee on Wildlife and Fisheries 
1. Fisheries Update 
2. Wildlife Update 

a. Captive Game Order 
b. Use of Suppressors in Hunting 

 
NRC Committee of the Whole 
1. Director’s Report 
2. Law Enforcement Division Lifesaving Awards 
3. Presentation of Shikar Safari Officer of the Year 
4. Legislative Report 
5. Committee Reports 

a. NRC Policy Committee on Wildlife and Fisheries 
b. NRC Policy Committee on Finance and Administration 

 
Public Appearances (Pre-registered):  Jim Ludwig, Cormorants 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION - FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
1.  Use of Suppressors in the Taking of Game, Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 1 of 2016 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION ACTION 
1.  Approval of Minutes, December 10, 2015 Natural Resources Commission Meeting 
 
DIRECTOR - FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
1.  Definitions, Exemptions, and Enclosure Requirements, Captive Wild Animal Order Amendment No. 1 of 2016 
 
DIRECTOR’S ACTION 
1.  Land Transactions 

a. Sale of Surplus DNR-Managed Land, Unadilla State Wildlife Area – Livingston County, Land Transaction Case 
#20140221 

b. Sale of Surplus DNR-Managed Land, Traverse City Management Unit – Kalkaska County, Land Transaction Case 
#20150086 

c. Sale of Surplus DNR-Managed Land, Cadillac District, Portage Lake BAS – Manistee County, Land Transaction 
Case #20150099 

d. Wildlife Land Acquisition, Wigwam Bay State Wildlife Area – Arenac County, Wigwam Duck Club Tract, Land 
Transaction Case #20150090 
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e. Forest Resources Land Acquisition, Cadillac Management Unit – Lake County, The Weronko Tract, Land 
Transaction Case #20140204 

f. State Forest Land Exchange, Atlanta Management Unit – Presque Isle County, Anderson Exchange, Land 
Transaction Case #20140281 

g. State Forest Land Exchange, Atlanta Management Unit – Alpena County, Frede-Wieczorek Exchange, Land 
Transaction Case #20120248 

h. State Forest Land Exchange, Traverse City Management Unit – Benzie & Manistee Counties, Grand Traverse 
Regional Land Conservancy Exchange, Land Transaction Case #20140152 

i. State Forest Land Exchange, Grayling Management Unit – Oscoda County, Calcaterra Exchange, Land Transaction 
Case #20140189 
 

 
 
 
The Natural Resources Commission met at Crystal Mountain Resort in Thompsonville today, which was in part a joint 
meeting with the Michigan Travel Commission. The major action taken was the approval by Director Bill Moritz of nine 
land transactions. You can find details about those transactions on the NRC agenda.  The day began with a meeting of 
the Policy Committee on Finance and Administration. 
 
Erik Eklund from the Finance and Operations Division reported to the committee on spending from additional revenue 
from the revised hunting and fishing license structure. Fiscal Year 2015 marked the first full year of implementation of 
that structure. The department spent $11.5 million in additional revenue in FY 2015. License revenue was down slightly 
from what was expected. There were two specific reasons for this slight decrease in expected revenue: deer license 
discounts that were offered due to chronic wasting disease and free replacement licenses the department offered to 
provide better customer service. 
 
Most important to remember, Erik emphasized, is that the license structure generated significantly more revenue for 
natural resources. The department has honored its commitment to put the additional funds toward boots on the 
ground, waders in the water and eyes in the field.  
 
Erik also provided information on money spent in Fiscal Year 2015 from the Deer Range Improvement Fund, ($2.2 
million), and the Forest Development Fund ($35.8 million). 
 
Finance and Operations Chief Sharon Schafer updated the committee on audits currently being conducted concerning 
the department. There is an ongoing performance audit of the Commercial Forest Program and the Forest Development 
Fund. Another performance audit will look at the department's Central Reservation System. In addition, the Office of the 
Inspector General will conduct an audit of Pittman-Robertson, Dingell-Johnson and Game and Fish funds on behalf of the 
federal government, an audit that occurs every five years.  
 
Next was a joint meeting of the Travel Commission and the NRC. The meeting provided an opportunity to exchange 
ideas on the connection between natural resources and tourism. Marketing and Outreach Chief Kristin Phillips presented 
information on the key role natural resources plays in the economy and how the DNR works with the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation to promote outdoor recreation opportunities.  
 
Tom Weston of Marketing and Outreach told commissioners about the pilot program in Marquette County to 
standardize trail data and make it available to the public. Jan Rintamaki of Polaris gave a presentation on a program his 
company operates called Rider X, which seeks to expand ORV use, in part through a mobile application that provides 
reliable trail data to riders. Candy Fletcher of the Marquette Convention and Visitors Bureau talked about the 
importance of trails in Marquette and how her group is promoting trails to targeted audiences via social media.  
 
