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MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES  
TRUST FUND 

  
  

The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
began as the “Kammer Recreational Land 
Trust Fund Act of 1976” via PA 204 of 
1976.  Act 204 created the Michigan Land 
Trust Fund (MLTF) program to provide a 
source of funding for the public acquisition 
of lands for resource protection and public 
outdoor recreation.  Funding was derived 
from royalties on the sale and lease of state-
owned mineral rights. 
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On November 6, 1984, Michigan residents 
voted in favor of Proposal B, amending the 

State Constitution and 
created the MNRTF.  
The constitutional 
amendment required 
that oil, gas, and other 
mineral lease and 
royalty payments be 

placed into the Trust Fund, with proceeds 
used to both acquire and develop public 
recreation lands.  To implement the 
constitutional amendment, the Legislature 
passed the Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund Act of 1985 (PA 101 of 1985). 
This act stipulated that in any one fiscal year 
up to a third of all mineral lease revenues, 
plus the interest and earnings of the Trust 
Fund, could be used to both purchase land 
for resource protection and public outdoor 
recreation and develop outdoor recreation 
facilities. 

Act 101 of 1985 also specified that not less 
than 25 percent of the total expenditures 
from the Trust Fund in any fiscal year shall 
be expended for land acquisition and rights 
in land, and not more than 25 percent of the 
total expenditures from the Trust Fund in 
any fiscal year be expended for development 
of public recreation facilities.  In addition, 
Act 101 authorized the use of Trust Funds to 
make the annual payments in-lieu of taxes to 
local units of government that are required 
under subpart 14 of Part 21 of the Natural 

Resources and Environmental Protection 
Act, 451 PA 1994, as amended. Trust Funds 
are used to meet the Department of Natural 
Resources’ (DNR) obligations under Part 21 
for lands acquired by the DNR with 
MNRTF assistance. 

On November 8, 1994, Michigan voters 
approved Proposal P, which also amended 
the State Constitution.  The 1994 
amendment reversed a previous 
constitutional provision which allowed the 
diversion of Trust Fund revenue to the 
Michigan Strategic Fund.  Proposal P also 
established the State Park Endowment Fund 
for the operation, maintenance and capital 
improvements at Michigan’s State Parks, 
and provided for the distribution of $10 
million annually in Trust Fund revenues to 
the new Endowment Fund.  The 1994 
amendment also raised the maximum 
amount that can accumulate in the Trust 
Fund from $200 million to $400 million. 

On August 6, 2002, Michigan residents 
approved Proposal 2.  This amendment to 
Article IX allows the MNRTF to invest in a 
wider array of investments, raises the 
current cap on the maximum allowable 
amount from $400 million to $500 million, 
and allows up to one-third of the Trust Fund 
revenues to be spent annually, until the 
principal reaches $500 million. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The Board of Trustees created by the 
MNRTF Act is composed of five members.  
These members are the Director of the DNR 
or a member of the Natural Resources 
Commission, as determined by the Natural 
Resources Commission, and four residents 
of the state appointed by the Governor. 



 

The four citizen members appointed by the 
Governor and serving their terms during 
2007 were:         
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Mr. Bob Garner from Cadillac, for a term 
expiring October 1, 2009; 

 Ms. Lana Pollack from Ann Arbor, for a 
term expiring October 1, 2007; 

 Mr. Frank Torre from West Bloomfield, for 
a term expiring October 1, 2008;  

Mr. Sam Washington from West 
Bloomfield, for a term expiring October 1, 
2010.   

The Natural Resources Commission was 
represented by Chairman Keith Charters 
from Traverse City.  Mr. Garner served as 
MNRTF chairperson during 2007.   
Mr. Washington passed away October 10, 
2007, and was not replaced in 2007. 

ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS  

The Trust Fund Board met six times in 2007 
to conduct business.  The February meeting 
was scheduled and then cancelled due to a 
lack of quorum.  An evening meeting was 
held on December 4 in Lansing to provide 
an opportunity to discuss the list of 
recommended projects.  The following is a 
summary of their actions: 
 
Allocation of Project Funds 

Section 1907(1) of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, 
requires that by January of each year the 
Board submit to the Legislature a priority 
list of lands recommended for acquisition 
and/or development. 

