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SUBMITTED: August 18, 2014 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  
 
 
Subject: Fisheries Order 240.14  
   Sturgeon Regulations - Statewide (FO-240) 
 FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 
Authority: 
 
The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, authorizes Director 
and/or the Commission to issue orders to regulate the taking of fish in the waters of this state. 
 
 
Discussion and Background:
 
Fisheries Order 240 governs lake sturgeon fishing opportunities including the special winter 
harvest season for Black Lake.  Lake sturgeon populations are annually assessed in Black Lake 
and harvest is shared with the tribal governments within the 1836 Treaty Area.  Harvest 
allocations are stipulated by the terms of the 2007 Consent Decree and may vary annually 
depending on population abundances and other fishery components.  The Department proposes 
to remove the specific conditions currently listed in the Order including:  season length, size 
limit, harvest quota, fishing hours, angler registration, and fish registration listed under Black 
Lake because some of these conditions are administrative while others are subject to change 
annually.  The Department proposes to replace the provisions with the following information – 
Black Lake (Cheboygan/Presque Isle County) – the Director and the Commission will set 
conditions for the fishing season no later than January 15 each year.  Conditions including season 
length, size limit, harvest quota, fishing hours, angler registration, and fish registration will all be 
included in a Natural Resources Commission memo presented for approval during the January 
2015 meeting.  We are recommending that this Fish Order change take immediate effect upon 
signature for implementation for the February 2015 season. 
 
Issue Pros and Cons 
The removal of several conditions from the Order will allow for greater flexibility when 
recommending regulations for future Black Lake sturgeon fishing seasons.  Variation in the 
annual harvest allocation will be easier to accommodate since the timeframe for change would be 
shortened.  Additionally, weather conditions can vary from year to year and a more flexible 
process will allow the Department to adjust and provide the best opportunities for our anglers. 
 
Some anglers may prefer having the specific regulatory conditions listed in the Order. 
 
 
 





 

FISHERIES ORDER 

STURGEON REGULATIONS - STATEWIDE 
 

Order 240.14 
 
 
By authority conferred on the Director and/or the Natural Resources Commission by Part 487 of 
1994 PA 451, MCL 324.48701 to 324.48740, it is ordered that effective October 9, 2014, the 
following section(s) of the Fisheries Order shall read as follows: 
 
 

1) Fishing for Lake Sturgeon 

A) Except on waters where harvest of lake sturgeon is allowed as specifically identified in 
paragraph 5) Special Provisions, fishing for lake sturgeon on all waters of the State shall 
be catch-and-immediate-release using hook-and-line gear. 

2) Lake Sturgeon Tag 

A) An angler shall obtain a non-transferable lake sturgeon tag prior to fishing for lake 
sturgeon. 

3) Registration of Harvested Lake Sturgeon 

A) On waters where harvest of lake sturgeon is allowed as specifically identified in 
paragraph 5) Special Provisions: 

i) An angler shall immediately tag a lake sturgeon that is harvested with a validated lake 
sturgeon tag described in paragraph 2) Lake Sturgeon Tag. 

ii) Except as otherwise specifically provided in paragraph 5) Special Provisions, an 
angler shall register a lake sturgeon that is harvested within 24 hours at a designated 
registration site.  Designated registration sites may be found online at 
www.michigan.gov/dnrfishing. 

4) Harvest Limit 

A) On waters where harvest of lake sturgeon is allowed as specifically identified in 
paragraph 5) Special Provisions, an angler shall not harvest more than one (1) lake 
sturgeon per year. 

5) Special Provisions: 

A) Lake St. Clair and the St. Clair River (St. Clair, Macomb, and Wayne Counties) 

i) Fishing seasons 
a) The hook-and-line harvest season for lake sturgeon shall be July 16 through 

September 30, inclusive. 
b) The hook-and-line, catch-and-immediate-release season for lake sturgeon shall be 

October 1 through November 30, inclusive. 
c) Fishing for lake sturgeon shall be prohibited from December 1 through July 15, 

inclusive. 
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ii) Size Limit 
a) Between 42 and 50 inches, inclusive. 