Kelly Wolgamott of Travel Michigan talked about her agency's program to promote Michigan hunting and angling to 
people here and in the surrounding states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin. Dave Lorenz of Travel Michigan gave 

January NRC Meeting Summary – Ed Golder, Public Information Officer 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Agenda_509168_7.pdf
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an overview of his agency's efforts to market Michigan to the rest of the world. The state's natural resources play a 
major role in that advertising, as anyone who has seen a Pure Michigan commercial knows. 
 
The Policy Committee on Wildlife and Fisheries convened next. Fisheries Chief Jim Dexter talked about the Feb. 6 
sturgeon fishing season on Black Lake. The harvest limit for this season is seven fish for the state and seven fish for tribal 
anglers. Although it is a five-day season, the harvest limit is usually reached in one day, sometimes within hours.  
 
Wildlife Chief Russ Mason said the state now has five confirmed cases of chronic wasting disease -- three in Meridian 
Township (Ingham County); one in DeWitt Township (Clinton County); and one in Watertown Township (Clinton County). 
The department plans to review CWD deer regulations in May and June.  
 
Russ reported on the progress of the Michigan Pheasant Restoration Initiative. The PRI is half-way through its 10-year 
lifespan. Among other statistics: 8,760 acres of grassland have been enhanced; 5,363 acres of food plots have been 
planted; 287,554 acres have been enrolled in federal Farm Bill programs; more than $1 million in wildlife habitat grants 
has been awarded to improve 3,265 acres. 
 
Preliminary results from the 2015 Elk Season, which occurred Dec. 5-13, show that 46 elk were taken legally -- 13 bulls 
and 33 antlerless elk. Sarah Cummins and Casey Reitz of Wildlife told the committee about a proposed update to the 
Captive Wild Animal Order. The update was before the commission for information this month and is slated for action by 
the director next month. 
 
Law Enforcement Chief Gary Hagler briefed the committee on the use of suppressors for hunting, which is currently 
prohibited in Michigan. A proposed change in the Wildlife Conservation Order -- slated for NRC action next month -- 
would allow suppressors while hunting. The proposed regulation would permit the use of suppressors provided the 
suppressor does not have the ability to reduce the sound of the firearm greater than 30 decibels as provided in 
manufacturer specifications. In addition, the regulation would prohibit the use of a suppressor in combination with 
subsonic ammunition that travels less than 1,126 feet per second.  
 
The Committee of the Whole followed. During the director's report, Parks and Recreation Chief Ron Olson updated the 
commission on visitation at state parks, which hit 25.3 million people this year, an increase from previous years. Some 
3.6 million of those visitors went to Belle Isle, the most-visited state park in Michigan.  
 
Randy Claramunt of fisheries talked about Grand Traverse Bay reef restoration project, which will aid spawning for lake 
trout, lake whitefish and lake herring and hopefully increase those populations. 
 
Matt Dunfee of the Wildlife Management Institute led a fascinating presentation on recruitment, retention and 
reactivation (R3) of hunters nationally. Hunters are a demographically monolithic group in our country, Matt said. The 
average hunter is age 47. Ninety percent are Caucasian and 80 percent are male. R3 efforts need to focus on groups 
outside this traditional demographic, he said. Among other things, social support is critical to moving people from being 
non-hunters to becoming hunters. A National Hunting and Shooting Sports Action Plan, developed by hunting 
organizations and agencies across the country, includes 40 targeted strategies that address the challenge. Director 
Moritz said the DNR has been active in the national conversation and plans to use the momentum of the national plan to 
find programs that will move the needle on hunter recruitment, retention and reactivation.  
 
Marketing Chief Phillips gave an update on the Michigan Wildlife Council, which has the mission of informing the general 
public about the central role hunting and angling play in conservation. Gud Marketing, retained by the Council to 
conduct this information campaign, expects to roll out the campaign to the public in April, concurrent with fishing 
season. 
 
Chief Hagler presented life-saving awards to Conservation Officers Michael Feagan and Michael Drexler, and Sgt. Ron 
Kimmerly and Sgt. Todd Syska. In March, the four worked together to rescue two people who had gotten lost and fallen 
through the ice on Belle Isle. 
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Next, the 2015 Shikar Safari Officer of the Year Award was given to Conservation Officer Joel Lundberg. CO Lundberg has 
worked for the department for 13 years, serving in three different counties -- Oscoda, Gladwin and Midland County, the 
last where he has been stationed for the last five years. Among other things, Chief Hagler commended CO Lundberg for 
his strong work ethic and his fair treatment of the public.  
 
Finally, Wildlife Chief Mason honored Assistant Wildlife Chief Doug Reeves. Doug is retiring in the next few weeks after 
31 years of dedicated service to the department, the conservation community and natural resources in Michigan.  
 
That's the news from snowy Thompsonville. Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have questions.   -Ed Golder, 
Public Information Officer 
 
 
 
 
PA 265 of 2015 (SB 446) – Recreational Feeding Ban – Sen. Jones 
This Act removes from Section 40111a of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act the January 1, 2016 
sunset of the Commission’s authority to regulate deer and elk feeding in the state. This Act was given immediate effect.  
 