 Applications for MNRTF assistance are 
accepted annually.  Applications are 
accepted from both local units of 
government and state agencies, primarily the 
land managing divisions of the DNR.  
Applications are reviewed and scored by 
Grants Management of the DNR.  Final 
grant recommendations are made by the 

MNRTF Board and submitted to the 
Legislature for approval and appropriation 
of funds. 

The 2007 Recreation Grants Selection 
Process (IC 1905) booklet, which explains 
the program and application requirements, 
was made available to prospective 
applicants in January 2007.  Applications for 
MNRTF land acquisition and recreation 
facility development projects were accepted 
from the DNR and local units of government 
on April 2, 2007.  A secondary application 
deadline for acquisition applications was 
available on August 1, 2007.   

DNR’s Grants Management staff review 
applications for eligibility and conformance 
to the stated program goals and evaluation 
criteria.  For applications received in April, 
Grants Management staff conducted a 
preliminary evaluation and made the results 
available to applicants before the final 
scoring process was conducted.  Also for 
applications received in April and August, 
Grants Management staff conducted a site 
visit of certain sites to verify conditions 
described in the application. 

During 2007, 153 MNRTF applications 
requesting more than $75.2 million in 
assistance were evaluated and scored based 
on criteria and a scoring model approved by 
the Board.  The staff rankings for acquisition 
and development projects were submitted to 
the Board in December.  These rankings 
were based on application scores and the 
funds available.  The Board considered staff 
recommendations and other appropriate 
factors in making its recommendations. 

At its December 5, 2007 meeting, the Board 
officially adopted its 2007 project 
recommendations for land acquisition and 
development projects for submission to the 
Legislature.  The list included the following 
projects, subject to legislative approval and 
appropriation of funds: 

• 31 acquisition grants totaling $25.2 
million - 19 local acquisition grants 
totaling $12.3 million and 12 state 
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acquisition grants totaling $12.9 
million.  

 

 
• 34 development grants totaling $9.2 

million – 30 local development 
grants totaling $7.7 million and 4 
state development grants totaling 
$1.5 million.  

 

 

 
Upon the request of the Department of 
Management and Budget (DMB), the 
Board’s recommendations were submitted to 
DMB for inclusion in a 2007 supplemental 
appropriations bill. 

 

 

 
 

 Board Actions
 

 The Trust Fund Board utilized part of the 
$1.0 million funding provided to the 
department from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation to approve three Access to 
Recreation Grants, totaling nearly $724,000. 

 

 

 
The list of approved acquisition projects in 
priority order are provided below:  

 
 

Project No. Applicant  Project Title Description County Grant Amount 

TF 07-002 Gerrish 
Township 

Gerrish 
Township 
Community 
Park-Phase II 

Phase two of a two-phase 
acquisition of a 5.13-acre 
lakefront site on Higgins 
Lake for a township park. 

Roscommon $1,400,000 

TF 07-133 DNR North Maumee 
Bay Coastal 
Wetland 
Acquisition 

A 126-acre tract, the last 
major undeveloped parcel 
of land adjacent to the Erie 
State Game Area--9,200 
feet of Lake Erie frontage 
and 3,960 feet of Ottawa 
River frontage.  A federal 
grant provides 50% of the 
match. 

Monroe $1,000,000 

TF 07-121 DNR Chippewa 
Landing 
Acquisition  

A 103-acre Pere Marquette 
State Forest inholding with 
3,272 feet of frontage on the 
Manistee River, 30 acres of 
wetlands, winter deeryard, 
and rare species habitat. 
 
 
 

Wexford $400,000 



 

Project No. 
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Applicant  Project Title Description County Grant Amount 

TF 07-120 DNR Betsie River 
Consolidation 

Acquisition of 307 acres (3 
parcels) in the Pere 
Marquette State Forest to 
maintain quality of the 
Betsie River. Parcels 
include 7,600 ft. of river 
frontage, 140 acres of 
wetland, deeryard, 
waterfowl habitat and cool 
water fishery. 

Benzie and 
Grand 

Traverse 

$1,300,000 

TF 07-163 Antrim 
County 

Glacial Hills 
Pathway and 
Natural Area 

Acquisition of the remaining 
180 acres of the proposed 
763-acre Glacial Hills 
Pathway and Natural Area 
for hunting, hiking and other 
passive outdoor recreation. 

