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Introduction
	This booklet has been revised substantially from previous versions.  We strongly recommend that you read it in its entirety and contact Grants Management before beginning the planning process.
Two grant programs administered by Grants Management, Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DNRE)—the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) and the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)—require communities to prepare five-year community recreation and natural resource conservation plans (community plans) as part of the eligibility requirements for those programs.  

By following these guidelines and completing a community plan, you will reduce the amount of preparation that will be needed to prepare grant applications.  Changes to the applications for both MNRTF and LWCF programs, beginning in 2011, will simplify the application process and indicate where information from approved community plans will be evaluated in lieu of the application.

The symbol ( has been added throughout this booklet to indicate actions that will strengthen your MNRTF or LWCF applications.  

The DNRE may be willing to extend the expiration date of your community plan if your community will prepare or revise a comprehensive plan within a couple of years of the expiration date of the community plan and the community plan will be developed as part of your comprehensive plan.  Please contact Grants Management to discuss this option.


	This document has been written to help local units of government and others in the state of Michigan develop five-year community recreation and natural resource conservation plans (community plans).  We recommend that all communities prepare community plans because they provide a mechanism for communities to solicit public input on recreation and natural resource conservation needs and desires, rank suggestions based on the most pressing needs, estimate the cost of providing recreation and natural resource conservation services for the term of the plan, and build public support for new project and funding initiatives. 

	The intent of these guidelines is to give your community flexibility in planning for recreation opportunities and natural resource conservation in your area.  This revision does add a few new requirements from previous versions, but we believe that all communities, large or small, should be able to complete all tasks relevant to them.  Most importantly, we have tried to identify methods and resources to help you complete these tasks in a timely, cost-containing manner.  We suggest that you reach out to local and regional agencies and organizations that can assist you for free or at low cost.  In addition, a form has been developed that may be used to guide you in the writing of the plan, and is included in Appendix A.

	This booklet also provides information on grant programs that may help fund various aspects of the planning process and identifies a number of organizations at both state and national levels that provide valuable information on their websites.  


Definition of Eligible Applicants for the MNRTF and LWCF Grant Programs
The Natural Resources Trust Fund Act (Part 19 of 1994 PA 451) states that local units of government are eligible to apply for grant assistance from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF).  The statute defines local units of government as, “…a county, city, township, village, school district, the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority, or any authority composed of counties, cities, townships, villages, or school districts, or any combination thereof, which authority is legally constituted to provide public recreation.”  The enabling legislation for providing public recreation in Michigan is listed in Appendix B.  
The federal Land and Water Conservation Fund Program (LWCF), administered nationally by the National Park System, also awards recreation and resource conservation grants to the state and “..through the States to political subdivisions of the state and other appropriate public agencies.”  All applications must be sent to the DNRE, as only the state can apply directly to the National Park Service.

This booklet does not contain complete information on applying to the MNRTF or LWCF Programs.  Application guidelines and forms for those programs may be found at www.michigan.gov/dnre.
Planning Deadline 

Communities may prepare community plans at any time during the year.  However, to be eligible to apply for an MNRTF or LWCF grant, your community plan must be approved by Grants Management by the grant application deadline.  To ensure that you meet this deadline, it is recommended that you submit your locally adopted community plan to Grants Management at least one month prior to the application deadline.
While this booklet focuses on the MNRTF and LWCF programs, the DNRE offers other grants for a variety of natural resource and outdoor recreation projects.  A description of other grant programs offered by the DNRE may be found at: www.michigan.gov/dnre.  These programs do not necessarily require that you prepare a community plan.
Before Starting the Planning Process

Once you decide to prepare or update a community plan, you should notify your representative in Grants Management.  A list of Grants Management staff can be found on our website at www.michigan.gov/dnre.  The representative can offer you tips and advice on how to prepare your community plan and make sure you have the most current guidelines and information.  They will also provide you with a list of the recreation grants that have been received by the units of government in your planning area and ask that you complete an evaluation of each grant-assisted site.  More information on this requirement is provided under Stage 2 below.

An alternative to the method described in this booklet is the systems approach to planning described in Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, by James Mertes and James Hall, published in 1995 by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA).   As long as the recreation and natural resource conservation plan you develop includes the required contents, as given in this booklet, it is acceptable to use the approach described in the NRPA or other guidelines.
The Planning Process 

Preparing a community recreation and resource conservation plan should be a thoughtful process involving the evaluation of your existing recreation and natural resource conservation system, ideas and opinions of people and organizations concerned with recreation and natural resource conservation, and the study and integration of information and existing plans that pertain to your planning area. 
Each community beginning or updating their community plan has its own combination of demographics, recreation and conservation needs, financial resources, and other characteristics.  Obviously, it is not possible to write a one-size-fits-all guidance booklet.  Our intent in preparing this booklet is to provide you with the minimum requirements for a community plan.  Even so, some of the tasks described in this booklet may not be applicable to some communities.  If you have any questions about any aspect of this booklet, be sure to contact your regional representative.

The steps involved in preparing a community recreation and natural resource conservation plan are laid out in four stages with a number of tasks within each stage.  You may add other elements to develop a plan that is most meaningful for your community.  
The required format for writing the community plan or amendment is provided in Appendix A.  You may either use the form itself to write the plan or amendment or use the form as a checklist, to verify that each item is included in the plan or amendment and to provide the appropriate page numbers.
The four stages and tasks are as follows:

Stage 1:  Getting Started

Task 1.   Determining the Planning Area;

Task 2.   Determining the Potential Grant Applicant(s);
Task 3.   Understanding and Describing the Administrative Structure of Each Local Unit of Government  within the Planning Area;

Task 4.   Forming a Steering Committee;

Task 5.   Determining How to Fund the Planning Process and Who Writes the Plan.

Stage 2:  Gathering and Developing Planning Information
Task 6.   Obtaining Public Input;


Task 7.   Taking Inventory of Existing Parks and Natural Areas;

Task 8.   Evaluating the Accessibility of Existing Parks;

Task 9.   Gathering Demographic and Environmental Data;

Task 10. Evaluating Existing Regional Plans and Natural Area Inventories;

Task 11. Optional—Incorporating Broad Park Design Goals;

Task 12. Optional—Incorporating Quality of Life Initiatives.

Stage 3: Developing the Goals, Objectives, and Action Items

Stage 4: Final Public Review and Adopting the Plan

While this list does not include writing the plan, obviously all of the tasks and stages will become part of the final plan.

Stage 1:  Getting Started

There are five tasks that will usually be completed during the beginning stage of the planning process.  We do not require or even necessarily recommend that you complete the tasks in the order listed.  If different workgroups or subcommittees are carrying out the various tasks at the same time, it is important that you establish and maintain communication among these workgroups throughout the planning process.  

Task 1.  Determining the Planning Area
Traditionally, most of the community plans received by the DNRE were developed by single units of government (village, city, township, school district, or county) to primarily serve the recreation needs of their own residents.  While recreation and natural resource conservation opportunities in surrounding areas were often identified, very few communities seemed to integrate this information into their own plans.  

By coordinating your planning efforts with other units of government, you may find that you are able to provide public recreation and conserve natural areas more effectively and efficiently.  This does not mean that you must enter into a legally-binding agreement or form a regional recreation authority with other units of government.  You may choose to combine planning efforts on a less formal basis.  However, the decision you make regarding joint planning will determine which entity or entities will become grant–eligible with the approval of your community plan.

For those communities that have developed or are in the process of developing a comprehensive (or master) plan, the creation of the community plan should coincide with and be an integral part of that plan.  With the passage of 2003 PA 226, Joint Municipal Planning Act, your comprehensive plan may include more than one municipality.  You will probably want to use the same planning area for your community plan.  

NOTE:  The DNRE may be willing to extend the expiration date of your community plan if your community will prepare or revise a comprehensive plan within two years of the expiration date of the community plan and the community plan will be developed as part of your comprehensive plan.  
Regardless of how you define your planning area, you will be required during the planning process to consider issues that typically extend beyond the borders of one or a few local governmental units.   More information on required cooperative efforts with local and regional agencies and organizations is provided in later sections of this booklet.
Task 2.  Determining the Potential Grant Applicant(s) 
How you determine your planning area and the types of agreements you form with other units of government will determine what entity or entities become eligible to apply for recreation grants once the community plan is approved by the DNRE.  It is our intention to allow as much flexibility as is allowed by law for you to determine how best to plan for the provision of recreation opportunities and natural resource conservation in your planning area.  The most common applicants are:

Local Units of Government.  Local units of government are defined separately by law for the MNRTF and LWCF grant programs.  This information is provided in the Introduction to this booklet.

(Joint Commissions and Regional Recreation Authorities.  Virtually all of Michigan’s enabling legislation allows multiple units of government to join together to provide public recreation and parks (Appendix B).  The joint entity―whether it is called a commission, board, council, committee, or authority―serves all of the participating units of government, presumably with the goal of a better coordinated, more efficient, and more environmentally-friendly park and recreation system.
How this joint entity (herein called a joint commission or recreation authority) is formed and the powers authorized to it are dependent on the statute under which it is created.  This also determines the entity or entities that become eligible to apply for recreation grants with the development of a community plan.

If all the participating units of government agree to have some or all of their existing and future parks owned or controlled by a joint commission or recreation authority, they will most likely enter into an inter-local agreement under the Urban Cooperation Act (1967 PA 7) or form a regional recreation authority under the Recreational Authorities Act (2000 PA 321).
  To be an eligible grant applicant, the terms of the agreement or articles of incorporation for the joint commission or recreation authority must be consistent with long-term obligations associated with receiving a recreation grant.  In particular, the agreement must state what unit(s) of government will take on long-term grant obligations if the commission or authority disbands.  Grants Management will not accept community plans if the terms of the agreement or articles of incorporation state that parkland will be sold upon dissolution of the commission or authority. 

If multiple units of government form a commission or authority that will not own or control property independently of the participating units of government, they can still benefit from joint planning for recreation and natural resource conservation needs and services.  In this situation, the community plan will likely be developed by the joint commission.  However, the individual units of government must each adopt the plan and they, not the commission, become the eligible applicants.
If you have any questions on joint recreation planning and who becomes the eligible applicant for the purpose of applying for recreation grants, your regional representative in Grants Management is available to assist you with your questions. 

(Trailway Commissions.  As the name implies, trailway commissions are limited to owning and managing a regional trail system.  Legally-established trailway commissions may submit community plans and establish eligibility to apply for grants.  We will not accept community plans if the terms of the agreement state that trail property will be sold upon dissolution of the trailway commission. 
Task 3.  Understanding and Describing the Administrative Structure of Each Local Unit of Government within the Planning Area

Planning for and providing park and recreation services and open space for a community requires staff (or volunteers) and funds to purchase recreation land and open spaces and to develop, operate, and maintain them.   In this section, describe how the park and recreation functions are carried out in your planning area, and include descriptions of the following as applicable:  

· The park and recreation commission, committee, board of directors, or advisory board.  Include the enabling act under which it was established (see appendix B).  For multi-jurisdictional plans, the working relationship among the participating local unit of government and school districts.

· Your parks and recreation department or staff.  For recreation authorities or join commissions, the relationship between the authority or commission and the recreation departments of the participating communities. 
· The current year and projected annual budgets for parks operation and maintenance, recreation programming, and capital improvements.

· The sources of funding for the park and recreation budget. 

· The volunteers involved in park and recreation programs and what they do.  
· Partnerships you have formed with private organizations to maintain or operate any of your park or recreation programs.

· Relationships with other public agencies involved in recreation.

Task 4.  Forming a Steering Committee
One of the most important aspects of planning is the coordination of your plan with other related plans, either existing or in the process of development.  Coordinated planning should reduce the amount of work you need to complete, as well as result in a better community plan. To help achieve the gathering, understanding, and coordination of existing information and plans, you will want to work with members and staff of the agencies and organizations that prepare them.  Forming a steering committee by drawing from these agencies and organizations, as well as by including knowledgeable and interested individuals from your planning area, will greatly facilitate the planning process.   You should include regional as well as local organizations.  It may be time and financially efficient to review regional plans with other communities in your region, whether or not you are preparing a joint community plan.  
Who you include in your steering committee should be based on the makeup and physical characteristics of your community and the likely scope and goals of your community plan.  You will not be required to submit the meeting minutes, or other records, from these meetings to the DNRE.  Organizations you may want to contact are listed below, and specific contact information is provided in Appendix C, but this list is not all inclusive.  Although they may not agree to serve as members of a steering committee, some of these organizations and individuals may be willing to provide information and a certain amount of guidance as you develop your plan.

	· Community park and recreation departments;
	· Resource Conservation and Development Council;

	· Community park and recreation commissions, boards, or committees;
	· Public schools and colleges;

	· Local government officials;
	· Neighborhood associations;

	· County park department or commission;
	· Interested citizens, including those with disabilities;

	· Regional planning commission—including Municipal Planning Organizations and Councils of Government, as applicable;
	· Local sports associations (soccer, softball, mountain biking, etc.);

	· County planning agency;
	· Regional National Park Service office;

	· Local planning agency;
	· Regional U.S. Forest Service office;

	· Local or regional organizations representing people with disabilities;
	· Local convention and visitors’ bureau;

	· Local or regional land conservancies;
	· Regional DNRE office;

	· Greenway and green infrastructure organizations;
	· Local community foundation;

	· Local health department;
	· Local Native American tribes;

	· Local law enforcement agency;
	· Michigan Township Association;

	· Watershed councils;
	· Michigan Municipal League;

	· Michigan State University Extension;
	· Michigan Association of Counties.