SBs 651 - 653 – Transitional Qualified Forest Property – Sens. Booher and Casperson 
These bills seeks to create the Transitional Qualified Forest Property Specific Tax Act, to Amend Section 51108 of the 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, to amend Section 7jj and add Section 7vv to the General Property 
Tax Act to allow property enrolled in the Commercial Forestland program to be withdrawn, without penalty, and enrolled 
in the new Transitional Qualified Forest Program and receive property tax benefits for the enrolled property.   

• These bills were referred to the Senate Committee on Natural Resources. 
• The Administration has not taken a position on this legislation. 

  
SBs 681 - 683 – Aquaculture – Sen. Booher  
These bills seek to amend the Michigan Aquaculture Development Act, sections of the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection Act, and the Animal Industry Act, to provide that an aquaculture facility includes both a land-
based and water-based aquaculture facility and remove any permit requirement for an aquaculture facility if it is registered 
under the Michigan Aquaculture Development Act. These bills would allow aquaculture facilities to be located within the 
waters of the state. 

• These bills were referred to the Senate Committee on Agriculture. 
• The Administration has not taken a position on this legislation. 

 
HB 5128 –Retired State Employees and Wildfire Suppression – Rep. Rendon 
This bill seeks to amend Section 68c of the State Employees’ Retirement Act to allow a retired state employee to contract 
with the Department of Natural Resources for wildfire suppression without loss of their retirement allowance.  

• This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
• The Administration supports this legislation.  

 
HB 5146 –Possession of a Deer or Elk Carcass From a State Listed as Containing CWD – Rep. Kivela 
This bill seeks to amend Section 40118 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to establish as a 
misdemeanor and prescribes penalties against an individual who imports deer or elk carcasses from a state or providence 
detected to have CWD in free-range deer or elk populations. While these restrictions are currently contained in WCO, this 
bill would codify them into statute.  

• This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
• The Administration has not taken a position on this legislation. 

 
HB 5155 – Unlawful Take of Fish From Inland Lake – Rep. Cole 
This bill seeks to amend Section 45102 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to change from a 
misdemeanor to a civil infraction a violation of Part 451 titled “Fishing From Inland Waters”, which makes it a criminal 
act for a person to take any fish from any inland lake of the state, which fish are planted at the expense of the people of the 
state, if the public is excluded from taking fish from those waters (i.e. a private lake). The fines for a violation of Section 
45102 continue to remain in effect 

January 2016 Legislative Update - Trevor VanDyke , Director, Legislative & Legal Affairs Office 
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• This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
• The Administration has not taken a position on this legislation. 

  
HBs 5166 - 5168 – Aquaculture – Rep. McBroom 
These bills seek to amend the Michigan Aquaculture Development Act, sections of the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection Act, and the Animal Industry Act, to provide that an aquaculture facility includes both a land-
based and water-based aquaculture facility and remove any permit requirement for an aquaculture facility if it is registered 
under the Michigan Aquaculture Development Act. These bills would allow aquaculture facilities to be located within the 
waters of the state. 

• These bills were referred to the House Committee on Agriculture. 
• The Administration has not taken a position on this legislation. 

 
If you would like to learn more about these and other bills, you can access the Michigan Legislature website at 
www.legislature.mi.gov.  
 
 
EUP Wildlife Division: Terry Minzey, Wildlife Supervisor (by David Jentoft, Wildlife Biologist) 
Winter Conditions 
• Wildlife Division staff & partners measure snow depths weekly at 15 stations across the U.P., 7 stations are located 

in the eastern U.P.  A total accumulated snow (TAS) index is calculated from these measurements 
• The TAS index for the U.P. was well below the past 11-year average as of the week of Jan. 18th. 
• TAS indices have been high during the past 3 winters; the most recent mild winter occurred in 2012.   
• The monitoring period will continue until the end of April; Jan. 18th was almost half way through the monitoring 

period. 
 
Deer Camp Survey 
• The U.P. deer camp survey is a cooperative effort between hunters, several sportsmen’s clubs, and the DNR to 

obtain and report sighting and harvest information as well as hunter opinions about the firearm season in the U.P.  
• Survey materials were sent to approximately 670 contacts prior to firearm season 
• Over 2,200 hunters from nearly 550 camps participated in 2015. 
• Staff are analyzing the data provided by these camps and hunters, and a report of the results is expected to be 

available and sent to participating camps in early February. 
• Preliminary results suggest decreases in deer sighting rates, buck kill success rates, and season ratings by 

participating camps in 2015 compared to recent seasons, which is consistent with season forecasts. 
• Several U.P. sportsmen’s clubs have supported the U.P. Deer Camp Survey by providing prizes for a random drawing 

to encourage participation. 
 
Wolf Survey 
• Several U.P. Wildlife Division staff are working on the U.P. winter wolf survey, which is a field survey that will be 

going on for the remainder of the winter.   
• The wolf survey results will be used to update the wolf population estimate. 
• The U.P. is divided into 21 units; units are randomly selected for surveying on a given winter according to protocol—

approximately half of the units are being surveyed this winter. 
• The wolf population estimate will be available later this year, likely in May, after the survey has been completed. 