Antrim $162,000 

TF 07-168 DNR Jaxon Creek 
Corridor 
Acquisition 

Acquisition of 376 acres 
with 5,500 feet of frontage 
on Jaxon Creek, a state 
designated natural river.  
Property includes uplands, 
wetlands, winter deeryard, 
and will consolidate state 
ownership in the Pere 
Marquette State Forest. 

Grand 
Traverse 

$1,050,000 

Mecosta TF 07-046 City of Big 
Rapids 

Mitchell Creek 
Nature Area 
Acquisition 

Fee simple acquisition of 45 
acres of undeveloped land 
with 4,400 linear feet on 
Mitchell Creek for 
recreation, including trout 
fishing, hiking, protection of 
land for environmental 
importance and scenic 
beauty, and to link to the 
city trail system. 

$143,700 

TF 07-135 DNR Southwest 
Lower 
Peninsula Eco-
Region Land 
Consolidation  

Acquisition of priority 
parcels to consolidate 
ownership within the state 
wildlife, game area, wildlife 
research, state forest, and 
state park and recreation 
boundaries in the 
Southwest Lower Peninsula 
Eco-Region. 

Various $900,000 

TF 07-162 Long Lake 
Township  

Cedar Run 
Creek Natural 
Area Addition 

A 90-acre parcel adjacent to 
the future Cedar Run Creek 
Natural Area, with 2,500 
feet of frontage on Cedar 
Run Creek and 32 acres of 
forested wetland for 
hunting, fishing, nature 
observation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand 
Traverse 

$554,900 



 

Project No. 
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Applicant  Project Title Description County Grant Amount 

TF 07-119 DNR Northern Lower 
Peninsula Eco-
Region Land 
Consolidation 

Acquisition of parcels to 
consolidate ownership 
within the state wildlife, 
state forest, state park and 
recreation area boundaries, 
and to provide public 
access to priority waters. 

Various $900,000 

TF 07-031 Oakland 
County 

Addison Oaks 
Property 
Acquisition 

Acquisition of 100 acres 
adjacent to Addison Oaks 
County Park for passive 
recreation. 

Oakland $616,000 

TF 07-123 DNR East & West 
Upper 
Peninsula Eco-
Regions Land 
Consolidation 

Acquisition of priority 
parcels to consolidate 
ownership within the state 
forest, state wildlife, and 
state park boundaries and 
to provide public access to 
priority waters. 

Various $900,000 

TF 07-122 DNR State Trailways 
Initiative-
Corridor and 
Acquisition 

Acquisition of rail corridor 
and other lands or rights in 
land that is required to 
achieve connectivity in the 
overall state recreation trail 
network. 

Various $1,500,000 

TF 07-167 DNR Wisconsin 
Electric 
Energies Land 
Acquisition 

1,500 acres, including 
frontage along the Sturgeon 
River, 3 miles on the Brule 
and Menominee Rivers, 1 
mile on the Michigamme 
River and 2 miles on the 
Paint and Hemlock Rivers 
to consolidate DNR 
ownership.  

Baraga and 
Iron 

$1,900,000 

TF 07-040 City of 
Manistee 

Man Made Lake 
Acquisition  

23 acres, with 1,350 feet of 
frontage on Lake Michigan 
and 1,700 feet of frontage 
on the 10-acre Man Made 
Lake for fishing, swimming, 
boating and wildlife viewing. 

Manistee $2,015,000 

TF 07-117 DNR Southeast 
Michigan Eco-
Region Land 
Consolidation 

Acquisition of priority parcels to 
consolidate ownership within 
state wildlife, state park, and 
state forest boundaries. 

Various $900,000 

TF 07-039 Elmwood 
Charter 
Township  

DeYoung 
Natural Area 
Acquisition 

Acquisition in fee simple of 
60.5 acres of land, with 
4,500 feet of frontage on 
Cedar Lake for fishing, 
wildlife observation and 
scenic viewing. 

Leelanau $910,200 

TF 07-028 Huron-
Clinton 
Metro 
Authority 

Indian Springs 
Metropark Land 
Acquisition 

287 acres adjacent to the 
Huron-Clinton Metro 
Authority, Indian Springs 
Metropark, with 38-acre 
Schmitt Lake for fishing, 
boating, wildlife viewing and 
nature interpretation. 
 