Task 5.  Determining How to Fund the Planning Process & Who Writes the Plan
If your community does not have the financial means or staff time to prepare a community plan, the first task of the steering committee may be to help you identify who will take the lead on the various aspects of developing the plan and, if necessary, locating funding sources.  Some potential funding sources are included in Appendix D and we encourage you to seek out other available sources.

The best choice of who will guide the planning process and prepare the final plan will vary among communities and may be influenced by the area encompassed by your community plan, the makeup of your steering committee, and whether or not you choose to hire a consultant.  The steering committee must be actively involved throughout the planning process, but there is no requirement as to who should lead the process or write the plan.  In the past, we have received plans developed and written by the following entities:
· Park and recreation departments; 

· Local, county, and regional planning agencies;

· Elected governing body (city council, township board, county commission, etc.);

· Advisory recreation board or committee;
· Volunteers or friends groups;

· Non-profit organizations; 

· Private consultants; and

· College or university classes.

Stage 2:  Gathering and Developing Planning Information

The tasks included in Stage 2 are meant to help you determine the goals and objectives of your community plan, as well as identify the actions to be taken to carry out the goals and objectives.  

Task 6.  Obtaining Public Input
( The final contents of your community plan should always be based on your community’s wants and needs.  That makes obtaining public input a vital ingredient for a successful community plan. It is also a necessary step in preventing later problems. Later problems arise all too often when a community begins to carry out an aspect of their plan, only to face severe opposition from people who claim—and in many cases, rightly so—that they were not adequately informed of the plans for their neighborhood, favorite park, natural area, or any other area important to them.

While we discuss public input at this point of the booklet, we strongly encourage you to engage the public early on and throughout the planning process. It is always be important to make special efforts to reach certain populations—such as senior citizens, people with disabilities, people with low incomes, and children and their families—who have special needs or may not typically participate in civic activities.

Some of the methods that can be used to obtain public opinion and encourage public engagement are listed below.  If you have had difficulty gaining public interest in the past, use creative means to reach out to your citizens.  It may help to bring the information to them, or make it more enticing for the public to come to you, such as:
· Give presentations at regular community meetings, workshops, and other community events;
· Bring displays and information to park events;
· Send out personal invitations;
· Hold community picnics or other events where food is served;
· Conduct a survey and hold a drawing for a prize among those who respond.  A sample survey, based on a survey included in National Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, published by the National Recreation and Park Association, is included in Appendix E.  Use a method (telephone, utility bills, website popup, etc.) you believe will be most effective in reaching your residents. 
In addition, we suggest that you include active and knowledgeable community members in some of the tasks that make up Stage 2, such as determining how to best meet accessibility requirements or performing community audits.

It is also important that you provide information to the public on a frequent basis throughout the planning process through newspaper and newsletter articles, website postings, radio spots, and other effective means for your community.

Task 7.  Taking Inventory of Existing Parks and Natural Areas
A park and natural area inventory describes all parks, natural areas, other public spaces, and recreation facilities within or near your planning area that are used by the residents of your planning area, with an emphasis on land and facilities you own or operate.  For those lands and facilities that are owned privately, owned by a non-profit organization, or owned by another governmental unit, you need only provide the name, location, and general information on the types of recreation and/or natural resource conservation provided.  Businesses that provide recreation facilities as a means to draw customers for their primary service, such as play areas in fast food restaurants, do not need to be included unless they are a major provider of recreation in your area.  

The inventory can be as detailed as is useful to you, but must contain the following minimum information for your park system.  You may choose to use the form in Appendix F to gather and report the information:
· Park name;

· Size in acres or length of linear parks; 

· A description of the general purpose or use of each park;
· The park’s primary service area;
· The type and number of recreation and support facilities.  You may also want to include an assessment of the size, quality, and amount of wear and tear on each facility;

· An accessibility evaluation at each park site you own or operate (see below);

· A site development plan for each of the parks for which one has been developed;

· Map(s) that show the location of all recreation and natural resource conservation areas you own or operate, as well as facilities owned by others that are available to your community;

· Optional—photographs.

Previous Grant-Assisted Parks
We require that you complete inspection forms for all sites that have received grant assistance from the following grant programs:

· Land and Water Conservation Fund,

· Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, 

· Clean Michigan Initiative Recreation Bond Fund, and 

· 1988 Recreation Bond Fund. 

Please contact us for the forms, which will include the details of the grant assistance received at each site.  To the extent they are available, we will also provide you with maps indicating the boundary of the area encumbered under each grant.  The forms and current site plans for each grant-assisted park should be completed and returned with your community plan.  Submitted community plans will not be approved by the DNRE until these forms are completed and returned to us.

Maintenance and other issues identified during the inventory, including those at grant-assisted sites, should be addressed within the community plan if they can not be readily corrected.  

Task 8.  Evaluating the Accessibility of Existing Parks
It is a common misperception that people with disabilities do not want to visit parks.  In fact, people with disabilities are frequently put off from visiting parks because they are unable get around the park and use the park’s recreation facilities; in other words, because they are inaccessible. Unless you have a very new park system, it is unlikely that all the parks you own or manage fully comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and other state and federal regulations that address accessibility to persons with disabilities.  
Contrary to another common misperception, there is no grandfather clause for facilities built before the ADA was enacted in 1990.  However, it is not necessarily required that each pre-existing inaccessible structure be altered to comply with current guidelines.  As a civil rights law, the intent of the ADA is to ensure that people with disabilities have access to the same experiences and services as those without disabilities. 
The ADA required that most local units of government prepare a transition plan to identify areas of inaccessibility and the steps they would take to bring their community into compliance with the act.  However, at the time these modifications were to be made, very few accessibility guidelines existed for recreational areas and facilities.  Evaluating the accessibility of your parks during your community planning process by using the guidelines that have since been developed may assist you in meeting your obligations under ADA.

As part of your community plan, we require that you conduct accessibility evaluations at all of your existing parks.  These evaluations should be conducted by someone trained to understand the technical requirements of state and federal accessibility law and regulation as well as the civil rights implications of the ADA.  You may be well served in performing this task if you have established contact with local or regional disability advocacy organizations early on in the planning process (Appendix C)!  You can also obtain information on accessibility from the organizations listed in Appendix G.

Accessibility evaluations should assess the overall accessibility of your existing parks and point out necessary improvements.  The suggested improvements may then be included in the capital improvement schedule.

	Please note that by approving your community plan, the DNRE does not assume any liability under the ADA or any other accessibility laws or regulations regarding the compliance of your parks and any other lands you own or control.


Task 9.  Gathering Demographic and Environmental Data
It is difficult to plan for an optimal park and recreation system without data on the characteristics of your population and the physical settings in which they live.  You may have many of these data already, but remember to update any census data you have with the results of the 2010 census.

Demographic characteristics include the size of your population; its geographic, age, gender, racial, and ethnic distribution; numbers of persons with disabilities; socio-economic levels; levels of obesity; employment and unemployment levels; and other characteristics that help you understand the population of your planning area.  You may be able to obtain demographic information from regional, county, or local planning agencies and health departments.  The US Census Bureau maintains a website where the results of the decennial census and other surveys may be obtained at: www.factfinder.census.gov.  

Environmental and physical characteristics include topography, water resources, soils, vegetation, fish and wildlife resources, presence and location of rare species, etc., as well as the human-created characteristics such as land use patterns, transportation systems, and zoning.
Planning agencies, land conservancies, Michigan Natural Features Inventory, Resource Conservation and Development Councils, among other agencies and organizations you contacted when setting up your steering committee, should be able to assist you in obtaining this information.  Most of these agencies have data in a geographic information system (GIS) format, which greatly facilitates their use and analysis.

Task 10.  Evaluating Regional Plans and Natural Resource Inventories
The purpose of this task is to evaluate various local and regional plans to help guide the development of your community plan.  Again, the agencies and organizations represented on your steering committee are your best sources for these plans.  You are likely to find that these agencies and organizations have developed plans such as:

· Land use plans;

· Watershed management plans; 
· Motorized and non-motorized transportation plans; 

· Other trail plans;

· Green infrastructure plans;
 
· Land and species protection and conservation inventories and plans; and

· Economic development strategies.

You are not required to develop any of the above plans, but you are required to consider all existing, pertinent plans while working through the community planning process.  
By comparing the plans developed for your planning area and the larger region and using the demographic and environmental data you have acquired, you will hopefully have a better understanding of, for example:
· The best areas to acquire land in order to protect headwater and riparian areas and the water quality of your streams, rivers, and lakes, and possibly provide premium fishing spots;

· Where the largest tracts of land exist that are still relatively undisturbed and may support hunting;

· Where natural corridors link parks, natural areas, and other open spaces;

· Which properties sustain populations of game animals, rare plants and animals, or other resources such as berries or mushrooms;

· Where to place new parks to maximize the number of people that can get to them without using an automobile;

· How a multi-use, non-motorized pathway system can serve park patrons, as well as those traveling by non-motorized means to schools, libraries, shops, and other areas where people congregate;

· Which neighborhoods are underserved by your current recreation and park system;

· The best sites—whether they are existing parks that currently have other uses or land that would need to be acquired—for specialized parks, such as soccer parks or dog parks, so they are as convenient to potential users, and less of a nuisance to non-users.
Task 11.  Optional—Incorporating Broad Park Design Goals  
The details of individual park plans are not usually fully developed during the planning stage.  However, when you are evaluating your entire park system for potential changes, having a good understanding of important factors to consider can be very useful. Information and references for considerations such as designing for universal accessibility, to ensure sustainability and minimum environmental impact, and placing parks sites and individual facilities within parks for maximum safety and crime prevention may be found in Appendix H. 

(Universal Design.  Incorporating universal design during the planning stage for new parks is the best method for keeping costs in line, especially if it means that these facilities do not have to be redeveloped as regulations change.  We also encourage you to compare the costs of universal design versus minimum compliance when renovating existing facilities.  Information on developing specific park facilities to incorporate principles of universal design can be found in the application guidelines booklet for the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (IC1905).
(Low Environmental Impact Design.  Park development should be carried out so that the least amount of impact occurs to the site’s natural systems.  Disruptions to plant and animal habitat and to the hydrological patterns of the site should be limited to the extent possible.  Without these preventative measures, you risk losing some of the very characteristics that influenced your choice of that site for a park.
(Safety and Crime Prevention.  People are more likely to use parks they believe to be safe.  Nearby residents are more accepting of parks and other public spaces when they do not fear that park use will lead to increased trespassing on their property or other illegal activities.  A multi-disciplinary approach—Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED)—has been developed to deter criminal behavior and allay the fears of park users and nearby residents.  In a park environment, factors such as clearly marked entrances and boundaries, lighting, frequent monitoring, and the ability for passersby to see into the park all help deter crime and give park users a greater sense of safety.

Task 12.  Optional—Incorporating Quality of Life Initiatives
Numerous agencies and organizations have developed assessment tools and best practice guidelines for citizens and local officials to identify ways to improve the quality of life within their communities, such as walkability and active lifestyle audits.  We strongly recommend that you investigate these tools to determine if they can help improve the quality of life in your community.  While each initiative has its own focus, they also overlap in the concerns they address.  The Michigan Planning and Zoning Center has published a comprehensive table listing the websites for a number of quality of life initiatives.  This list may be found at:  www.pzcenter.com/QualityOfLifeTable.pdf.  Additional websites are given in Appendix I of this booklet.

Stage 3:  Determining the Goals, Objectives, and Action Items 
Once you have completed Stage 2, you should have gathered a significant amount of information and data about your community.  The next step is to analyze and combine all this information and develop from it a strategy for the provision of parks, recreation, and natural resource conservation over the next 5+ years.  Two things will make this process more manageable: 1) having a steering committee made up of knowledgeable individuals, and 2) having the information in a GIS format. 
Goals
While you may have begun your planning process with a few goals in mind, the information you have gathered should help you strengthen, revise, and possibly form new goals.  These goals should represent the highest priorities for recreation and natural resource conservation in your community and provide the broadest picture of the type of parks and recreation system you want to develop or improve.  Some examples of the types of goals your plan may include are:

· Redeveloping aging park facilities,

· Acquiring new parkland, 

· Acquiring land to support hunting and to allow access to waterbodies for fishing opportunities;

· Creating a green infrastructure plan, 

· Redeveloping all parks using the principals of universal design,

· Protecting biodiversity and water resources,

· Providing active sports opportunities to increase social interaction and lower of the rate of obesity in children and adults in your community,

· Making your community more walkable and bikeable, and your parks easier to get to without the use of an automobile,

· Offering environmental education to children and adults, or
· Ensuring equitable recreation opportunities for people with disabilities and those who cannot afford to pay existing fees. 

Objectives

Based on the goals you develop, you then create a set of objectives for each goal.  Objectives are more specific than goals and often contain a means to measure success.  

For example, for the goal: Making your community more walkable and bikeable, and your parks easier to get to without the use of an automobile, you may develop the following objectives:
Objective #1:  Create a connected sidewalk system so that all neighborhoods within the planning area are linked to nearby parks, schools, libraries, shopping areas, and other frequently visited sites within a fifteen minute walking distance.