 
Hunting Access Program (HAP) 
• HAP provides an incentive for private landowners to allow certain public hunting on their property. 
• HAP was expanded to the sharp-tailed grouse hunting zone in 2014 to increase hunting opportunities for sharptail 

hunters as opportunities on public lands are very limited. 
• In 2014, 12 parcels totaling ~2,750 acres were enrolled. 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/
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• In 2015, 21 parcels totaling ~4,080 acres were enrolled.  Preliminary results suggest use by hunters more than 
doubled compared to 2014, which is likely attributed both to additional parcels being available and hunters 
becoming more aware of the HAP lands being available. 

• The DNR has been working with the Chippewa/Luce/Mackinac Conservation District to administer the program. 
 
Habitat Management & Other Projects 
• Staff are preparing for spring planting projects where oak trees and other hard and soft mast tree and shrub species 

will be planted to enhance wildlife habitat. 
• Priority areas for planting include deer wintering complexes, GEMS, and areas where beech is being lost as a result 

of beech bark disease. 
• Wildlife Unlimited of Delta County recently provided a grant for hard and soft mast tree and shrub planting in the 

Garden Grade GEMS. 
 
Eastern UP Fisheries Division:  Steve Scott, Eastern UP Field Units Supervisor 
Field Units (Steve Scott, Unit Manager) 
 Staff are now busy putting boats and equipment away for the winter. Data entry and aging fish will be the next 

business to complete.  Ice conditions are very dangerous so far this year so proceed with caution. Some lakes are 
supporting snowmobiles but are very slushy. Anglers heading out on foot are doing pretty good but fishing is spotty. 

 Staff attended the winter Lake Superior technical committee meeting in January. This meeting brings together 
fisheries biologist and managers from many agencies around Lake Superior to discuss fisheries management and 
issues in the lake. Staff will also attend the Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference in Grand Rapids the week of 
January25. Fisheries and Wildlife staff from around the Midwest. Expected attendance is over 3,000 people and is 
only held in Michigan about once every decade. 

 
Marquette State Fish Hatchery 
 Fish Culture 
 Stocked out 33,000 brook trout- Assinica strain fall fingerlings (met rearing assignment) 
 Stocked out 560 adult surplus brook trout broodstock in assigned lakes 
 Spawned 202 families of lake Superior Lean lake trout to get approximately 663,461 eggs and a new broodstock 

year class started 
 Spawned 161 families of splake to get approximately 497,441 eggs  
 Spawned 211 families of brook trout (310,000 eggs total) and a new broodstock year class started 
 Egg eye-ups across all species are low this year 23-66% 

 Maintenance 
 Completed raceway enclosure project by enclosing both ends of the lower production building 
 Well D4 failure. New pump, motor, drop pipe, new wiring from panel, cap and spindle rebuild.  Total cost 

$12,000 
 Moved and remounted sludge pump and poured concrete pads 
 Working on office space upgrades at research shop 

 
Thompson State Fish Hatchery 
 Fish Culture 
 Thompson Creek and Williams Creek dam removals and stream restoration project completed in July with help 

from Parks and Recreation Equipment crew, Habitat Manage Unit (FISH) and Northern Lake Michigan Fisheries 
Management Unit and volunteers from Schoolcraft County Sport Fish Association.  All Thompson Hatchery staff 
members contributed 

 Fisheries technician Dan McLeod retired and was replaced with Kevin Duby using an internal hiring process  
 Fisheries Technician Dan Operhall transferred to Platte River State Fish Hatchery and replaced with Matt Bach 

using the same internal hiring process  
 Obtained eyed CHS eggs from PL.  Discrepancy in egg quantity led to examining egg enumeration methods and 

accuracy 
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 Maintenance  
 Large construction project to enclose the outside raceway buildings gable ends has been completed 
 Installed high efficient, self-modulating boiler 
 Replaced all LOX lines both above and below ground, including some new valves 

 
Forest Resources Division:  Jeff Stampfly, Eastern UP Supervisor 
 The 2018 YOE forest inventory is underway.  Open house and compartment review schedules are posted online, 

along with other state forest inventory information at: Michigan.Gov/Forestry.   
 

 Recent personal activity includes the filling of the Wyman Nursery manager position.  Shingleton and Newberry are 
each short one forester/forest technician.  Many promotions, transfers and retirements are happening throughout 
the state, and we have several interview committees working on hiring new employees to backfill as staff movement 
continues. 
 

 Foresters/technicians have been working on the 2016 timber sale plan of work.  While the extended fall weather 
helped with completing activities on drier sites this fall, the lack of snow has been hindering inventory and sale prep 
work that is normally completed in wet areas during frozen conditions. 
 

 Work has started on our timber sale preparation contracts in Newberry and Shingleton.   
 

 As of January 13th, there were 251 open timber sale contracts in the EUP.  This represents 31,708 acres of timber 
valued at approximately $21.5 million.  Currently, there are approximately 20 active timber sales in the EUP.   