Oakland $1,426,000 



 

Project No. 
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Applicant  Project Title Description County Grant Amount 

TF 07-090 Ottawa 
County 

Olive Shores 
Acquisition 

Acquisition in fee simple of 
13.5 acres with 538 feet of 
Lake Michigan frontage, 7 
acres of critical sand dunes, 
mesic northern forest, 
beach, wildlife habitat and 
buffering 7 acres of existing 
undeveloped county park 
land. 

Ottawa $2,000,000 

TF 07-171 St. Clair 
County 

Camp 
Woodsong Fee 
Simple 
Acquisition 

Acquisition of 44.5 acres of 
the former Girl Scouts 
Camp Woodsong with 2,800 
feet of frontage on the Black 
River for hunting, fishing, 
nature observation, etc. 

St. Clair $291,800 

TF 07-017 City of 
Novi 

Novi Core 
Habitat Reserve 
Property 
Acquisition 

Acquisition of 16.2 acres of 
wooded wetland adjacent to 
Singh Trail Parkland. 

Oakland $281,300 

TF 07-131 DNR Sterling State 
Park 
Acquisition 

52 acres located at the 
entrance to Sterling State 
Park providing continuous 
connection to adjacent state 
park property. 

Monroe $925,000 

TF 07-134 DNR Au Train Basin 
Waterfowl 
Refuge Project-
Phase I 

Phase one of a two-phase 
acquisition of high priority 
parcels within and adjacent 
to the Au Train Basin 
Waterfowl Refuge project to 
protect waterfowl habitat, 
consolidate DNR ownership 
and provide recreation 
opportunities. 

Alger $1,250,000 

TF 07-099 Grant 
Township 

Hunter’s Point 
Park 
Acquisition-
Phase I 

Phase one of a two-phase 
acquisition in fee simple of 
about 122 acres with 830 ft 
of frontage on Lake 
Superior and 1,900 feet of 
frontage on Copper Harbor.  
Property is adjacent to 
property previously 
purchased with MNRTF 
assistance. 

Keweenaw $720,000 

TF 07-164 Village of 
DeTour 
Village 

DeTour Village 
Waterfront 
Property 
Acquisition 

Two acres including 800 
feet of frontage on the St. 
Mary’s River for the 
development of a 
boardwalk, picnic area and 
canoe launch for fishing, 
bird watching and freighter 
watching. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chippewa $495,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Project No. Applicant  Project Title Description County Grant Amount 

TF 07-105 City of 
Sault Ste. 
Marie 

Ashmun Bay 
Park Trail 
Parcel 
Acquisition 

A 3,500’ linear strip 
adjoining the south shore of 
the 50-acre Ashmun Bay 
Park for a linear trail, which 
will offer access to Ashmun 
Bay Park and become a 
connecting segment of a 
larger trail system.  

Chippewa $36,000 

TF 07-038 Lapeer 
County 

General Squier 
Memorial Park 
Addition 

Acquisition of 7-acre parcel 
adjacent to the 70-acre 
General Squier Park and 
the state-owned Polly Ann 
Trail.  The parcel will 
provide wildlife observation 
opportunities and new 
public access to the Polly 
Ann Trail. 

Lapeer $58,600 

TF 07-041 Allendale 
Charter 
Township 

Allendale 
Community 
Park Addition 

Expansion of the existing 
33-acre Allendale 
Community Park by .82 
acres for park entrance 
enhancement. 

Ottawa $88,200 

TF 07-082 Weesaw 
Township 

Weesaw 
Township Park 
Acquisition 

Project will include 
acquisition in fee simple of 8 
acres for development of 
the Weesaw Township 
Community Park, offering 
both active and passive 
recreation opportunities. 

Berrien $98,000 

TF 07-174 City of 
Sault Ste. 
Marie 

Ashmun Bay 
Park Entrance 
Parcel 
Acquisition 

Acquisition of 2.76 acres at 
the entrance to Ashmun 
Bay Park which has been 
leased from Canadian 
National Railroad. 

Chippewa $100,000 

TF 07-170 Casco 
Township 

Lake Michigan 
Nature Preserve 
Acquisition-
Phase I 

Phase one of a two-phase 
acquisition of 8.6 acres of 
wooded property with 300’ 
frontage on Lake Michigan.  
The parcel is currently a 
nature preserve.  Purchase 
will expand the use to 
include public recreation 
opportunities.  

