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	Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Law Enforcement Division
Summary of Changes to the Livery Laws

Authority of Public Act 249 of 2012.
	


1. As in the past, a livery cannot operate without applying for and being issued a yearly permit, regardless of whether they have non-motorized or motorized boats or a combination of both.
2. Non-motorized livery vessels are no longer required to be inspected on an annual basis.  All livery vessels must still meet required equipment and safety standards.  Inspections of non-motorized vessels may be conducted on an as needed basis at a “reasonable time” with prior notification (72 hrs) to the livery.
3. Liveries will still apply to the sheriff’s department in the county where they exist for the annual permit and any inspections for motorized livery vessels.

4. PA 249 created a separate classification of livery boat called a “Navigable Waters Livery Boat.”  This is a motorized vessel, greater than 20’ in length which is rented, or offered for rent, to be used on the Great Lakes or other navigable waters. Navigable Waters Livery Boats need to have a comprehensive dockside inspection conducted by a conservation officer with the DNR, much like a charter boat.  A new application form is being developed and the livery owner would apply for & pay a $100 fee direct to the DNR for this inspection.  Once the Navigable Waters Livery Boat passes the inspection, the owner would forward proof of inspection to the county sheriff’s department as part of applying for and obtaining his/her livery permit, and obtaining the livery vessel plate/tab.
5. Liveries that are located in a county where the sheriff’s department does not receive marine safety grant funds (and choose not perform the inspections) may apply to the DNR for their permit and any required inspections.
6. Inspections on general motorized livery boats (motor boats, pontoon boats, PWCs) are still required, should be done by the local county sheriff’s department, and still must have a current annual inspection decal, plate or tab.
7. The processing period for a boat livery permit is to be no more than 30 days.
8. Just as in the past, the livery permit must be displayed prominently on the site of the livery but will now expire on May 31 of the year following the year in which it was issued.
9. Sheriff’s departments are still allowed to charge an inspection fee of $2.00, paid by the livery owner, for each motorized (non-navigable) livery boat they inspect as part of the application process.  Vessels inspected in accordance with #2 above, would not be subject to the $2.00 per vessel fee.
10. Requirements for registration (MC #s) through the Secretary of State remain unchanged.

11. Livery forms currently in use are being revised to reflect law changes.
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