 
 Nine timber sales recently offered in the EUP were sold with moderate competition (many with only two bidders) 

and with little increase over the minimum bid price.  Ten additional sales are scheduled to be offered in the next 
couple weeks.  Due to the unusual winter conditions (lack of snow and cold weather until very recently), most 
producers have been unable to move into winter sale areas. 

 
 Staff are finishing up work on the review of stands that are at high risk for loss due to the current outbreak of Spruce 

Budworm.  Once this review is complete, salvage sales will be set up to utilize the trees before mortality occurs.  For 
more information on this and other forest pests go to Michigan.gov/ForestHealth. 
 

 FRD is continuing to work with the USFS on the Good Neighbor Authority.  Work is almost complete on the Special 
Project Agreements for the three individual national forests (Hiawatha, Ottawa and Huron-Manistee).  Staff are 
currently working on methods for transfer of computer data between FRD and USFS operating systems.   

 
 Forestry communication is one of the major goals cited in our new Strategic Plan. Here are a couple of the latest 

outreach efforts:  Issue Media Group’s most recent story with an urban forest products twist, and an op-ed about 
the 25th anniversary of the Farm Bill and subsequent Cooperative Forestry programs.  

 
 The Resource Protection Program staff are currently busy with their winter training courses.  Upcoming training 

includes section leader academy and IMT simulation training, which helps our incident management team members 
prepare for the complications of a large incident.   

 
 Plans are being finalized for the upcoming Spring Tactical Fire Meetings, which cover changes and updates to the 

resource protection program, and the Unit Spring Refresher trainings, which all firefighters must attend before 
active fire duty.    

 
 Fire officers have been scheduled for work at the Marquette repair shop again this winter to aid with equipment 

repairs while we work to fill a mechanic position that was vacated due to a retirement.  It has provided some 
excellent opportunities to help less experienced fire officers become more familiarized with the maintenance and 
repair of our specialized equipment, while working with an experienced fire officer and our lead mechanic. 

http://www.michigan.gov/forestry
http://www.michigan.gov/foresthealth
http://www.modeldmedia.com/features/wood-gift-guide-121515.aspx
http://bridgemi.com/2015/12/the-forest-loving-farm-bill-at-25/
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 FRD/PRD staff have been working with the local snowmobile grant sponsors to ensure the trails are maintained.  

With the abundance of wet areas and lack of snow, many of the trails are not freezing up and are in poor condition.  
The poor conditions on some trails are making it difficult to complete the second snowmobile trail inspections.  
Because of the lack of frozen ground, the Sault Tucker was recently stuck in the trail near Kinross.  A large wrecker 
was used to help remove it, and repair work is now needed.   

 
 The Tahquamenon Country Sled Dog Race was held at the end of January in the Newberry management unit. 
 
Marketing & Outreach Division:  Jon Spieles, Education Services Section 
 The 2016 State National Archery in the Schools Tournament will 

again be held at Central Michigan University, March 11 - 12, 2016. 
This will be the 10th annual tournament and we are expecting 
approximately 600 archers to be competing from grades 4 – 12.  

 
 The Eddy Discovery Center 

hosted a number of schools 
and families for cider 
pressing. This photo shows a 
Girl Scout troop that showed 
up for a day of geocache trick 
or treating and apple cider  
pressing. 

 
 The Department of Natural Resources recently opened a 10-yard handgun range at its Sharonville shooting range in 

Grass Lake, Michigan. The project was funded by a $25,000 grant from the National Rifle Association, as well as 
program income revenue from operating other DNR shooting ranges.  

 
 Four 10-yard shooting stations were built as an extension of Sharonville’s existing shooting stations. The DNR’s goal 

is to increase the number of handgun shooters at the Sharonville shooting range by 10 percent. There were about 
3,700 handgun shooters at Sharonville over the past year, and it is expected that approximately 4,500 handgun 
shooters will use this new range annually. 

 
 Staff from the DNR, DEQ and DARD have been working 

together on content for a new Michigan Invasive Species 
website. DNR Marketing staff designed and built the 
website, which went live on Thursday, Jan. 7. The site, 
www.michigan.gov/invasives, is intended to provide 
information to citizens and the media to help identify and 
report invasive species. 
 

 Marketing & Outreach and Wildlife Divisions and the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation piloted a campaign 
to build awareness (and sales!) for Apprentice Hunting 
licenses during the months of October and November. 
NSSF provided grant funding for digital advertising as well 
as a video to inspire hunters to teach a friend to hunt. 
Southwick & Associates is analyzing the data and will 
publish a report in early February. 

 
 The Carl T. Johnson Hunting and Fishing Center in Cadillac welcomed 28 students to the Hard Water School on 

January 2. The Hard Water School is part of the DNR’s Outdoor Skills Academy (OSA).   Seven volunteers and 9 
companies helped make the program a success. Professional staff from each company and the DNR provided 
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instruction. The students spent 8 hours learning the techniques of ice fishing. They were taught how to tight line, jig 
for walleyes, set tip-ups, and use electronics such as flashers & cameras. We shared DNR online resources to help 
them locate fish, and taught them about the importance of cleaning gear to prevent the spread of invasive species.  
The Hunting and Fishing Center offers many classes and youth events over the ice fishing season. The next Hard 
Water School is scheduled for March 12. 
 