Allegan $900,000 
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The list of approved development projects in priority order are provided below: 
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Project No. Applicant Project Title Description County Grant 
Amount 

 
TF 07-097 

City of Big 
Rapids 

Riverwalk 
Development-River 
Street Park 

Development of 4,800 feet of Big 
Rapids Riverwalk and addition of 
trail amenities, nature trails, 
fishing platform/overlook, and 
parking through 16-acre River 
Street Park with 2,500 feet of 
frontage on the Muskegon River. 

Mecosta $309,400 

TF 07-113 
 

Antrim 
County 

Grass River Center Development of nature center 
building at Grass River Natural 
Area. 

Antrim $400,000 

TF 07-035 Lincoln 
Township 

Shingle Lake Park 
Improvement 

Development to include paved 
parking and boat launch access, 
play structure, access and beach 
trails, picnic area, fishing platform, 
utilities, signage and landscaping.

Clare $43,600 

TF 07-030 Oakland 
County 

Addison Oaks Trail 
Connector 

Development of a 1.7-mile gravel 
path and boardwalk at Addison 
Oaks County Park. 

Oakland $228,800 

TF 07-037 City of 
Whitehall 

White Lake 
Pathway South 
End Completion 

Improvements to 11,300 feet of 
abandoned railroad right-of-way 
to include bituminous path with 
900 feet through wetlands and 
interpretive signage connecting 
the 21.5-mile Hart-Montague 
Linear State Park and proposed 
Montague-Berry Junction Trail. 

Muskegon $254,700 

TF 07-018 Village of 
Clinton 

Tate Park Pathway 
and Fishing Docks

Project will provide for expansion 
of facilities within Tate Park on the 
River Raisin by developing paved 
trails, fishing dock, fish habitat 
improvement, picnic area, site 
amenities and parking. 

Lenawee $297,600 

TF 07-057 Oakland 
Township 

Marsh View Park 
Development 

Development to provide active 
and passive recreation with trails, 
wetland observation deck, 
interpretive signage, archery 
range, sports fields and basketball 
court. 

Oakland $293,300 

TF 07-011 Clinton 
County 

Motz County Park 
Development 

Development of a 42-acre site with a 
15-acre lake to include a beach, 
beach house, entrance drive and 
parking, dock, deck, pavilion, 
utilities, picnic tables and grills, 
walkways, maintenance building, 
fencing, gate, entrance sign and 
landscaping. 

Clinton $233,000 

TF 07-106 City of 
Ecorse 

Ecorse Creek 
Greenway and 
Park Development 

Development of Ecorse 
Greenway along Ecorse Creek 
with pathways, canoe launches, 
access points, sensory garden, 
boardwalks, , skateboard area, 
pedestrian bridge, lighting and 
other park amenities. 

Wayne $415,000 



 

Project No. 
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Applicant Project Title Description County Grant 
Amount 

TF 07-100 City of 
Grandville 

Grandville and 
Kent Trails 
Pathway 
Connection 

Development of 2,400-foot non-
motorized trail to connect Kent 
Trail to the Buck Creek Trail with 
1,200 feet along Brush Creek. 

Kent $118,800 

TF 07-095 Elmwood 
Charter 
Township 

Greilickville Harbor 
Park 
Improvements 

Development of Greilickville 
Harbor Park on West Grand 
Traverse Bay to include new 
entrance road, parking lot, picnic 
pavilions, sidewalks, promenade, 
beach access, native 
landscaping, creek restoration, 
lighting and site amenities. 

Leelanau $210,300 

TF 07-087 City of East 
Lansing 

White Park 
Improvements 

Improvements to 48-acre Albert 
A. White Park, to include parking, 
trail, picnic shelter, wildlife viewing 
platform, pedestrian bridge, 
interpretive and park signage, 
softball field and landscape 
restoration. 

Ingham $225,000 

TF 07-060 City of 
Muskegon 

Smith-Ryerson 
Park 
Improvements 

Accessibility improvements to 25-
acre park with 1,500 feet of 
frontage on Ryerson Creek to 
include restroom/concession, 
picnic shelter, site amenities, 
bleachers, storage building, 
interpretive signs, pier, irrigation, 
basketball courts and trail. 