Objective #2:  Study the current routes of the public transportation system within your planning area to determine which routes could be altered to make it easier to get to parks.

Objective #3:  Redevelop park entrances as necessary at all parks within the planning area to ensure safe and accessible entry for people with disabilities.

Objective #4:  Develop an off-road, multi-use pathway system to allow children to more safely walk or bike to schools, parks, and other destinations.

Action Items
Action items are the specific tasks you intend to undertake to meet, or work towards meeting, your goals and objectives over the next five years.  They are typically listed in a capital improvement schedule within your plan.  In addition to land acquisition and park development projects, you may include organizational, staffing, programming, public information, operation, maintenance actions, or other actions that will assist you in meeting your goals.
Ideally, the acquisition and development projects you identify as action items include the projects for which you intend to seek grant funding over the next five years.  However, sometimes the best means to accomplish a stated goal does not become apparent within the time period the community plan was developed—for example, privately-held land with high conservation value may unexpectedly become available for purchase.  At other times a better means to accomplish a goal becomes apparent after the plan has been developed. 

Projects included in the capital improvement schedule will be viewed as those identified at the time the plan was being prepared as the best means for fulfilling the goals of the plan.  Grant applications for projects not included in the plan must show that adequate attempts were made to notify the public of the proposed project, demonstrate to the public (and to Grants Management) how the proposed project addresses a goal and objective identified during the preparation of the plan, and document that residents had an opportunity to comment on the proposed project before the application was approved by the governing body(ies). 

(Grant applications will be evaluated on how well the proposed project fulfills the identified recreation and conservation shortcomings in the community, as stated in the goals of the plan.  Therefore, proposed projects not included in the capital improvement schedule will not be scored down or considered ineligible if the requirements of the previous paragraph are met.

Stage 4:  Final Public Review and Adopting the Plan
Once the draft of the plan is completed, the following steps should be taken to adopt your community plan and gain approval from Grants Management:
1. Provide the residents of the planning area with a well-publicized opportunity of two weeks or longer to review and comment on the draft plan.  Many people find the internet a convenient method for accessing the plan.  Another convenient place to allow the public to view the draft plan is at the public library.  The methods you used to publicize the plan should be described in your final plan.

2. Advertise and hold a public meeting to receive comments regarding the plan from the public.  We strongly encourage you to use any and all notification methods that are most effective in your community. You may hold one or multiple public meetings so that you reach the residents within the entire planning area. The public notice may be included with the notice of the availability of the plan for review or be advertised during or after the two-week review period.  

The public meeting may be held as part of the meeting of the governing body(ies) (city council, recreation authority, etc.) at which the plan is presented for adoption.  The public meeting may instead be held as part of meetings of parks and recreation commission(s) or local planning commission(s), if that meeting(s) is held prior to the meeting of the governing body(ies).  In the latter case, the public must also be made aware of the date and time that their governing body will meet to consider adoption of the plan. Plans will not be accepted if the public meeting occurs after the plan has been adopted by the local governing body(ies) or if the draft plan was not available for public review for at least two weeks.  

3. Adopt the plan by a resolution of the governing body that has the final authority on recreational expenditures; i.e., a city council, recreational authority’s board of directors, school board, etc. (see Appendix J for an example resolution).   If your intention is that the plan will make more than one local unit of government eligible to apply for recreation grants, the governing body for each of those local units of government will need to adopt the plan.

4. Send a copy of the plan to your county and regional planning commissions.  Only one copy of a multi-jurisdictional plan needs to be sent to each agency.

5. Obtain DNRE approval for your community plan.  Submit the Community Recreation and Natural Resources Conservation Plan Development Form and Checklist (Appendix A), the community plan if developed separately from the form, and all required documentation to Grants Management at the address provided on the form.  If the community plan and submittal package are complete, Grants Management will approve the plan for five years.  As part of this approval, we will notify you of the dates you will be eligible to submit grant applications.  The approval period will include five April 1st deadlines following the date of plan approval.

Plan Amendments
As anyone who has ever made any type of plan knows, conditions, opportunities, and situations can and do change unexpectedly.  If your community finds itself in this situation, you are able to amend your plan at any time during the period of eligibility.  Amendments are only necessary for major changes to the plan, such as a change to a goal or objective.  Amendments cannot be used to extend the five-year life of the plan. 
As part of the amendment process, you must notify your residents and hold at least one public meeting to receive comments before or while the amendment is drafted.  Once the amendment has been drafted, citizens must be provided with a well-publicized opportunity of at least two weeks to review and comment on it before it is officially adopted.  Again, websites and public libraries provide convenient means for the public to access the plan.  

Amendment Adoption and DNRE Approval.  Plan amendments must be adopted by the same governing body(ies) that adopted the original plan (See Appendix J for a sample resolution for adopting plan amendments).  Any amendments to a multi-governmental plan must be adopted by all participating units of government.
As with the original community plan, you must hold an advertised public meeting before, or as part of the meeting of the governing body (city council, township board, etc.) at which the amendment is presented for adoption.  The public meeting may be held as part of a meeting of the parks and recreation commission, if that meeting is held prior to the meeting of the governing body.  We strongly encourage you to use any and all notification methods that are effective in your community. The public notice may occur during the two-week review period or be included with the notice of the availability of the plan amendment for review. Plan amendments will not be accepted if the public meeting occurs after the plan has been adopted by the governing body or if the draft plan was not available for public review for at least two weeks.  

Amendment Deadline.  Communities may prepare community plan amendments at any time during the year.  However, for amendments to be considered during a grant application period, they must be approved by Grants Management by the application deadline.  To ensure that you meet this deadline, it is recommended that you submit your locally adopted community plan amendment to Grants Management at least one month prior to the application deadline of interest.  Submit the Community Recreation and Natural Resources Conservation Plan Amendment Development Form and Checklist (Appendix A), the community plan amendment, if developed separately from the form, and all required documentation.

Appendix A.  Development Forms and Checklists for Community Recreation & Natural Resource Conservation Plans and Amendments
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	Michigan Department of Natural Resources & Environment – Grants Management
Recreation and Natural Resource Conservation Plan
	

	
	for
	     
	
	

	Required by authority of Parts 19, 703, and 716, 1994 PA 451, as amended.
Submission of this information is required for eligibility to apply for grants.

	This form may be used as a checklist for the information included in your recreation and natural resource conservation plan (community plan).  Provide the page numbers where the information requested on the form can be found in your community plan or check the box to indicate that the requested documents have been provided in the plan submittal.
Alternatively, you may use this form to create your community plan.  The form may be expanded to include your responses to each item.
The numbers on this form are consistent with the tasks described in Guidelines for the Development of Community Recreation and Natural Resource Conservation Plans (IC1924).

( Where you see this symbol, always provide the requested information.

	(
	1a. COMMUNITIES INCLUDED IN PLAN: List the units of government (including school districts) that are located wholly or partially within the planning area.  

	Page #
   
	     

	
	1b. DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING AREA: Give a general description of the planning area, including information such as location, important natural resources (for both recreation and economic purposes), major employers, and any other characteristics that contribute to the character the community.

	Page #
   
	     

	(
	2. UNIT(S) OF GOVERNMENT, JOINT RECREATION COMMISSION, OR RECREATION AUTHORITY SEEKING GRANT ELIGIBILITY:

	Page #
   
	     

	
	3. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE: Discuss all of the following topics that pertain to your planning area:  roles of commission(s) or advisory board(s); department, authority and/or staff description with organizational chart; role of volunteers; relationship(s) with school districts, other public agencies, and private organizations.  

	Page #
   
	     

	
	For Joint Commissions or Recreation Authorities Only:  Description of the relationship between the authority or joint commission and the recreation departments of participating communities.  For newly-formed authorities/commissions, attach a copy of the articles of incorporation or inter-local agreement.

	Page #
   
	     

	(
	4. MEMBERS OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE:

	
	Agency or Organization
	Name
	Title

	Page #
   
	     
	     
	     

	
	5. PLAN FUNDING AND PREPARATION: Describe any financial or technical assistance grants you received to prepare your community plan.  Identify who wrote the plan.

	Page #
   
	     

	
	6. DESCRIPTION OF THE PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS: Describe the method(s) use to solicit public input during the planning process.  Include information on how you advertised the need for public input, the level of response, and as appropriate, include a copy of the survey and a summary of the responses received, minutes from the public meeting, etc.

	Page #
   
	     

	
	7a. PARK AND NATURAL AREA INVENTORY: List each park and natural area within the planning area that is owned or controlled by the local units of government that are participants in the plan.  Describe the recreation opportunities.  You may use the form given in Appendix F. 

	Page #
   
	     


	Page #
   
	7b. MAP OF PARKS AND NATURAL AREAS WITHIN PLANNING AREA: Provide a map identifying all parks and natural areas within your planning area, regardless of ownership or control.

	Page #
   
	7c. MAP OF REGIONAL PARKS AND NATURAL AREAS: Provide a map identifying all parks and natural areas surrounding your planning area that are regularly used by the residents of your planning area.

	
	8. EVALUATION OF ACCESSIBILITY: Describe the results of the accessibility evaluation conducted at each of your existing parks. You may use the form given in Appendix F.

	Page #
   
	     

	
	9. DEMOGRAPHIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL DATA: Describe the environmental and demographic data that were used in the development of the recreation and natural resource conservation plan.

	Page #
   
	     

	(
	10. EVALUATION OF REGIONAL PLANS: List all regional plans reviewed during the recreation and natural resource conservation planning process.  All plans listed here must be consulted, unless they have not been developed for your area.

	Name of Regional Plan
	Agency Responsible for Plan
	Area Covered by Plan
	Years of Plan

	Land Use Plan
	     
	     
	     

	Watershed Management Plans
	     
	     
	     

	Motorized and Non-Motorized Transportation Plan
	     
	     
	     

	Other Trail Plans:

     
	     
	     
	     

	Green Infrastructure  Plan
	     
	     
	     

	Land and Species Conservation Plans
	     
	     
	     

	Economic Development Strategies
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	(
	11.PARK DESIGN GOALS:  List and give a brief description of each park design goal that was included in your plan.

	Page #
   
	Goal
	Description/Comments

	
	     
	     

	(
	12. QUALITY OF LIFE INITIATIVES:  List and give a brief description of each quality of life initiative that was included in your plan.

	Page #
   
	Initiative
	Description/Comments

	
	     
	     

	
	OTHER PLANNING PROCEDURES USED:  List and give a brief description of any other planning methods used for the development of your plan.

	Page #
   
	     

	
	GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:  List and describe the goals and objectives that were determined for your community plan.

	Page #
   
	     

	
	ACTION ITEMS:  List the projects and other actions your community proposes to undertake over the next five years to carry out the identified goals and objectives. 

	Page #
   
	     

	Public Review and Adoption of the Community Recreation
and Natural Resource Conservation Plan
Each entity that wishes to establish grant eligibility should complete a separate copy of this page.

	Local Unit of Government, Recreation Authority, or Joint Commission completing the following page:

	Name:
	     
	

	
	
	

	
	PUBLIC REVIEW OF DRAFT COMMUNITY PLAN: Please check the appropriate boxes and provide the following information on the public review process.

	Page #
   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Copy of public notice included in submittal.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Comments received:      

	
	PUBLIC MEETING ON DRAFT COMMUNITY PLAN: Please check the appropriate boxes and provide the following information on the public meeting held after the two week public review period and before the adoption of the plan by the governing body.

	Page #
   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Copy of public notice included in submittal.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Copy of meeting minutes is included in the submittal.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other comments received:      

	
	COMMUNITY PLAN ADOPTION:

	Page #
   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Copy of resolution is included in the submittal.

	(
	SUBMITTAL OF COMMUNITY PLAN TO COUNTY AND REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCIES:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Plan was submitted to:
	     
	County Planning Commission on:
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Plan was submitted to:
	     
	Regional Planning Commission on:
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	(
	DOCUMENTATION OF APPROVAL:

	
	I hereby certify that the
	
	includes the required content, as


	
	
	Title of community plan
	

	
	indicated above and as set forth by the Michigan DNRE.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Local Unit of Government, Authority, or Commission
	
	Authorized Official for Local Unit of Government, Authority, or Commission
	
	Date
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Send this form, the completed plan (if separate), and all required documents to:

GRANTS MANAGEMENT

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AND ENVIRONMENT
PO BOX 30425

LANSING, MI 48909-7925
	DNRE USE ONLY - APPROVAL

	
	The recreation and natural resource conservation plan is approved by the DNRE. The community(ies) covered by the plan, as listed in item 2, is/are eligible to apply for recreation grants through:
     

	
	
	Date
	

	
	by:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Grants Management
	
	Date
	

	PR1924-1 (Rev. 10/19/2010)
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	Michigan Department of Natural Resources & Environment – Grants Management
Recreation and Natural Resource Conservation Plan Amendment
	

	
	for
	     
	
	

	Required by authority of Parts 19, 703, and 716, 1994 PA 451, as amended.
Submission of this information is required for eligibility to apply for grants.

	This form may be used as a checklist for your amendment for your recreation and natural resource conservation plan (community plan).  Where indicated, provide the page numbers where the original community plan has been amended or check the box to indicate that the requested documents have been provided in the plan submittal.  