 Marketing staff together with eMichigan, Secretary of 
State, and Yaffe Group, created a 30-second video to be 
played on Secretary of State monitors throughout the 
state starting January 20. The video promotes MiPage, a 
free mobile app that citizens can download and get 
access to a variety of state agency applications. The video 
is DNR-specific and promotes the Recreation Search, e-
license, camping reservation system, hunting and fishing 
digests and guides, Mi-Hunt and more. 

 
Finance & Operations: Christina Hammill, Eastern UP 
 The Department of Natural Resources wants to remind everyone the annual Winter Free Fishing Weekend is 

scheduled for Saturday, February 13 and Sunday, February 14. That weekend everyone – residents and non-
residents alike – can fish without a license, though all other fishing regulations still apply. More details on free 
fishing weekend and 2016 events can be found online @ michigan.gov/freefishing.  The following is one such local 
event:   
 
1st Ever Frostbite Pike Contest in Curtis, Saturday, February 13, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Come join this fishing contest on 
South Manistique Lake, Big Manistique Lake, North Manistique Lake, Milakokia Lake and Millecoquin Lake. Please 
note there is a cost to participate at $20 per adult and $10 per child.  Contact: curtiscofc@sbcglobal.net, 906-586-
3700 

 
 Dates to Remember 

2/1 – Deadline for Spring Turkey license applications 
2/1 – Bobcat trapping season closes (Unit A & B) 
2/1 – Crow season opens 
2/11 – Last day to register Bobcat (trapping season Unit A & B) 
2/13 & 2/14 – Free Fishing Weekend 
3/1 – New Year licenses go on sale (most licenses expire 3/31) 
3/1 – Can apply for 2017 Pure Michigan Hunt 
3/1 – Hand netting opens (smelt, suckers, bowfin, carp, gar, shad, goldfish); see digest for exceptions 
3/1 – Squirrel and Fox seasons close; also Fox, Coyote, Muskrat, Mink trapping close 
3/1 – Bobcat hunting season closes (Units A, B, C) 
3/1 – Tree stands and raised platforms must be removed from all public lands 
3/1 – Pike and Walleye closes on the Boundary Waters 
3/1 – Drawing Results posted for Spring Turkey hunts 
3/8 – Leftover Turkey & Hunt 234 on sale (unsuccessful applicants, rest on 3/15) 
3/11 – Last day to register Bobcat (hunting season Unit A, B, C)  
3/15 – Walleye, Pike, Muskie seasons close on Inland Waters 
3/20 – Dip netting opens (smelt, suckers, bowfin, carp, gar, shad, goldfish); see digest for exceptions 
3/31 – Hunting, Fishing, and ORV licenses expire (also Watercraft Registrations) 
3/31 – Last day for ice shanties in the Upper Peninsula 
3/31 – Crow and Rabbit/Hare seasons close 

 
 
 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwMTA4LjUzNTQ1MDQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDEwOC41MzU0NTA0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTY2NjAwJmVtYWlsaWQ9aGFtbWlsbGNAbWljaGlnYW4uZ292JnVzZXJpZD1oYW1taWxsY0BtaWNoaWdhbi5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&102&&&http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10364_52261_50497---,00.html?source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:curtiscofc@sbcglobal.net
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Parks & Recreation Division: Tom Paquin, Eastern Supervisor 
 Fayette Historic State Park 

• Historic Townsite:  Furnace stacks restoration on hold until Spring 2016 
• Harbor:  Contract awarded for new dock system, 90% review complete, electric conduit & water lines installed, 

old dock removed from harbor  
• Campground:  Continuing to work with PSC to complete plans for T/S Building, Dump Station & on-site sewage 

treatment, pre-bid meeting held Dec. 11, 2015, bids are due February 10, 2016, with planned construction 2016 
• Supervisor, lead worker and site historian met with new representatives of the Friends of Fayette Historic 

Townsite 
• Slow deer season in park; only two camps and few deer spotted 

 
 Indian Lake/Palms Book 

• Due to lack of snow & cold weather, snowmobiling and ice fishing are off to a slow start. 
• The latest water samples taken at Indian Lake tested positive for coliform and on one occasion positive for e-

coli. 
 
 Straits State Park  

• Toilet shower building construction continues in the lower campground 
• Straits held a Stomp the Park Snowshoe Event on January 9th.  Weather was nice and with very little snow, 

snowshoes were not needed.  There was a very good turnout. 
• Attendance numbers seem consistent with previous years with many folks coming out to hike and snowshoe 

around the campground roads and pathways. 
 Planning process is underway to start the next process in the planning phase for Father Marquette unit using the 

money donated from Enbridge as the funding source. 
 Steps are taking place to start the phase in of the 5-year implementation plan for Straits management plan. 
 Many small projects are underway to prep Straits for the upcoming season. 