Muskegon $433,400 

TF 07-049 Roscommo
n 
Township 

Lakeview Park 
Improvement 
Project 

Construction of new park facilities 
at newly acquired 1.44-acre park 
on Houghton Lake including 
fishing dock, boardwalk, canoe 
launch, picnic pavilion, 
playground and bike path. 

Roscommon $189,900 

TF 07-112 Charlevoix 
County 

Whiting Park 
Universal Access 
Improvements 

Renovation of campground, 
beach, boat launch, restroom, 
drive and parking, observation 
deck, pathways, parking, storage 
building, and log lodge at Whiting 
Park on Lake Charlevoix. 

Charlevoix $232,500 

TF 07-036 City of 
Saugatuck 

Mt. Baldhead Park 
Stairway 
Renovation 

Improvements to 100-acre park of 
critical sand dune with 450 feet of 
frontage on the Kalamazoo River 
and scenic views of Lake 
Michigan to include replacement 
of obsolete dune staircase. 

Allegan $63,800 

TF 07-015 Montcalm 
County 

Krampe Park 
Accessible Fishing 
Pier 

Accessibility improvements to 19-
acre Krampe Park with 500 feet of 
frontage on Winfield Lake to 
include fishing pier, pathway, 
benches, signage and parking. 

Montcalm $41,900 

TF 07-118 DNR Ralph A. 
MacMullan 
Conference Center 
Improvements 

Continuation of the improvements 
to the Ralph A. MacMullan 
Conference Center, including a 
new classroom building with 
lodging attached and new 
pedestrian routes. 

Crawford $500,000 



 

Project No. 
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Applicant Project Title Description County Grant 
Amount 

TF 07-130 DNR Lake Idlewild Park 
Development 

Development includes non-
motorized boat launch, fishing 
pier, pathways, community 
garden, parking, vault toilets, trail 
signage, lighting, water pump and 
site amenities. 

Lake $324,900 

TF 07-023 City of 
Alpena 

Starlite Beach 
Promenade 
Facilities Project 

Development of a picnic pavilion, 
restroom/storage/concession 
building, walkway, utilities, 
landscaping and site amenities at 
Starlite Beach on Thunder Bay 
(Lake Huron). 

Alpena $443,300 

TF 07-096 City of 
Clare 

Pere Marquette 
Rail Trail 
Extension 

Construction of a .4-mile, 10-foot 
wide non-motorized asphalt trail 
on former railroad ROW extension 
from its current terminus at the 
outskirts of Clare to downtown 
Clare. 

Clare $500,000 

TF 07-073 Village of 
Lakewood 
Club 

Fox Lake Park 
Improvements 

Accessibility improvements to 17-
acre community park with 1,260 
feet of frontage on Fox Lake to 
include beach access routes, 
beach promenade and site 
amenities. 

Muskegon $49,100 

TF 07-004 City of 
Albion 

Rieger Park 
Swimming and 
Beach Project 

Project is to dredge existing pond, 
renovate building for restrooms 
and changing area, construct 
walkway, and renovate water 
control structure for beach and ice 
skating purposes. 

Calhoun $127,500 

TF 07-085 Leslie 
Schools 

Russell Miller 
“Wild 100” Nature 
Center 
Development 

Improvements to Russell Miller 
“Wild 100” Nature Preserve to 
include construction of a nature 
center, interpretive signs and 
displays, restroom, lighted parking 
lot and pathway, wetland 
observation deck, fishing dock 
and picnic area. 

Jackson $400,000 

TF 07-055 City of 
Detroit 

Butzel Playfield 
Renovation 

Improvements to 33-acre play field 
including rebuilt softball and 
baseball diamonds, new tennis 
courts, rebuilding of football field 
with new lighting and electrical 
system upgrades. 

Wayne $500,000 

TF 07-102 Village of 
Marion 

Veterans Memorial 
Park 
Improvements 

Facility improvements to a 35-
acre park on the Middle Branch 
River to include pavilion, showers, 
tables and benches. 

Osceola $105,000 

TF 07-129 DNR Proud Lake 
Electrical System  

Upgrades to the electrical system 
at Proud Lake Recreation Area. 

Oakland $500,000 

TF07-072 City of 
Saginaw 

Andersen Park 
Development 

Demolition of obsolete water park 
facilities at shuttered Andersen 
Water Park.  Includes removal 
and repair of several structures. 
 