Alternatively, you may use this form to create your community plan amendment.  The form may be expanded to include your response to each item.

( Where you see this symbol, always provide the requested information.

	(
	COMMUNITIES INCLUDED IN PLAN:

	Page #
   
	     

	(
	UNIT(S) OF GOVERNMENT, JOINT RECREATION COMMISSION, OR RECREATION AUTHORITY WITH GRANT ELIGIBILITY:

	Page #
   
	     

	(
	DESCRIPTION OF THE CHANGES TO THE PLAN: Check boxes as appropriate and provide information requested.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: List and describe the overall goals and objectives that were modified, added to, or deleted from your community plan by this amendment.

	Page #
   
	Goal and Objectives
	Description/Comments

	
	     
	     

	(
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	PARK DESIGN GOALS: List and give a brief description of each park design goal that was added by this amendment to your community plan.  Also indicate any design goals that were deleted from the plan.

	Page #
   
	Goal
	Description/Comments

	
	     
	     

	(
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	QUALITY OF LIFE INITIATIVES: List and give a brief description of each quality of life initiative that was added by this amendment to your community plan.  Also indicate any initiatives that were deleted from the plan.

	Page #
   
	Initiative
	Description/Comments

	
	     
	     

	(
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	ACTION ITEMS: Describe any action items that were modified, added to, or deleted from your community plan by this amendment to carry out the goals and objectives.

	Page #
   
	Action Item
	Description/Comments

	
	     
	     

	(
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	OTHER CHANGES TO COMMUNITY PLAN: Describe briefly if you are submitting a separate amendment.

	Page #
   
	     

	
	PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS FOR THE COMMUNITY PLAN AMENDMENT: Describe the method(s) used to solicit public input during the amendment process.  Include information on how you advertised the need for public input, the level of response, and, as appropriate, include a copy of the survey and a summary of the responses received, minutes from the public meeting, etc.

	Page #
   
	     

	Local Unit of Government, Recreation Authority, or Joint Commission completing the following page: Each entity with grant eligibility should complete a copy of this page.

	Name:
	     
	

	
	
	

	
	PUBLIC REVIEW OF DRAFT COMMUNITY PLAN AMENDMENT: Please provide the following information on the public review process.

	Page #
   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Copy of public notice included in submittal.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Comments received:      

	
	PUBLIC MEETING ON DRAFT COMMUNITY PLAN AMENDMENT: Please provide the following information on the public meeting held after the two week public review period and before the adoption of the plan by the governing body.

	Page #
   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Copy of public notice included in submittal.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Copy of meeting minutes is included in the submittal.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other comments received:      

	
	COMMUNITY PLAN AMENDMENT ADOPTION:

	Page #
   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Copy of resolution is included in the submittal.

	(
	SUBMITTAL OF COMMUNITY PLAN AMENDMENT TO COUNTY AND REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCIES:

	Page #
   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Plan amendment was submitted to:
	     
	County Planning Commission on:
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Plan amendment was submitted to:
	     
	Regional Planning Commission on:
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(
	DOCUMENTATION OF APPROVAL:

	
	I hereby certify that the
	
	amendment includes the required

	
	
	Title of community plan
	

	
	content, as indicated above and as set forth by the Michigan DNRE.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Local Unit of Government, Authority, or Commission
	
	Authorized Official for Local Unit of Government, Authority, or Commission
	
	Date
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Send this form, the completed plan amendment (if separate) and all required documents to:

GRANTS MANAGEMENT

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AND ENVIRONMENT
PO BOX 30425

LANSING, MI 48909-7925
	DNRE USE ONLY - APPROVAL

	
	The recreation and natural resource conservation planm as amended, is approved by the Michigan DNRE. The community(ies) covered by the plan, as amended, is/are eligible to apply for recreation grants through:

     

	
	
	Date
	

	
	by:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Grants Management
	
	Date
	

	PR1924-2 (Rev. 10/19/2010)


Appendix B.  Michigan Enabling Legislation for Providing Public Recreation and Parks
	Act
	Title
	Government Units
Covered
	Governing Body
Established by the Act
	Allows joint provision of recreation?

	1905 PA 157 
	Township Parks and Places of Recreation
	Townships
	Township Park Commission or Board of Commissioners

	Yes

	1913 PA 90 
	Parks, Zoological Gardens, and Airports
	Counties
	County Park Trustees
	Yes

	
	
	
	
	

	1917 PA 156 
	Recreation and Playgrounds 
	Cities, villages, townships, counties, and school districts
	Recreation Board
	Yes

	1929 PA 312 
	Metropolitan District Act
	Cities, villages, townships, 
and parts thereof
	Charter Commission
	Yes

	1965 PA 261 
	County and Regional Parks
	Counties
	Parks and Recreation Commission
	Yes


	1967 PA 7
	Urban Cooperation Act
	Counties, cities, villages, townships, other public agencies
	Commission, board, or council
	Yes

	1976 PA 451 
	The Revised School Code 
	School districts and 
intermediate school districts
	School Board
	No

	1989 PA 292            
	Metropolitan Councils Act
	Cities, counties, villages, 
and townships

	Metropolitan Area Council
	Yes

	Part 721 of 1994 PA 451 
	Michigan Trailways 
	Federal government, counties, cities, villages, and townships
	Michigan Trailway Management Council

	Yes

	2000 PA 321  
	Recreational Authorities Act
	Cities, counties, villages, townships, and districts

	Board of Directors
	Yes

	1957 PA 200
	Intermunicipality Committees Act
	Cities, villages, townships
	Study Committee for recreation projects only 
	Yes—study only 


Appendix C.  Regional Agencies and Organizations that may Offer Services or Information to Local Units of Government for the Preparation of a Community Recreation and
Natural Resource Conservation Plan

Note: This list may periodically be updated or revised.  Please check the DNRE website or contact your Regional Representative at Grants Management for the most current list.

Some of these agencies and organizations may charge a fee.
	REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSIONS

	The fourteen regional planning organizations in Michigan provide their regions with expertise in planning, transportation, economic, and water quality issues.  They act as one of the primary resources for data and analysis of the state’s regions and local governments within the regions.  Many offer geographic information, recreation planning, and grant writing services.

	
	Regional Office:
	Serving Communities in the Counties of:

	1. 
	Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG)

535 Griswold, Suite 300

Detroit, Michigan  48226

(313) 961-4266

www.semcog.org
	Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw, Wayne

	2.  2.
	Region II Planning Commission

120 W. Michigan Avenue

Jackson, Michigan  49201

(517) 788-4426

www.region2planning.com
	Hillsdale, Jackson, Lenawee

	3.  3.
	Southcentral Michigan Planning Council

PO Box 2137

Portage, Michigan  49081

(269) 323-0045
	Barry, Branch, Calhoun, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph

	4. 4.
	Southwest Michigan Planning Commission

185 E. Main Street, Suite 701

Benton Harbor, Michigan 49022

(269) 925-1137

www.swmicomm.org
	Berrien, Cass, Van Buren

	5. 5.
	GLS Region V Planning and Development Commission

1101 Beach Street, Room 223

Flint, Michigan  48502

(810) 257-3010
	Genesee, Lapeer, Shiawassee

	6. 6.
	Tri-County Regional Planning Commission

913 W. Holmes Road, Suite 201

Lansing, Michigan  48910

(517) 393-0342

www.tri-co.org
	Clinton, Eaton, Ingham

	7. 7.
	East Michigan Council of Governments

3144 Davenport Avenue, Suite 220

Saginaw, Michigan 48602

(989) 797-0800

www.emcog.org
	Arenac, Bay, Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot,  Huron, Iosco, Isabella, Midland, Ogemaw, Roscommon, Saginaw, Sanilac, Tuscola

	REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSIONS (Continued)

	8. 8.
	West Michigan Regional Planning Commission

820 Monroe Avenue, NW, Suite 214

Grand Rapids, Michigan  49503

(616) 774-8400

www.wmrpc.org
	Allegan, Ionia, Kent, Mecosta, Montcalm, Osceola, Ottawa

	9. 9.
	Northeast Michigan Council of Governments

PO Box 457 

Gaylord, Michigan  49735

(989) 732-3551

www.nemcog.org
	Alcona, Alpena, Cheboygan, Crawford, Montmorency, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle

	10. 10.
	Northwest Michigan Council of Governments

PO Box 506

Traverse City, Michigan  49685

(231) 929-5000

www.nwm.cog.mi.us
	Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Emmet, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Leelanau, Manistee, Missaukee, Wexford

	11. 11.
	Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning and Development Commission

PO Box 520 

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan  49783

(906) 635-1581

www.eup-planning.org
	Chippewa, Luce, Mackinac, 

	12. 12.
	Central Upper Peninsula 

Planning and Development Regional Commission

2415 14th Avenue S. 

Escanaba, Michigan  49829

(906) 786-9234

www.cuppad.org
	Alger, Delta, Dickinson, Marquette, Menominee, Schoolcraft

	13. 13.
	Western Upper Peninsula Planning and Development Region

PO Box 365 

Houghton, Michigan  49931

(906) 482-7205

www.wuppdr.org
	Baraga, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw, Ontonagon

	14. 14.
	West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission

P O Box 387

Muskegon, Michigan  49443

(231) 722-7878

www.wmsrdc.org
	Lake, Mason, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana


	DISABILITY NETWORK MICHIGAN

	The Centers for Independent Living (also known as the regional offices of the Disability Network Michigan) advocate for equal access to social, political, and economic life for people with disabilities, which includes not only physical access but access to the same tools, organizations, and facilities for which we all pay.  Many regional offices provide assistance to communities seeking to determine the accessibility of their recreation facilities.

	Regional Office:
	Serving Communities in the Counties of:

	Ann Arbor Center for Independent Living
3941 Research Park Drive

Ann Arbor, MI 48108

734-971-0277 (Voice)

734-971-0310 (TDD)

www.aacil.org 
	Livingston, Monroe, Washtenaw

	Monroe Center for Independent Living
40 N. Roessier Street

Monroe, MI  48162
734-242-5919
www.aacil.org
mrawlings@aacil.org
	Monroe

	Disability Network Oakland & Macomb
16645 15 Mile Road

Clinton Township, MI  48035

586-268-4160 (Voice)

800-284-2457 (Toll Free/TTY)

www.dnom.org
	Macomb, Oakland

	The Disability Network
3600 S. Dort Highway, Suite #54

Flint, MI  48507-2054

810-742-1800 (Voice)

810-742-7647 (TDD)

800-232-6040 (Toll Free)

www.disnetwork.org
	Flint

	Disability Advocates of Kent County
3600 Camelot Dr., SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546

616-949-1100 (voice/TDD) 

www.dakc.us
	Ionia, Kent, Montcalm

	Disability Network Lakeshore
426 Century Lane

Holland, MI  49423

616-396-5326 

www.dnlakeshore.org
	Allegan, Ottawa

	Disability Network Southwest MI
517 E. Crosstown Parkway

Kalamazoo, MI  49001

269-345-1516 (Voice)

269-345-5925 (TTY)

800-394-7450 (Toll Free)

www.drccil.org
	Allegan, Barry, Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, Van Buren

	disAbility Connections
409 Linden Ave.

Jackson, MI  49203

517-782-6054 

www.disabilityconnect.org
	Hillsdale, Jackson, Lenawee

	DISABILITY NETWORK MICHIGAN (Continued)

	Capital Area Center for Independent Living
1048 Pierpont, Suites 9-10

Lansing, MI  48911

517-241-0393 

www.cacil.org
	Clinton, Eaton, Ingham, Shiawassee

	Superior Alliance for Independent Living
129 W. Baraga, Suite H

Marquette, MI  49855

906-228-5744 (Voice)

800-379-7245 (Toll Free)

www.upsail.org
	Alger, Baraga, Chippewa, Delta, Dickinson, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw, Luce, Mackinac, Marquette, Menominee, Ontonagon, Schoolcraft

	Disability Network of Mid-Michigan
1160 James Savage, Ste. C

Midland, MI  48640

989-835-4041 (Voice)

800-782-4160 (Toll Free)

www.dnmm.org
	Arenac, Bay, Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot, Iosco, Isabella, Mecosta, Midland, Ogemaw, Saginaw

	Disability Connection
1871 Peck St.

Muskegon, MI  49444

231-722-0088 

www.dcilmi.org
	Lake, Mason, Mecosta, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana

	Blue Water Center for Independent Living
1042 Griswold St., Suite 2

Port Huron, MI  48060

810-987-9337 (Voice/TDD)

800-527-2167 (Toll Free)

www.bwcil.org
	Huron, Lapeer, St. Clair, Sanilac, Tuscola

	BWCIL Huron County Branch

610 Woodworth

Bad Axe, MI  48413
989-269-5421 

www.bwcilhuron@yahoo.com
	Huron

	BWCIL Lapeer County Branch

392 Nepessing, Lapeer, MI  48446

810-664-9098

karen@bwcil.org
	Lapeer

	BWCIL Sanilac County Branch

103 E. Sanilac Ste. 3

Sandusky, MI  48471

810-648-2555

janet@bwcil.org
	Sanilac 

	BWCIL Tuscola County Branch
1184 Clever, Caro, MI  48723

989-673-3678

dustin@bwcil.org
	Tuscola

	Disability Network Northern Michigan
333 E. State St.