 
 Tahquamenon Falls State Park 

• The park is currently accepting bids until February 3rd for the ADA bathroom remodel in Lodge #2.  
• The Lower Falls capital outlay project continues to move forward toward final design, phase 500. Focus items 

are the replacement of the primary viewing deck, improve the canoe/kayak launch, and repair/replacement of 
the mainland boardwalk. 

• The park management plan continues to move forward. User survey was conducted with 685 persons 
responding. 

• Lead worker ranger “A” interviews were held last week. 
• The Park will offer guided snowshoe hikes, snowshoe rentals (free of charge) and lantern lit skiing every 

Saturday in February. 
• The Park will be hosting what has become an annual campout this weekend featuring Roadtrekker motorhomes.  

We are expecting about 30 camps in the Lower Falls Hemlock campground for a weekend full of snowshoeing, 
skiing and a trip to Muskallonge Lake for the sled dog race. 

• The snow has finally arrived!  We have received 41.5” of the white stuff in January so far. 
 
 Brimley State Park/Detour Harbor 

• Brimley:  One wet well pump is being repaired and will be installed in spring.  The part closed for the season on 
November 15th.   

• DeTour:  The Schaffer boat was repaired. 
• Continue to work with two friends groups and local units of government. 
• Due to the high winds just before the Christmas holiday, staff will be busy in the spring at most locations with 

tree/debris cleanup….No major infrastructure damage to report. 
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Law Enforcement Division (LED): Lt. Skip Hagy, District 2 
The District has shifted into full winter mode and officers keeping very busy with ice fishermen and snowmobilers. There 
are still a number of predator, small game hunters and trappers they’re contacting as well. Snowmobile sound level 
enforcement efforts are being enhanced again this year as there have been trail leases across private property that have 
been lost due to nuisance loud snowmobiles.  District officers have already written a number of tickets for sound level 
violations. Officers also handled two fatal snowmobile accidents within the District one in Alger County and one in 
Chippewa County.  
 
Below are some of the cases officers have been involved in since the last CAC in December: 
 
• CO Christopher Lynch and Sgt. Jerrold Fitzgibbon backed-up troopers on a traffic stop by the Delta County Airport. The 

suspect had a cooler with a deer quartered up in it, and he also was in possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia. The 
suspect, from Wisconsin, claimed that he shot the deer with a rifle after the season closed, and never purchased his deer 
license for 2015. The deer was seized, and the suspect was lodged in the Delta County jail. 

 
• CO Christopher Lynch and Sgt. Jerrold Fitzgibbon were on patrol in Schaffer when they came across a trapper checking his 

traps along M-69. Upon making contact with the individual, he was asked if he had any luck. The trapper stated he was doing 
well this year and was getting ready to sell his catches. The trapper was asked to produce a trapping license and he said he 
never purchased one. The suspect’s vehicle had seven untagged traps, and the driver was also unable to produce proof of 
insurance or a valid registration for his vehicle. The suspect stated he was on his way to the court to pay his ticket of no 
proof-of-insurance from the week prior, and was checking his traps on the way. Enforcement action was taken. 

 
• CO Christopher Lynch and CO Pat Hartsig were on patrol when they observed a vehicle driving slowly down the snowmobile 

trail in Gladstone. Upon making contact with the suspect, an uncased muzzle loader was observed in the passenger seat. 
Enforcement action was taken. 

 
• CO Calvin Smith responded to a complaint where a private land owner had posted his CFR property with no hunting 

signs. The property owner thought he could put no hunting signs up, but not no trespassing signs. The land owner was 
educated on the law, and agreed to remove his no hunting signs from the CFR property. 

 
• Fifteen local law enforcement officers participated in the annual Christmas with a Cop program.  CO Michael Evink and CO 

Robert Freeborn represented the DNR. Other agencies involved included Manistique Public Safety, Schoolcraft County 
Sheriff’s Department, Tribal Officers and MSP. Each officer went to breakfast with a child and after breakfast the kids were 
able to shop for their family members. After shopping, the kids were treated to a movie while presents were wrapped. The 
entire program is funded through donations and the local FOP lodge. 

 
• CO Michael Evink and a US Forest Service officer assisted the Delta County Sheriff’s Department with an individual who fled 

on foot in Escanaba. The two officers located an individual who matched the subject’s description.  A deputy, along with the 
two officers, was able to make contact with the subject. He was not the individual being looked for, however, it was not his 
lucky day due to the warrant, dope and baggie of yet to be identified white substance that was located in his pocket. The 
individual was taken into custody by the Delta County Sheriff’s Department. 

 
• While conducting a local meat processor inspection, CO Robert Freeborn and CO Chris Lynch noticed a spike horn rack that 

was sitting in a box along with several other deer antlers. Upon closer inspection, it was determined that the spike was 
tagged with a combo tag. CO Freeborn and CO Lynch were quickly able to find the responsible party and located the hunter 
at his residence.  After a brief interview, a confession was obtained.  Enforcement action was taken. 