Saginaw $51,800 



 

Project No. 
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Applicant Project Title Description County Grant 
Amount 

TF 07-051 Mills 
Township 

Skidway Lake 
Boardwalk 
Development  

Provide pedestrian access, fishing 
platform and signage on the south 
shore of Skidway Lake.  

Ogemaw $251,000 

TF 07-007 Benton 
Township 

Robbins Park 
Improvement 
Project 

Improvements to a 10-acre park 
in an urban neighborhood with 
picnic area, shelter renovations, 
lighting, parking lot, walking path, 
climbing rock, landscaping and 
site amenities. 

Berrien $70,000 

TF 07-064 Canton 
Township 

Lower Rouge River 
Trail Bridges 

Construction of six pedestrian 
bridges to span the Lower Rouge 
River along a proposed 3.5-mile 
multi-use, paved pathway 
paralleling the river. 

Wayne $350,000 

TF 07-116 DNR Building 
Demolition 
Initiative 

Initiative to demolish abandoned 
buildings and other structures on 
lands acquired by the DNR. 

Various $250,000 

TF 07-054 City of 
Utica 

Clinton River Hike 
Bike Trail 
Development 

Development of a 12-foot wide 
shared use trail within Heritage 
Park with boardwalks, canoe 
launch, pedestrian bridge, lighting 
and other site improvements. 

Macomb $350,000 

TF 07-013 West 
Bloomfield 
Township 

Marshbank Park 
Improvement 
Project 

Improvements to Marshbank 
Park, including restrooms, 
playgrounds, picnic areas, trails, 
lakeside boardwalk and fishing 
pier. 

Oakland $500,000 

  

MNRTF Nominations

While only state and local governments may 
apply to the MNRTF to acquire property, 
any individual, group, or organization may 
nominate land for consideration.  A 
nomination is a suggestion that the DNR 
consider a property for acquisition.  
Individuals who would like to submit a 
nomination must complete a short form. 

Nominations are compiled by the DNR’s 
Grants Management and made available to 
the land managing bureaus/divisions of the 
DNR (Wildlife; Forest, Mineral and Fire 
Management; Parks and Recreation; and 
Fisheries) for review and to determine if the 
division desires to submit a MNRTF grant 
application for the property.  Only those 
nominations which a DNR division decides 
to submit as an application are considered 
for funding.  

Nominations may be submitted at any time; 
however, a list of the nominations received 
as of January 1, 2007 was provided to the 
Board at their April 2007 meeting.  This 
gave the Board the opportunity to make note 
of properties of interest.  A list of all 
nominations received is provided to the 
MNRTF Board.  

A total of four nominations were received in 
2007, two of which were determined by the 
DNR to be of high enough priority to be 
submitted as a Trust Fund application by 
one of the DNR’s land managing divisions.  
Two applications were included in the 
Board’s final project recommendations and 
approved for funding by the Legislature. 

 



 

2007 PROJECT EXPENDITURES 

Expenditures made from the Trust Fund for 
calendar year 2007 for MNRTF grants and 
projects are provided in the lists in 
Appendix A.  There are four separate lists:  
Local Government Acquisitions, Local 
Government Development Projects, State 
Acquisitions, and State Development 
Projects.  These lists provide the following 
information: 

• Project Number 

• Grant or Project Name 

• Grantee Name:  The grant recipient 
for local projects.  
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• Grant or Project Amount:  The local 
grant or DNR project amount 
approved by the MNRTF Board. 

• 2007 Expenditures: Expenditures 
made toward completing the project 
in 2007.  For local acquisitions, this 
includes the grant or project amount 
plus additional costs directly 
associated with the project, such as 
DNR review and approval of local 
land appraisals.  For recently 
approved acquisitions, if the 
expenditures listed are small and a 
large balance remains, the costs 
incurred in 2007 are those associated 
with appraisal of the property.  The 
actual acquisition was not completed 
in calendar year 2007.  

• Balance:  Project or grant funds 
remaining taking into account the 
2007 expenditures and all prior year 
expenditures. 