Traverse City, MI 49684

231-922-0903 (Voice)

231-922-2597 (FAX) 866-869-8600 (Toll Free)

www.disabilitynetwork-nmi.org 
	Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Crawford, Emmet, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Lake, Leelanau, Manistee, Missaukee, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Osceola, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, Roscommon, Wexford


	REGIONAL INTERAGENCY CONSUMER COMMITTEES (RICCs)

	A RICC is a local, grassroots group of people that is funded and supported by the Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council.  Members include people with developmental disabilities, family members, friends, local advocates, community leaders, and service providers.

	Alger Marquette 

Sarah Peura

129 W. Baraga

Suite H

Marquette, MI 49855

Telephone: 906-228-5744

FAX: 906-228-5573

Email: Sarahp@upsail.com
	Allegan
Karen McKean

277 North St.

Allegan, MI 49010

Telephone: 269-673-5092

Ext. 4668

Email: kmckean@accmhs.org
	Alpena
Margie Hale-Manley

400 Johnson St.

Alpena, MI 49707

Telephone: 989-358-7871

FAX: 989-354-5898

Email: mmanley@nemcmh.org

	Arenac
Linda Simons

5180 Edie Rd.

Sterling, MI 48659

Telephone: 989-654-3192

FAX: 989-846-0431

Email: lsimons@cmdhd.org
	Baraga
Mick Sheridan

Copper Country CMH

15644 Skanee Rd.

L’Anse, MI 49946

Telephone:  906-524-5885

FAX: 906-524-5866

Email: msheridan@cccmh.org
	Bay
Kevin Griffith

916 Washington, Ste 223

Bay City, MI 48708

Telephone:  989-832-5404

FAX: 989-894-4985

Email: kgriffith@babha.org

	Calhoun
Kim Hommerding

The Arc of Calhoun Co.

217 Hamblin Ave.

Battle Creek, MI 49015

Phone: 269-966-2575

FAX: 269-966-2575

Email: arccalhoun@aol.com
	Capital Area
(Ingham, Eaton, Clinton)

Carol Kron

551 Courthouse Dr.

Charlotte, MI 48813

Telephone: 517-543-5400

Ext 205

Email: kron@ceicmh.org
	Central MI

(Isabella, Clare, Gratiot) 

Shad Welke

2426 Parkway Dr.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Telephone: 989-773-6918

FAX: 989-953-7005

Email: swelke@mmionline.com

	Cheboygan
Katy Moxie

800 Livingston Blvd.

2nd Floor, Suite B

Gaylord, MI 49735

Telephone: 989-732-6292

Email: kmoxie@norcocmh.org
	Delta
Sharon Niebauer

Pathways

2820 College Ave

Escanaba, MI 49829

Telephone: 906-233-1355

Email:

sneibaue@up-pathways.org
	Eastern UP

(Schoolcraft, Mackinac, Chippewa Co.)

Linda Sheffer

125 N. Lake St.

Manistique, MI 49854

Telephone: 906-341-4687

Email: lsheffer@hbhcmh.org

	Genesee

Kathy McGeathy

3600 S. Dort Hwy, 

Suite 54

Flint, MI 48507

Telephone: 810-742-1800

FAX: 810-742-2400

Email: kathym@disnetwork.org
	Grand Traverse

Todd Belanger

5082 Silver Lake View Ct. Traverse City, MI 49685

Telephone: 231-930-2034

Email: 

belanger412009@gmail.com
	Huron

Marie Isbister

1108 S. Van Dyke

Bad Axe, MI 48413

Telephone: 989-269-2962

Email: marie@huroncmh.org

	Iosco

Sue Parent

PO BOX 218

Oscoda, MI 48750

Telephone: 989-739-1469

FAX: 989-739-9901

Email: sparent@centurytel.net
	Jackson

Allen R. Hathaway

207 Steward Ave.

Apt H-43

Jackson, MI 49201

Telephone: 517-768-1871

Email: arh1576@compast.net
	Kalamazoo

Michele McGowan

517 E. Crosstown Parkway

Kalamazoo, MI 49001

Telephone: 269-345-1516

FAX: 269-345-0229

Email: mmcgowen@dnswm.org


	REGIONAL INTERAGENCY CONSUMER COMMITTEES (RICCs) (Continued)

	Kent

Tammy Yeomans

6240 Woodfield Pl. SE. APT 2

Grand Rapids, MI. 49548

Telephone:(616) 827-8055

Email: dynaduo1994@aol.com
	Lenawee

Kristen Columbus

211 Burt St.

Tecumseh, MI 49286

Telephone: 517-424-5642

Email: kebc77@gmail.com
	Livingston

Patti Nowak

1044 Durant Dr.

Howell, MI 48843

Telephone: 517-546-1228

FAX: 546-9821

Email:

pnowak@arclivingston

.org 

	Manistee-Benzie

Eric Bladzik

283 Fifth Ave.

Manistee, MI 49660

Telephone: 231-723-6979

Email: eabladzik@peoplepc.com
	Macomb

Ruth Methven

308 N. Gratiot

Mt. Clemens, MI 48043

Telephone: 586-493-9715

FAX: 586-493-9717

Email: ruthme@sbcglobal.net
	Midland

Chris Peeler

220 W. Ellsworth St.

4th Floor

Midland, MI 48640

Phone: 989-837-0723

FAX: 989-631-3343

Email: cpeeler@cmhcm.org

	Muskegon

Pat Cashbaugh

316 Morris, Suite 250

Muskegon, MI 49441

Telephone: 231-755-1391

Email:cashbaughp@michigan.gov
	Newaygo

Maggie Kolk

The Arc Newaygo Co.

PO BOX 147

Fremont, MI 49412

Telephone: 231-924-5840

Email: Maggie@arckent.org
	Northern Area

(Otsego, Charlevoix, Emmet Co.)

Don Trout

800 Livingston Blvd 2B

Gaylord, MI 48735

Telephone: 989-732-6295 

Ext 3613

FAX: 989-732-0780

Email: dtrout@norcocmh.org

	Oakland

Troy Butler

1060 Glaser

Troy, MI 48098

Telephone: 248-689-9098

Email: troyabutler@yahoo.com
	Ogemaw

Tammy Pacione

511 Griffin St.

West Branch, MI 48661

Telephone: 989-345-3093

FAX: 989-345-4111

Email: pat.kaseman@avcmh.org
	Ontonagon

Tracy Jaehnig

Copper Country CMH

515 Quartz Street

Ontonagon, MI 49953

Telephone; 906-884-4804

FAX: 906-884-4856

Email: tjaehnig@ccmh.org

	Ottawa

Linda VanOpynen

Arc/Advocacy & Resources Center

665 135th Ave. #90

Holland, MI 49424

Telephone: 616-738-8570

FAX: 616-738-9340

Email: Linda@arc-resources.org
	St Clair

Bea Castillo

802A Lapeer Ave

Port Huron, MI 48060

Telephone: 810-989-9144

Ext 102

FAX: 810-982-2225

Email: beacastillo@thearcscc.org
	Shiawassee

Mary Arvoy

The Arc Shiawassee 

1905 W. M-21

Owosso, MI 48867

Telephone: 989-723-7377

FAX: 989-725-6113

Email: marvoyarchia@michonline.net

	Van Buren

Oakley Peters

PO BOX 177

Bangor, MI 49013

Telephone: 269-427-6650

FAX: 269-427-8618

Email: oakleypeters@gmail.com
	Washtenaw

Robin Sefton

3074 Williamsburg Rd.

Ann Arbor, Mi 48108

Telephone: 734-975-0619

FAX: 734-662-2699

Email: rseft@yahoo.com
	Wayne

Hank Johnson

51 W. Hancock

Detroit, MI 48235

Telephone: 313-831-0202

FAX: 313-831-3693

Email: thearcdetroit@aol.com


	RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS

	The purpose of the Resource Conservation and Development Program is to help communities improve their quality of life through natural resource conservation and community development that leads to sustainable communities, prudent use (development), and the management and conservation of natural resources. The program is administered by the United States Department of Agriculture through the Natural Resource Conservation Service.

	Regional Office:
	Serving Communities in the Counties of:

	Conservation Resource Alliance

Grandview Plaza Bldg
10850 Traverse Hwy, Suite 1111
Traverse City, MI 49684
(231) 946-6817
	Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Emmet, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Lake, Leelanau, Manistee, Mason, Missaukee, Osceola, Wexford

	Huron Pines RC&D

501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738
(989) 348-9319
	Alcona, Alpena, Cheboygan, Crawford, Iosco, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, Roscommon

	Potawatomi RC&D

Calhoun County Bldg.
315 W. Green St.
Marshall, MI 49068
(269) 789-2354
	Barry, Branch, Calhoun, Eaton, Hillsdale, Jackson, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph

	Saginaw Bay RC&D

4044 South 3 Mile
Bay City, MI 48706
(989) 684-5650
	Arenac, Bay, Clare, Genesee, Gladwin, Gratiot, Huron, Isabella, Lapeer, Livingston, Midland, Ogemaw, Saginaw, Sanilac, Shiawassee, Tuscola

	Sauk Trails RC&D

1035 E. Michigan Ave., Suite A
Paw Paw, MI 49079
(269) 657-4220
	Allegan, Berrien, Cass, Van Buren

	Southeast Michigan RC&D (pending)

7203 Jackson Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
(734) 761-6722 ext. 3
	Lenawee, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw, Wayne

	Timberland RC&D

3260 Eagle Park Drive, Suite 109
Grand Rapids, MI 49525
(616) 942-4111 Ext. 8
	Clinton, Ingham, Ionia, Kent, Mecosta, Montcalm, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana, Ottawa

	Upper Peninsula RC&D

780 Commerce Drive, Suite C
Marquette, MI 49855
(906) 226-7487 Ext. 4
	Alger, Baraga, Chippewa, Delta, Dickinson, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw, Luce, Mackinac, Marquette, Menominee, Ontonagon, Schoolcraft


	LOCAL AND REGIONAL LAND CONSERVANCIES

	A land trust or conservancy is a non-profit organization that seeks to protect land. Land conservancies work closely with landowners and communities, helping to ensure that scenic areas, wetlands, critical wildlife habitats, and other significant natural areas are protected for now and future generations. 

	Regional Office:
	Serving Communities in the Counties of:

	Cadillac Area Land Conservancy
124 1/2 N Mitchell St., Ste. 115
Cadillac, MI 49601-1867

(231) 775-3631

www.calc-landtrust.org
	Lake, Missaukee, Osceola, Wexford

	Chikaming Open Lands

14913 Lakeside Road
Lakeside, MI 49116-0291

(269) 469-2330

www.chikamingopenlands.org
	Berrien

	Chippewa Watershed Conservancy
PO Box 896
Mount Pleasant, MI 48804-0896

(989) 644-5045

www.ChippewaWatershedConservancy.org
	Clare, Gratiot, Isabella, Mecosta, Montcalm, Osceola

	Dahlem Conservancy
7117 South Jackson Road
Jackson, MI 49201-9769

(517) 782-3453

www.dahlemcenter.org
	Jackson 

	Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy

3860 North Long Lake Rd Ste D
Traverse City, MI 49684-7204

(231) 929-7911

www.gtrlc.org
	Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Manistee

	HeadWaters Land Conservancy
110 South Elm Ave
Gaylord, MI 49735-1313

(989) 731-0573

www.headwatersconservancy.org
	Alcona, Alpena, Arenac, Crawford, Iosco, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, Roscommon

	Keweenaw Land Trust

801 N Lincoln Dr, Ste 306
Hancock, MI 49930-1563

(906) 482-0820

www.keweenawlandtrust.org
	Baraga, Houghton, Keweenaw, Ontonagon

	Land Conservancy of West Michigan

1345 Monroe Avenue NW Ste 324
Grand Rapids, MI 49505-4673

(616) 451-9476

www.naturenearby.org
	Allegan, Kent, Lake, Muskegon, Oceana, Ottawa

	Lapeer Land Conservancy

PO Box 303
Lapeer, MI 48446-0303

(810) 664-5647

www.glblc.org
	Genesee, Lapeer


	LOCAL AND REGIONAL LAND CONSERVANCIES (Continued)

	Legacy Land Conservancy

1100 N Main St Ste 203

Ann Arbor, MI 48104-1059

(734) 302-5263

www.legacylandconservancy.org
	Ingham, Jackson, Lenawee, Livingston, Washtenaw

	Leelanau Conservancy

PO Box 1007

Leland, MI 49654-1007

(231) 256-9665

www.theconservancy.com
	Leelanau

	Little Forks Conservancy

105 Post St
Midland, MI 48640-2658

(989) 835-4886

www.littleforks.org
	Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot, Isabella, Mecosta, Midland, Ogemaw, Roscommon

	Little Traverse Conservancy

3264 Powell Rd
Harbor Springs, MI 49740-9469

(231) 347-0991

www.landtrust.org
	Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Chippewa, Emmet, Mackinac

	Livingston Land Conservancy
PO Box 236
Brighton, MI 48116-0236

(810) 229-3290

www.livingstonlandconservancy.org
	Livingston

	Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy
2915 Margate Lane

East Lansing, MI 48823-9709

(517) 332-3091

www.midmilandcons.org
	Clinton, Eaton Hillsdale, Ingham, Ionia, Jackson, Shiawassee