B) Otsego Lake (Otsego County) 

i) Fishing seasons 
a) The hook-and-line harvest season for lake sturgeon shall be July 16 through March 

15, inclusive. 
b) Fishing for lake sturgeon shall be prohibited from March 16 through July 15, 

inclusive. 

ii) Size Limit 
a) 50 inches minimum. 

C) Black Lake (Cheboygan/Presque Isle County) -– the Director and the Commission 
will set conditions for the fishing season no later than January 15 each year and will 
be posted on the DNR website.  unless otherwise specified by the Director, the 
following special provisions apply to the fishing for sturgeon in Black Lake.  Any 
changes to these provisions will be posted to the Department’s website 
(www.michigan.gov/dnrfishing), by January 15 each year.  

i) Fishing seasons 
a) The spearing and hook-and-line harvest season for lake sturgeon shall be the first 

Saturday in February through the following Wednesday, inclusive, or until the 
harvest quota has been reached, whichever comes first. 

b) Fishing for lake sturgeon shall be prohibited from the end of the harvest season 
through the first Friday in February, inclusive. 

ii) Size Limit 
a) No minimum size limit. 

iii) Harvest Quota 
a) The Director of the Department will set a harvest quota for the fishing season as 

established in paragraph 5) C) i) no later than January 15 each year. 
b) On or before January 15 each year, a notice of the harvest quota will be posted on 

the Department’s website (www.michigan.gov/dnrfishing), noted in a statewide 
news release, and noted in printed material that will be made available to the public 
via various outlets. 

c) The total harvest by all anglers combined for the fishing season as established in 
paragraph 5) C) i) shall not exceed the limit set by the Director each year as 
established in paragraph 5) C) iii). 

iv) Spearing and Hook-and-Line Daily Fishing Time 
a) Spearing and hook-and-line fishing for lake sturgeon shall be allowed between 8:00 

AM and 2:00 PM on each day that the fishing season as established in paragraph 5) 
C) i) remains open. 

v) Anglers Registering to Fish 
a) Prior to fishing, an angler shall register on-site each day and obtain a flag each day. 
b) An angler shall prominently display the flag obtained at registration each day.  The 

flag shall be displayed outside the entryway to the shanty being used, and shall be 
displayed for the entire time of fishing for lake sturgeon each day. 
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vi) Registration of Harvested Lake Sturgeon 
a) A lake sturgeon that is harvested shall be immediately registered with Department 

personnel, and that lake sturgeon shall be subject to internal examination of 
reproductive organs by the Department personnel. 

D) Menominee River 

i) All regulations governing fishing for lake sturgeon and the take of lake sturgeon in the 
Menominee River system are established in Fisheries Order 205: Michigan-Wisconsin 
Boundary Water Regulations. 

E) All Other Waters of the State not specifically Identified in this Paragraph 5) Special 
Provisions 

i) Fishing seasons 
a) The hook-and-line, catch-and-immediate-release fishing season shall be July 16 

through November 30, inclusive. 
b) Fishing for lake sturgeon shall be prohibited from December 1 through July 15, 

inclusive. 
 



  FO-240.12 
 
 
This Order shall be assigned number FO-240.14, and is entitled “Sturgeon Regulations – 
Statewide.” 
 
This Order supersedes the Order entitled "Sturgeon Regulations – Statewide," effective 
January 12, 2012, and assigned number FO-240.12. 
 
This Order shall take immediate effect.  This Order shall remain in effect until this Order is 
amended/rescinded.   
 
 
Issued on this 11th day of September, 2014.   
 
 
Approved as to matters over which the Natural Resources Commission has authority. 
 
 
 
      J.R. Richardson, Chairman 
      Natural Resources Commission 
 
 
 
Approved as to matters over which the Director has authority. 
 
 
 
      Keith Creagh 
      Director
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