• 2007 Acres:  For local and state 
acquisitions, if the property was 
acquired in 2007, or reported to the 
Grants Management as a completed 
acquisition in 2007, the acres 
acquired is provided.  If this column 
is blank, either the property was 
acquired in a prior year and any 
reported expenditures represent final 
close out costs (such as final 

payment to the grantee upon 
completion of a file audit) or the land 
has not been acquired.  For lands not 
yet acquired, reported expenditures 
represent appraisal-related costs.  In 
some cases, a conservation easement 
was purchased rather than acreage. 

These 2007 expenditures represent only a 
part of the total project or grant amount, 
since costs are incurred over several fiscal 
years.  These figures do not include local 
match expenditures for grants to local units 
of government. 



 

 

 13 IC1906 (Rev. 04/23/2008) 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                

* Includes DNR appraisal review costs that are not charged against the grant
 
# Payment for Blackstone litigation 
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 *  Includes employee charges associated with acquisition closing
 
**  No acres for trail-related projects as acquisition is in linear feet or miles; 
or in some projects a conservation easement was purchased 
 
+Conservation easement purchased 
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MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES 
TRUST FUND FINANCIAL 
SUMMARY 

During FY2007 (10/1/06 through 9/30/07), 
$43,110,599 in revenue was generated from 
mineral royalties, largely oil and gas, 
collected under Part 19 of Act 451.  The Act 
provides for up to one-third of those dollars 
- $14,370,199 - to be appropriated and $10 
million to be transferred to the State Park 
Endowment Fund.  The remaining revenues 
are deposited into an interest-bearing 
principal account.  A deposit of $18,740,399 
will be made to the principal balance, 
bringing the principal balance at the close of 
FY2007 to $319,009,223.  Interest earned on 
the uninvested principal balance in FY2007 
totaled $2,815,845. 

The interest earnings and investment 
income, plus one-third of the mineral 
revenues, are available for MNRTF projects 
and program administration.  Administrative 
expenses for FY2007 totaled $2,920,603.76.  
These costs include management of the 

minerals program within the Forest, Mineral 
and Fire Management Division, support for 
grants and acquisition staff in Grants 
Management and Office of Land and 
Facilities and Department of Information 
Technology.  The payments to local 
governments for in-lieu of taxes on state-
owned lands purchased under the MNRTF 
program since 1987 are also included among 
the administrative costs. 

Project and grant award recommendations 
made in calendar year 2007 were based on 
projected funds available for grants and 
DNR projects during FY2007 as described 
below:    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

*PROJECT FUNDS 

AVAILABLE 
EXPLANATION 

$35,560,953 One-third of the mineral (largely oil and gas) revenue and 
interest as described above.  These funds were split between 
acquisition (75 percent, less administrative costs) and 
development (25 percent).   

$32,640,349 Total Project Funds Available - Acquisition: $23,750,111;  
Development: $1,901,950 

($1,819,008) Year End Adjustment carried into Fiscal Year 2007 

*The above revenue and expenditure figures are current as of December 31, 2007. 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (DNR) MISSION STATEMENT 

"The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the conservation, protection, management, use 
and enjoyment of the State's natural resources for current and future generations." 

 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION (NRC) STATEMENT 

The Natural Resources Commission, as the governing body for the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
provides a strategic framework for the DNR to effectively manage your resources. The NRC holds monthly, public 

meetings throughout Michigan, working closely with its constituencies in establishing and improving natural 
resources management policy. 

 

DNR NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) provides equal opportunities for employment and access to 
Michigan's natural resources. Both State and Federal laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, disability, age, sex, height, weight or marital status under the U.S. Civil Rights Acts of 1964 as 
amended, 1976 MI PA 453, 1976 MI PA 220, Title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended, and the 1990 
Americans with Disabilities Act, as amended. 
If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or if you desire 
additional information, please write:  Human Resources, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, PO Box 
30028, Lansing MI 48909-7528, or Michigan Department of Civil Rights, Cadillac Place, 3054 West Grand Blvd, 
Suite 3-600, Detroit, MI 48202, or Division of Federal Assistance, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 North 
Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop MBSP-4020, Arlington, VA 22203 

For information or assistance on this publication, contact Grants Management, Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, PO Box 30425, Lansing MI 48909-7925. 

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request. 

 

 Printed by authority of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources   

  Total number of copies printed Total Cost: Cost Per Copy: 200 $1,780.38 $8.90 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      
              Great Lakes, Great Times, Great Outdoors 
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