	North Oakland Headwaters Land Conservancy

PO Box 285
Clarkston, MI 48347-0285

(248) 846-6547

www.nohlc.org
	Oakland

	Raisin Valley Land Trust
126 E. Church Street
Adrian, MI 49221-2780

(517) 254-6178

www.rvlt.org
	Hillsdale, Jackson, Lenawee, Washtenaw

	Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy

311 Fifth St
Bay City, MI 48707-0222

(989) 891-9986

www.sblc-mi.org
	Arenac, Bay, Clare, Genesee, Gladwin, Gratiot, Huron, Iosco, Isabella, Lapeer, Livingston, Mecosta, Midland, Montcalm, Oakland, Ogemaw, Osceola, Roscommon, Saginaw, Sanilac, Shiawassee, Sanilac

	Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy

PO Box 80902
Rochester, MI 48308-0902

(248) 601-2816

www.sixriversrlc.org
	Oakland


	LOCAL AND REGIONAL LAND CONSERVANCIES (Continued)

	Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

8383 Vreeland Road
Superior Township, MI 48198-9619

(734) 484-6565

www.smlcland.org
	Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw, Wayne

	Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy

6851 S Sprinkle Rd
Portage, MI 49002-9708

(269) 324-1600

www.swmlc.org
	Allegan, Barry, Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, Van Buren

	Upper Peninsula Land Conservancy
109 W Baraga Ave Ste 2B
Marquette, MI 49855-4744

(906) 225-8067

www.uplandconservancy.org
	Alger, Baraga, Delta, Dickinson, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, Luce, Mackinac, Marquette, Menominee, Ontonagon, Schoolcraft


	STATEWIDE CONSERVANCIES

	Michigan Karst Conservancy
2805 Gladstone Ave
Ann Arbor, MI 48104-6432

734-995-2678

www.caves.org/conservancy/mkc/
	The Nature Conservancy

Michigan Field Office

101 E Grand River

Lansing, MI 48906-4348

(517) 316-0300

www.nature.org/michigan

	Michigan Nature Association
326 E. Grand River Ave
Williamston, MI 48895-1418

(517) 655-5655

www.michigannature.org
	


	MICHIGAN COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS

	Community foundations are philanthropic organizations that work to address the needs of the people in their community.  Their activities include working with governmental agencies to develop innovative solutions and public-private partnerships to achieve systemic reforms that improve the quality of life in the communities they serve.

	Serving One or Two Counties

	Regional Office:
	Serving Communities in the Counties of:

	Alger Regional Community Foundation

413 Elm Avenue
Munising, MI 49862-1135
Phone: (906) 387-3900
www.algercounty.com/communityfoundation 
	Alger

	Allegan County Community Foundation 

524 Marshall St.
Allegan, MI 49010-1632
Phone: (269) 673-8344
www.alleganfoundation.org
	Allegan

	Bay Area Community Foundation 

703 Washington Avenue
Bay City, MI 48708-5732
Phone: (989) 893-4438
www.bayfoundation.org 
	Arenac, Bay

	Baraga County Community Foundation 

L'Anse, MI 49946-0338
Phone: (906) 353-7898

Email us at: baragacf@up.net
	Baraga

	Barry Community Foundation 

629 West State Street, Suite 201
Hastings, MI 49058-1680
Phone: (269) 945-0526
www.barrycf.org
	Barry 

	Berrien Community Foundation, Inc. 

2900 S. State Street Suite 2 East
St. Joseph, MI 49085-2467
Phone: (269) 983-3304
www.berriencommunity.org
	Berrien

	Michigan Gateway Community Foundation 

111 Days Avenue
Buchanan, MI 49107-1609
Phone: (269) 695-3521
www.mgcf.org
	Berrien, Cass

	Branch County Community Foundation 

2 West Chicago Suite E-1
Coldwater, MI 49036-1649
Phone: (517) 278-4517
www.brcofoundation.org/
	Branch


	MICHIGAN COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS (Continued)

	Serving One or Two Counties (Continued)

	Albion Community Foundation 

203 S. Superior Street
P.O. Box 156
Albion, MI 49224-1774
Phone: (517) 629-3349
www.albionfoundation.org/
	Calhoun

	Battle Creek Community Foundation 

One Riverwalk Centre
34 W. Jackson Street
Battle Creek, MI 49017-3542
Phone: (269) 962-2181
http://www.bccfoundation.org/
	

	Marshall Community Foundation 

126 W. Michigan Suite 202
Marshall, MI 49068-1574
Phone:  (269) 781-2273
http://www.marshallcf.org/
	

	Charlevoix County Community Foundation 

507 Water Street
East Jordan, MI 49727-9476
Phone: (231) 536-2440
www.c3f.org
	Charlevoix 

	Chippewa County Community Foundation

916 Ashmun St.
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783-2245
Phone: (906) 635-1046
	Chippewa

	Clare County Community Foundation, Affiliate 

1005 North McEwan
Clare, MI 48617-1201
Phone: (989) 386-4677
	Clare

	Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation 

113 W. Broadway Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858-9038
Phone: (989) 773-7322
www.mpacf.org
	Clare, Isabella

	Community Foundation for Delta County

2500 7th Avenue South
Doctors Park Suite 103
Escanaba, MI 49829-1176
Phone: (906) 786-6654
www.cffdc.org 
	Delta

	Dickinson Area Community Foundation 

427 S. Stephenson Ave., Suite 207
Iron Mountain, MI 49801-3458
Phone: (906) 774-3131
www.dcacf.org
	Dickinson


	MICHIGAN COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS (Continued)

	Serving One or Two Counties (Continued)

	Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area Community Foundation 

616 Petoskey Street
Suite100
Petoskey, MI 49770-2779
Phone: (231) 348-5820
www.petoskey-harborspringsfoundation.org
	Emmet

	Community Foundation of Greater Flint 

500 S. Saginaw - Suite 200
Flint, MI 48502-1804
Phone: (810) 767-8270
www.cfgf.org 
	Genesee

	Midland Area Community Foundation 

109 E. Main Street
Midland, MI 48640-5153
Phone: (989) 839-9661
www.midlandfoundation.com
	Gladwin, Midland

	Gratiot County Community Foundation 

1131 E. Center Street
Ithaca, MI 48847-1603
Phone: (989) 875-4222
Email us at: mailto:lmayes@edzone.net
	Gratiot

	Hillsdale County Community Foundation 

52 East Bacon
Hillsdale, MI 49242-1634
Phone: (517) 439-5101
http://www.abouthccf.org/
	Hillsdale

	Keweenaw Community Foundation 

326 Shelden Ave. Upper Level
Houghton, MI 49931-0101
Phone: (906) 482-9673
www.k-c-f.org
	Houghton, Keweenaw

	Huron County Community Foundation 

1160 S. Van Dyke
Bad Axe, MI 48413-9615
Phone: (989) 269-2850
amybraun@huroncounty.com
	Huron

	Grand Rapids Community Foundation 

185 Oakes St. SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-2721
Phone: (616) 454-1751
www.grfoundation.org
	Ionia, Kent

	Jackson Community Foundation 

One Jackson Square, Suite 308
Jackson, MI 49201-1406
Phone: (517) 787-1321
http://www.jacksoncf.org/
	Jackson


	MICHIGAN COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS (Continued)

	Serving One or Two Counties (Continued)

	Kalamazoo Community Foundation 

151 South Rose Suite 332
Kalamazoo, MI 49007-4773
Phone: (269) 381-4416
http://www.kalfound.org/
	Kalamazoo, Van Buren

	Lapeer County Community Foundation 

220 West Nepessing Street, Suite 202

Lapeer, MI  48446-3809

Phone:  (810) 664-0691

www.lapeercountycommunityfoundation.org
	Lapeer

	Lenawee Community Foundation 

United Bank & Trust Building
205 East Chicago Blvd.
Tecomseh, MI 49286
Phone: (517) 423-1729
www.lenaweecf.com
	Lenawee

	Mackinac Island Community Foundation  

Twilight Inn
P.O. Box 1933
Mackinac Island, MI 49757-1933
Phone: (906) 847-3701
www.micf.org
	Mackinac

	Marquette County Community Foundation 

401 E. Fair Ave
Marquette, MI 49855-2951
Phone: (906) 226-7666
www.mqt-cf.org
	Marquette

	M & M Area Community Foundation 

1101 11th Avenue
Menominee, MI 49858-3018
Phone: (906) 864-3599
www.mmcommunityfoundation.org
	Menominee

	Cadillac Area Community Foundation  

201 N. Mitchell Suite 101
Cadillac, MI 49601-1859
Phone: (231) 775-9911
www.cadillacfoundation.org
	Missaukee, Wexford

	Greenville Area Community Foundation 

101 N. Lafayette Street
Greenville, MI 48838-1853
Phone: (616) 754-2640
www.gacfmi.org
	Montcalm

	Community Foundation of Greater Rochester 

127 W. University Drive
Rochester, MI 48307-1973
Phone: (248) 608-2804
www.cfound.org 
	Oakland


	MICHIGAN COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS (Continued)

	Serving One or Two Counties (Continued)

	Southfield Community Foundation 

The Mary Thompson Farm
25630 Evergreen Road
Southfield, MI 48075-1769
Phone: (248) 796-4190
www.scfmi.org
	Oakland

	Otsego County Community Foundation 

P.O Box 344
Gaylord, MI 49734-0344
Phone: (989) 731-0597
www.otsegofoundation.org
	Otsego

	The Community Foundation of Holland/Zeeland Area

70 West 8th Street
Suite 100
Holland, MI 49423-3166
Phone: (616) 396-6590
www.cfhz.org 
	Ottawa

	Grand Haven Area Community Foundation 

One South Harbor Drive
Grand Haven, MI 49417-1385
Phone: (616) 842-6378
www.ghacf.org
	

	Roscommon County Community Foundation 

701 Lake Street
Roscommon, MI 48653-0824
Phone:  (989) 275-3112
www.roscommoncountycommunityfoundation.org
	Roscommon

	Saginaw Community Foundation

100 S. Jefferson Suite 201
Saginaw, MI 48607-1274
Phone: (989) 755-0545
http://www.saginawfoundation.org/
	Saginaw

	Frankenmuth Area Community Foundation

c/o National City
2322 Tittabawassee
Saginaw,  MI  48604-9476
Phone:  (989) 652-6104
	

	Community Foundation of St. Clair County 

516 McMorran Blvd.
Port Huron, MI 48060-3826
Phone: (810) 984-4761
www.stclairfoundation.org
	Saint Clair

	Three Rivers Area Foundation

17514 Moorepark Road
Three Rivers, MI 49093-9624
Phone: (616) 279-3380
	Saint Joseph


	MICHIGAN COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS (Continued)

	Serving One or Two Counties (Continued)

	Sanilac County Community Foundation 

47 Austin Street
Sandusky, MI 48471-1244
Phone: (810) 648-3634

www.sanilaccountycommunityfoundation.org
	Sanilac

	Shiawassee Community Foundation 

100 E. Main St.
Owosso, MI 48867-3133
Phone: (989) 725-1093
Fax: (989) 729-1358
Email us at: shiafdn@michonline.org
	Shiawassee

	Tuscola County Community Foundation 

P.O. Box 534
Caro, MI 48723-0534
Phone: (989) 673-8223

www.tuscolacountycommunityfoundation.org/ 
	Tuscola

	Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation 

30 N. Main Street – Suite 300
Ann Arbor, MI 48104-1133
Phone: (734) 663-0401

www.aaacf.org
	Washtenaw

	Serving Three or More Counties

	Community Foundation of the Upper Peninsula 

2500 7th Avenue South Suite 103
Escanaba, MI 49829-1176
Phone: (906) 789-5972
www.cfup.org
	Chippewa, Gogebic, Iron, Luce, Mackinac, Ontonagan, Schoolcraft

	Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation 
250 E Front St Ste 310
Traverse City, MI 49684-2552
Phone: (231) 935-4066
www.gtrcf.org
	Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Leelanau

	Community Foundation for Northeast Michigan 

111 Water Street
Alpena, MI 49707-2838
Phone: (989) 354-6881
Fax: (989) 356-3319
Email us at: bwillyard@cfnem.org
www.cfnem.org
	Alcona, Alpena, Crawford, Cheboygan, Clare, Iosco, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, Presque Isle, Roscommon

	Community Foundation for Muskegon County 

425 West Western Avenue Suite 200
Muskegon, MI 49440-1101
Phone: (231) 722-4538
www.cffmc.org 
	Manistee, Mason, Muskegon, Oceana

	Fremont Area Community Foundation 

4424 West 48th Street
Fremont, MI 49412-8721
Phone: (231) 924-5350

www.tfacf.org 
	Lake, Mecosta, Muskegon, Newaygo, Osceola, 

	MICHIGAN COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS (Continued)

	Serving Three or More Counties (Continued)

	Four County Community Foundation 

231 E. St. Clair
P.O. Box 539
Almont, MI 48003-1110
Phone: (810) 798-0909

www.4ccf.org 
	Lapeer, Macomb, Oakland, Saint Clair

	Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan 

333 W. Fort Street Suite 2010
Detroit, MI 48226-3134
Phone: (313) 961-6675
www.cfsem.org
	Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, Saint Clair, Washtenaw, Wayne

	Capital Region Community Foundation 

6035 Executive Drive Suite 104
Lansing, MI 48911-5338
Phone: (517) 272-2870

http://www.crcfoundation.org/
	Clinton, Eaton, Ingham

	OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND RESOURCES FOR PLANNING INFORMATION

	Michigan Natural Features Inventory


            http://web4.msue.msu.edu/mnfi/

4th Floor Stevens T. Mason Building
530 W. Allegan St.
Lansing, MI 48933 

517-373-1552

The mission of MNFI is to deliver the highest quality information that contributes to the conservation of biodiversity, especially rare and declining plants and animals and the diversity of ecosystems native to Michigan.  We provide local units of government and natural resource professionals with detailed information to advise suitable management of natural features and offer workshops and presentations on green infrastructure planning.