 
• CO Robert Freeborn, CO Mark Zitnik, CO Michael Evink and Sgt. Jerrold Fitzgibbon conducted inspections on several local 

taxidermist businesses.  While a couple of the taxidermists had everything correct, one in particular had several violations 
including; incomplete records of animals being accepted, as well as several animals being untagged such as deer, beaver and 
fox. The taxidermist was educated on the correct process, and enforcement action was taken. 

 
• CO Chris Lynch was on patrol when a BOL came out for a possible drunk driver who was driving down the wrong side of the 

road. CO Lynch was in the area and observed the vehicle parked in an old mini mart parking lot. Upon making contact with 
the occupants of the vehicle, an odor of intoxicants came from the cab of the vehicle. Upon asking the occupants for their 
identification, the passenger got out of the vehicle yelling and approaching the CO. After detaining the occupants of the 
vehicle, further investigation revealed the driver was on bond for domestic violence.  One of the conditions of his bond was 
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not to consume alcohol.  After taking a breath test, the suspect blew a .157 BAC. The suspect was arrested and lodged in the 
Delta County Jail. 

 
• CO Pat Hartsig and CO Chris Lynch were on patrol when they observed an ORV operating down the state highway with no 

ORV sticker.  A traffic stop was conducted. Upon making contact with the driver, it was discovered that he had a suspended 
driver’s license.  Further investigation revealed that the suspect had multiple warrants out for his arrest. The suspect was 
placed under arrest and lodged in the Delta County Jail. 

 
• CO Jeff Panich did a presentation for the Pickford Cub Scouts. CO Panich discussed with the pack what a conservation officer 

is and what they do to protect the natural resources in the State of Michigan.  After explaining his job to the pack, CO Panich 
worked with the youngsters on one of their merit badges in conservation. Discussions of hiking and trail safety were key 
topics on the agenda. 

 
• CO Kevin Postma responded to a complaint of vehicles revving their engines and spinning their tires in an area closed to 

motor vehicles. Upon arrival, CO Postma noticed three sets of truck tracks going around a gate and continuing down a 
snowmobile trail. CO Postma drove his patrol truck as far as it could go, then changed from pants to a pair of waders, and 
walked another mile before finally catching up with the three vehicles. Two of the three vehicles were stuck in large mud 
holes.  It was learned that the group had done some research using google maps, and decided that the road looked like a 
great four-wheeling route. They also advised they thought it was alright to go around the gate since there were other tracks 
doing the same.  Enforcement action was taken. 

 
• CO Chris Lynch and Sgt. Jerrold Fitzgibbon were on patrol when they received a complaint of a suspect with a gun and large 

amount of bait heading into the woods off of US 41. The COs responded and followed foot prints in the snow to a trailer 
where three large feed piles were freshly put out. The tracks then led the COs through the woods on a long walk until the 
suspect was located. The suspect was observed not wearing hunter orange, sneaking through the woods, carrying a scoped 
30-30 rifle. Contact with the suspect was made and he said he was coyote hunting. The suspect was not stationary nor did 
he have a predator call in his possession. After a short walk back to the suspect’s camp, the three bait piles, all greatly 
exceeding two gallons, were also pointed out and discussed. The COs and the suspect then walked to the suspect’s vehicle 
and observed an uncased bow in his vehicle. Enforcement action was taken. 

 
• CO Chris Lynch and Sgt. Jerrold Fitzgibbon observed ice anglers on Round Lake setting out tip-ups. A check of the three 

subjects revealed two fishermen & one “observer” (not fishing), and seven lines in the water. A ticket was issued to the 
owner of the tip-ups for fishing too many lines. He was advised to buy his girlfriend a license next time he takes her fishing 
for a date. 

 
• Sgt. Jerrold Fitzgibbon, CO Chris Lynch and CO Calvin Smith conducted several taxidermy inspections in Delta County. At 

one of the taxidermists, an untagged antlerless deer was located. When questioned about the deer, the owner of the 
taxidermist business stated that his son had shot the deer. A follow-up at the son’s residence was conducted. It was 
determined that the doe was shot with a bow without an antlerless tag. The son had taken the deer to his dad’s garage to 
hang it without telling his dad about it. The deer and archery equipment were seized, and enforcement action was taken.  

 
• While following up on an untagged red fox found while inspecting a local taxidermist, CO Freeborn was able to locate the 

individual who had brought it in. He is a summer resident who winters in Florida. He admitted picking up the road killed fox 
without a fur harvester license and taking it to the taxidermist. The suspect, feeling bad about his mistake, will be donating 
the mounted fox for education and display. A warning was given for the violation.   

 
• CO John Wenzel and CO Jon Busken were checking snowmobile trails when they observed a snowmobile drive through a 

stop sign. Contact was made with the operator, and it was observed that the snowmobile had an expired trail permit, and 
the registration was improperly displayed on the tunnel. Enforcement action was taken. In another instance, they observed 
two snowmobiles drive through a different stop sign. Contact was made and it was found that one of the subjects had a 
suspended driver’s license. The subject was cited for operating a snowmobile while suspended. 

 