	Land Information Access Association (LIAA)




      www.liaa.org

The Land Information Access Association is a non-profit community service organization with the mission of helping people shape better communities through participation, education, information and the effective use of technology.  See Appendix C for information about the Partnerships for Change Grant Program, which is administered by LIAA and sponsored by Michigan Townships Association, Michigan Municipal League, Michigan Association of Planning, and Michigan State University Extension.

	Planning & Zoning Center at MSU




             www.pzcenter.msu.edu
The Planning & Zoning Center at MSU (PZC) is a multi-disciplinary team of professionals devoted to research, education, and consultation on best practices for community planning and development. PZC focuses research and engages in outreach designed to improve land use decisions by and coordination between governmental entities. PZC also maintains online information resources, develops decision support systems and serves as an information/data clearinghouse to enhance city, village, township, county, regional, and state planning efforts. 

	Center for Applied Environmental Research



  www.umflint.edu/caer
The Center for Applied Environmental Research (CAER) at the University of Michigan-Flint provides effective leadership in addressing environmental concerns, develops methods for understanding natural resources issues, identifies innovative funding opportunities, and assists communities with planning for land use, conservation and water quality. CAER provides state-of- the-art technical tools, techniques, and learning to conserve land, water, and other natural resources in Michigan.

	OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND RESOURCES FOR PLANNING INFORMATION (Continued)

	Michigan Recreation and Park Association


      http://www.mrpaonline.org
The Michigan Recreation and Park Association (MRPA) is a statewide non-profit association representing the parks and recreation industry. MRPA represents the interest of recreation professionals and citizen advocates throughout Michigan, providing advocacy, knowledge, and programs to enhance the parks and recreation field, as well as the skills of our individual members.

	National Association of Recreation Resource Planners


               www.narrp.org
The National Association of Recreation Resource Planners is a nationwide organization comprised of outdoor recreation professionals and others interested in recreation resource planning.  The mission of the Association is to advance the recreation resource planning profession.

	The Arc








                 www.thearc.org
The Arc is a national advocate for all people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families and a provider of the supports and services people want and need.

	Michigan Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans of America


     www.michiganpva.org
The mission of Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America is to enhance the lives of veterans with spinal cord injury or disease as well as all citizens with disabilities, by advocating for civil rights, assuring quality health care, supporting continued research and education, and encouraging independence and healthy living through various health, sports and recreational programs.

	United Cerebral Palsy of Michigan



                      www.ucp.org/ucp_local.cfm/87
United Cerebral Palsy of Michigan a non-profit advocacy organization that works for life without limits for people with cerebral palsy and other disabilities.  They believe that all people with and without disabilities have a right to be part of their communities and to choose how they want to live their lives.

	Little People of America






           www.lpaonline.org
Little People of America is a nonprofit organization that provides support and information to people of short stature and their families.

	Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council


      www.michigan.gov/ddcouncil
The Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council is committed the advocacy, systemic change, and capacity building to promote independence, self-determination, and inclusion of people with developmental disabilities in all facets of community life.

	Shared Public Services Initiative


           www.michigan.gov/sharedpublicservices
This initiative is a collaborative effort to provide funding and support to local communities and school districts in Michigan to share services.  Any governmental entity in the State of Michigan--counties, cities, townships, villages, school districts and intermediate school districts, community colleges, universities, and state agencies--can participate.  If approved, 50% of the cost to develop and implement the shared services plan will be provided to the participating communities.


	Appendix D.  Potential Funding Sources for Community Recreation and Natural Resource Planning

	Community Development Block Grant Program – CDBG

www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/communitydevelopment/programs/index.cfm

	Partnerships for Change Sustainable Communities Program      

www.partnershipsforchange.cc/rfp.asp

	DNRE Coastal Management Program


www.mi.gov/coastalmanagement

	Michigan Community Foundations

www.forgoodforever.org/

	Department of Community Health--Building Healthy Communities Program
www.michigan.gov/healthycommunities

	Department of Community Health--Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council

www.michigan.gov/ddcouncil

	Michigan Shared Public Services Initiative

www.michigan.gov/sharedpublicservices


Appendix E.  Sample Public Opinion Survey for
Community Parks and Recreation
(adapted from Mertes, J. D. and J. R. Hall.  Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines.  Alexandria, VA: National Recreation and Park Association, 1995.)
COMMUNITY RECREATION PARTICIPATION SURVEY

Hello, my name is___________, and I'm calling from ___________. We are conducting a survey about how residents of our community spend their recreation time. I need to speak to the male or female head of household. Would that be you?
(IF NO: ASK TO SPEAK TO THAT PERSON)
We need to find out the kinds of activities people living in our community do for recreation.  I'm going to mention several recreational activities, and I'd like you to tell me about your family's participation in these activities.

(FOR EACH ACTIVITY LISTED IN THE TABLE BELOW, ASK:)

a. First of all, I'd like to know how many people in your household (activity–see table below)___ during the last 12 months?
b. How many people in your household ___(activity)___at least once a month?

c. How many people in your household ___(activity)___at least once a week?

d. Where do people in your household most often___(activity)___?

	Activity
	a. # per year
	b. #per month
	c. # per week
	Location

	(go)
	
	
	
	

	1. To lake or river beaches
	
	
	
	

	2. Fishing from a pier or shore
	
	
	
	

	3. Fishing from a boat
	
	
	
	

	4. Canoeing/kayak
	
	
	
	

	5. Other types of boating
	
	
	
	

	6. Hunting
	
	
	
	

	7. Camping (RV& tent)
	
	
	
	

	8. Bicycling
	
	
	
	

	9. Rollerblading
	
	
	
	

	10. Ice Skating
	
	
	
	

	11. Sledding
	
	
	
	

	12. Walking, jogging, or exercise paths
	
	
	
	

	13. To nature parks
	
	
	
	

	14. Other:________________
	
	
	
	

	(use)
	
	
	
	

	15. Boat ramps
	
	
	
	

	16. Children’s playgrounds
	
	
	
	

	17. Swimming pools
	
	
	
	

	18. Marina wet slips
	
	
	
	

	19. Handball/Racquetball Courts
	
	
	
	

	20. Basketball Courts
	
	
	
	

	21. Open Play Areas
	
	
	
	

	22. Skate Parks
	
	
	
	

	23. Programmed Recreation Centers
	
	
	
	

	24. Exercise / Fitness Centers
	
	
	
	

	25. Other:________________
	
	
	
	

	(attend)
	
	
	
	

	26. Picnics / Parties
	
	
	
	

	27. Special Events in Parks
	
	
	
	

	28. Other:________________
	
	
	
	

	(play or participate as a spectator)
	
	
	
	

	29. Golf
	
	
	
	

	30. Disc Golf
	
	
	
	

	31. Tennis
	
	
	
	

	32. Baseball
	
	
	
	

	33. Softball
	
	
	
	

	34. Football
	
	
	
	

	35. Soccer
	
	
	
	

	36. Volleyball
	
	
	
	

	37. Archery
	
	
	
	

	38. Field Hockey
	
	
	
	

	39. Ice Hockey
	
	
	
	

	40. Skeet and Trap
	
	
	
	

	41. Other:________________
	
	
	
	


A. Are there any other recreation activities that I haven't mentioned that you or members of your family participate in at least once a month?

1. Yes ------------ CONTINUE WITH Q42B
2. No ------------- SKIP TO Q43
3. DK/Refused

B. What activities? (SPECIFY)

C. How many people in your household participate in this activity?
D. Where do people in your household go most often to (SPECIFY ACTIVITY)?

	B. Activity
	C. # of people
	D. Where?

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	


A. Are there any members of your household who have a disability?  1. Yes   2. No

B. How many people in your household have disabilities?______

C. How many adults in your household have a disability?_______

D. How many children/minors in your household have a disability?______

A. Are there any recreational activities that you or members of your family would like to participate in but cannot because at least one person in your household has a disability and there are no facilities nearby that are accessible to people with disabilities? 

1. Yes -----CONTINUE WITH Q44B
2. No------- SKIP TO Q45

B. What activities?
	Activity
	# of family members with a disability who would participate

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	


A. Are there any recreational activities that you or members of your family would like to participate in but cannot because of cost, low quality facilities, lack of available facilities or inadequate skills?
	Activity
	# of family members who would participate

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	


42. In thinking about (governmental unit) elections, do you vote in every election, most elections, some elections, only a few elections, or do you usually not vote?

1. every election
4. a few
2. most
5. don't vote / not registered
3. some
9 DK
43. When you consider the quality of life in your neighborhood, on a scale from 1 to 5 where 5 IS VERY IMPORTANT and 1 IS NOT AT ALL IMPORTANT, how important are each of the following statements about park and recreation areas?
	Quality of Life Factor
	Importance

	a. Protecting open space from development
	

	b. Making neighborhoods/community more walkable
	

	c. Developing a green infrastructure
	

	b. Making neighborhoods more attractive places 
	

	c. Preserving environmentally sensitive areas 
	

	d. Providing play areas for our youth
	

	e. Developing more multipurpose pathways
	

	f.  Creating areas where neighbors can get to know each other 
	

	g. Offering recreational facilities for adults
	


44. When thinking about the place closest to your home that you use most frequently for recreational activity, would you describe it as a:
1. public park 
2. public school 
3. homeowners' association recreation space 
4. health or fitness club

5. country or social club 
6. golf course

7. other:_____________________________
9. DK

45. The Parks Department tries to provide quality park and recreation services to all residents. It often has to make difficult choices on how to develop and operate parks. Would you encourage the Parks Department to:
	


3 = Undecided

9 = Refused

	a) 1. Develop more smaller parks used by neighborhood and community residents
	OR
	2. Develop a few larger parks that are used by all county residents
	

	b) 1. Fix up existing park and recreational areas
	OR
	2. Buy more parkland in developing areas
	

	c) 1. Begin developing vacant or undeveloped parklands
	OR
	2. Fix up existing park and recreational areas
	

	d) 1. Spend more money on supervised recreation activities
	OR
	2. Spend more money on building park and recreation areas
	

	e) 1. Continue operating and maintaining all park and recreational areas
	OR
	2. Begin allowing citizen groups to develop, program, and maintain park and recreation areas
	

	f) 1. Buy more natural areas and allow minimal development
	OR
	2. Concentrate more on developed parks with active sports activities
	

	g) 1. Participate in promoting health and exercise through trails, complete streets, and other facilities outside of a defined park area
	OR
	2. Focus on traditional parks
	


46. The Parks Department continually must make decisions about conserving natural areas developing recreation facilities. Should the Parks Department be SPENDING MORE, SPENDING LESS, OR SPENDING ABOUT THE SAME amount of money in the future for this item.
	Item
	Spend

more
	Spend

less
	Spend

same
	DK

	a. Children's Playgrounds 
	1
	2
	3
	9

	b. Tennis Courts
	1
	2
	3
	9

	c. Swimming Pools
	1
	2
	3
	9

	d. Urban Green Space
	1
	2
	3
	9

	e. Racquetball / Handball Courts
	1
	2
	3
	9

	f. Recreation Centers
	1
	2
	3
	9

	g. Ballfields (type:_____________)
	1
	2
	3
	9

	    Ballfields (type:_____________)
	
	
	
	

	h. Biking/Walking Trails
	1
	2
	3
	9

	i. Lake Areas
	1
	2
	3
	9

	j. Beach Parks
	1
	2
	3
	9

	k. Hunting Lands (purchase)
	1
	2
	3
	9

	l. Marinas and Boat Ramps
	1
	2
	3
	9

	m. Jogging and Exercise Trails
	1
	2
	3
	9

	n. Basketball Courts
	1
	2
	3
	9

	o. Nature Areas
	1
	2
	3
	9

	p. Campgrounds
	1
	2
	3
	9

	q. Picnic Areas
	1
	2
	3
	9

	r. Open Play Areas
	1
	2
	3
	9

	s. Green Infrastructure
	1
	2
	3
	9

	t. Fishing Access Sites
	1
	2
	3
	9

	u. Skate Parks
	1
	2
	3
	9

	v. Golf Courses
	1
	2
	3
	9

	w. Other:_____________________
	1
	2
	3
	9

	    Other:_____________________
	1
	2
	3
	9


47. If you could create the ideal park for your neighborhood, what percentage of that park would be left open and natural?  ______%

48. People who visit or use parks are having to pay a larger share of the cost of providing facilities and activity areas. What percentage of the total cost for providing that service should ACTUAL USERS pay?

	a. Beaches
	%

	b. Marinas
	%

	c. Boat ramps
	%

	d. Campgrounds
	%

	e. Picnic shelters
	%

	f. Lakes and swimming pools
	%

	g. Golf courses
	%

	h. Tennis courts
	%

	i. Adult athletic fields
	%

	j. Youth athletic fields
	%

	k. Youth recreational programs
	%

	l. Adult recreational programs
	%

	m. Senior/Elderly recreational programs
	%


49. How many people live in your household?  _________
50. How many in your household are:
	a. less than 6 years old?
	

	b. 6 -17 years old?
	

	c. 18 - 24 years old?
	

	d. 25 - 44 years old?
	

	e. 45 - 64 years old?
	

	f. 65 or more years of age?
	


51. What is your marital status?

	1. Married
	2. Single
	3. Divorced
	4. Widowed
	



. Divorced
4. Widowed

52. What is your racial group? 
	1. White
	2. White – Hispanic
	3. Black
	4. Other
	9. Refused


1. White
2. White – Hispanic

3. Black
4. Other
9. Refused
53. What is your zip code?  ___________

54. What is the street intersection closest to your home? __________________________
55. What category best describes your total household income from all sources?
1. Less than $15,000 
2. $15,000 - $25,000 
3. $25,000 - $ 50,000 
4.$50,000 - $75,000 
5. More than $75,000 
9. Refused

56. How many people in your household are employed?  _____
57. What is the highest level of education completed by any member of your family?

1. some grade school 
2. some high school

3. graduated high school
4. technical / vocational school 
5. some college

6. graduated college
7. post-graduate degree
58. Sex:       1. Male
 2. Female

59. What year were you born?  __________
60. How many years have you been a resident of our community? _______
	Appendix F.  Sample Park and Natural Area Inventory

	
	

	Park ID (for identification on map):
	

	Name of Park:
	

	Size (in acres) OR Length (in miles or feet):
	

	Brief Description of Park:

	Primary Service Area:
	

	Recreation Facilities/Natural Area Protection:
	Number
	Condition or Other Information

	1. Beach Area
	
	

	2. Fishing Pier
	
	

	3. Hunting Land
	(ac)
	

	4. Campground
	
	

	     - Total number of units
	
	

	5. Multi-Use Pathway
	
	

	     - asphalt/concrete
	(mi)
	

	     - other hard surface
	(mi)
	

	6. Ice Skating Rink
	
	

	7. Sledding Hill
	
	

	8. Warming Hut
	
	

	9. Running Track/Exercise Trail
	(mi)
	

	10. Nature Trail/Boardwalk
	(mi)
	

	11. Natural Area
	(ac)
	

	12. Land for Green Infrastructure Corridor
	(ac or mi)
	

	13. Boat Launch (motorized)
	
	

	14. Canoe/Kayak Launch
	
	

	15. Playground – tot lot
	
	

	     - older child playground
	
	

	16. Swimming Pool
	
	

	17. Marina
	
	

	18. Handball/Racquetball Court
	
	

	19. Basketball Court – youth
	
	

	     - adult
	
	

	20. Skate Park
	
	

	21. Open Play Area
	
	

	22. Recreation Center
	
	

	23. Exercise/Fitness Center
	
	

	24. Picnic Pavilion
	
	

	25. Golf-Driving Range
	
	

	26. Golf Course – 9-hole
	
	

	     - 18-hole
	
	

	27. Disc Golf
	
	

	28. Tennis Court
	
	

	29. Baseball Field - youth
	
	

	     - adult
	
	

	30. Softball Field – youth
	
	

	     - adult
	
	

	31. Football Field
	
	

	32. Soccer Field – youth
	
	

	     - adult
	
	

	33. Volleyball Court
	
	

	34. Archery Range
	
	

	35. Field Hockey Field
	
	

	36. Ice Hockey Rink
	
	

	37. Skeet and Trap Field
	
	

	38. Restroom
	
	

	39. Parking Lot
	
	

	     - total spaces
	
	

	40. Other:
	
	

	41. Other:
	
	

	42. Other:
	
	

	43. Other:
	
	

	44. Other:
	
	

	Describe the accessibility of the park for persons with disabilities.  Include an assessment of the ease of getting to the park, parking, general travel around the park, the existing facilities (including restrooms and other support facilities), and any recreation programming within the park:


	Appendix G.  Sources of Information on
Accessibility for People with Disabilities

	GREAT LAKES A.D.A. CENTER

800-949-4232 V/TTY
http://adagreatlakes.org

	NATIONAL CENTER ON ACCESSIBILITY

812-856-4422 Voice
812- 856-4421 TTY

www.ncaonline.org

	THE U. S. ARCHITECTURAL AND TRANSPORTATION 
BARRIERS COMPLIANCE BOARD (THE ACCESS BOARD)

800-872-2253 Voice
800-993-2822 TTY

www.access-board.gov

	U.S. Department of Justice

ADA Home Page 

www.ada.gov


	Appendix H.  Resources for Park Design Considerations

	Universal Design

	The Center for Universal Design 
College Of Design 
North Carolina State University 
800-647-6777 Voice

www.design.ncsu.edu/cud

	The Institute for Human Centered Design

617-695-1225 Voice/TTY
www.adaptenv.org

	National Center for Accessibility

(812) 856-4422 - Voice

(812) 856-4421 - TTY
www.ncaonline.org

	Sustainability and Minimal Environmental Impact

	Low Impact Development Manual for Michigan: A Design Guide for Implementers and Reviewers. 

http://library.semcog.org/InmagicGenie/DocumentFolder/LIDManualWeb.pdf
Low Impact Development (LID) is the cornerstone of stormwater management with the goal of mimicking a site's presettlement hydrology by using design techniques that infiltrate, filter, store, evaporate, and detain runoff close to its source. Because LID uses a variety of useful techniques for controlling runoff, designs can be customized according to local regulatory and resource protection requirements, as well as site constraints.

	The Sustainable Sites Initiative

www.sustainablesites.org
The Sustainable Sites Initiative is an interdisciplinary effort by the American Society of Landscape Architects, the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center and the United States Botanic Garden to create voluntary national guidelines and performance benchmarks for sustainable land design, construction and maintenance practices.

	Crime Prevention through Environmental Design

	Wikipedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crime_prevention_through_environmental_design
Safe Cascadia
www.safecascadia.org
Safe Cascadia is a non-profit association that aims to provide a regional forum for the advancement, education, and research in approaches to community livability, sustainable neighborhood safety, and methods of safe urban design, including, but not limited to, crime prevention through environmental design (CPTED).
International CPTED Association

www.cpted.net
The mission of the International CPTED Association is to create safer environments and improve the quality of life through the use of CPTED principles and strategies.


Appendix I.  Websites for Quality of Life Initiatives 

	Michigan Planning and Zoning Center—Quality of Life Initiatives Table

www.pzcenter.com/QualityOfLifeTable.pdf
This site provides a comprehensive list of Quality of Life Initiatives for community planning.

	Promoting Active Communities Program
www.mihealthtools.org/communities
The Promoting Active Communities (PAC) program is a collaborative effort by the Michigan Department of Community Health, the Michigan Fitness Foundation, Michigan State University, and the Prevention Research Center of Michigan.  The program provides an online assessment and award system. Communities can use the online self-assessment to evaluate their built environments, policies, and programs related to promoting and supporting physical activity. Michigan communities that complete the assessment are eligible for an award that recognizes them as an innovative Michigan community that is making it easier for their citizens to lead an active lifestyle.

	The Walkable and Livable Communities Institute
www.walklive.org
The Walkable and Livable Communities Institute is a nonprofit center based in Port Townsend, Washington.  Their mission is to make cities and towns throughout the world walkable, bicycle friendly, sustainable, socially engaging and welcoming places by improving their built form.

	Local Government Commission
www.lgc.org
The Local Government Commission is a non-profit organization working to build livable communities by providing information on community design, water resource management and energy efficiency. 

	

	


Appendix J.  Example Resolutions for
Adopting a Plan and Plan Amendment

Community Recreation and Natural Resource Conservation Plan

For (name of governing body of local unit of government OR name of recreation authority/commission)

(county name)

WHEREAS, the (local unit of government OR recreation authority/commission) has undertaken a planning process to determine the recreation and natural resource conservation needs and desires of its residents during a five year period covering the years 20__ through 20__, and

<<<WHEREAS, the (local unit of government) has entered into this planning process in collaboration with (names of other local units of government), and

WHEREAS, the combined area of the aforementioned local units of government constitutes the planning area, and 

WHEREAS, the (governing body of local unit of government) is of the understanding that the governing bodies of the aforementioned local units of government intend to pass a similar resolution of adoption of the (name of recreation and natural resource conservation plan), and







OR

WHEREAS, the (recreation authority/commission) is made up of representatives from (names of local units of government), and>>>

WHEREAS, the (local unit of government OR recreation authority/commission) began the process of developing a community recreation and natural resource conservation plan in accordance with the most recent guidelines developed by the Department of Natural Resources and Environment and made available to local communities, and 

WHEREAS, residents of the (local unit of government OR planning area) were provided with a well-advertised opportunity during the development of the draft plan to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the recreation and natural resource conservation plan, and

WHEREAS, the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable accommodations to review the final draft plan for a period of at least two weeks, and

WHEREAS, a final public comment session was held on (date) at (place) to provide an opportunity for all residents of the planning area to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the recreation and natural resource conservation plan, and 

WHEREAS, the (local unit of government OR recreation authority/commission) has developed the plan as a guideline for improving recreation and enhancing natural resource conservation for the (local unit of government OR recreation authority/commission) <<<and all other residents of the planning area>>>, and

WHEREAS, after the public meeting, the (governing body of local unit of government OR governing body of recreation authority/commission) voted to adopt said recreation and natural resources conservation plan.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the (governing body of local unit of government OR governing body of recreation authority/commission) hereby adopts the (name) Recreation and Natural Resource Conservation Plan.

(Yeas: 



Nays:



Absent:
         )

I, (name), (title), do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and original copy of a resolution adopted by the (name of governing body) at a Regular/Special Meeting thereof held on the (___ day of ________, 20__.)
<<Seal here, if a seal is available>>

(signature)







(name), (title)

Community Recreation and Natural Resource Conservation Plan Amendment 

For (name of governing body of local unit of government OR name of recreation authority/commission)

(county name)

WHEREAS, the (local unit of government OR recreation authority/commission) has adopted the (name of community plan) to as a guideline for improving recreation and enhancing natural resource conservation during a five year period covering the years 20__ through 20__, and 

<<<WHEREAS, the (local unit of government) entered into this planning process in collaboration with (names of other local units of government), and

WHEREAS, the combined area of the aforementioned local units of government constitutes the planning area, and 

WHEREAS, the (governing body of local unit of government) is of the understanding that the governing bodies of the aforementioned local units of government intend to pass a similar resolution of adoption of the (name of plan) amendment, and




OR
WHEREAS, the (recreation authority/commission) is made up of representatives from (names of local units of government), and>>>

WHEREAS, the (local unit of government OR recreation authority/commission) began the process of amending the community recreation and natural resource conservation plan in accordance with the most appropriate guidelines developed by the Department of Natural Resources and Environment and made available to local communities, based on the version of guidelines under which the current plan was developed, and 

WHEREAS, the (local unit of government OR recreation authority/commission) <<<along with all other local units of government participating in the plan>>>> has/have determined that certain section(s) of the plan need to be amended to better improve recreation and enhance natural resource conservation during the five year period covered by the plan, and 

WHEREAS, residents of the (local unit of government OR planning area) were provided with a well-advertised opportunity during the development of the amendment to the plan for to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the recreation and natural resource conservation plan amendment, and

WHEREAS, the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable accommodations to review the final draft plan amendment for a period of at least two weeks, and

WHEREAS, a final public comment session was held (date) at (place) to provide an opportunity for all residents of the (local unit of government OR planning area) to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the recreation and natural resource conservation plan amendment, and 

WHEREAS, after the public meeting, the (governing body of local unit of government OR governing body of recreation authority/commission) voted to adopt said amendment to (name of plan) 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the (governing body of local unit of government OR governing body of recreation authority/commission) hereby adopts the (name of plan) Amendment.

(Yeas: 



Nays:



Absent: 
)

I, (name), (title), do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and original copy of a resolution adopted by the (name of governing body) at a Regular/Special Meeting thereof held on the (___ day of ________, 20__.)

<<Seal here, if a seal is available>>



(signature)







(name), (title)
� You should always consult with an attorney before entering into a legally-binding agreement to form a joint park and recreation commission or authority.  Other legal means beyond those included in this booklet may exist to accomplish this goal. 


� Green infrastructure is an interconnected network of waterways, wetlands, woodlands, wildlife habitats, and other natural areas; greenways, parks, and other conservation lands; working farms, ranches and forests; and wilderness and other open spaces that support native species, maintain natural ecological processes, sustain air and water resources, and contribute to the health and quality of life for communities and people.





� Formed when two or more townships hold land jointly; it is made up of the supervisor or designee from each township.


� To oversee regional parks.


� Within a metropolitan area.


� Councils are formed pursuant to the Urban Cooperation Act (1967 PA 7).


� A district is defined as a portion of a city, county, village, or township having boundaries coterminous with those of a precinct used for general elections.








	
	
	



