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RICK SNYDER 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
LANSING 

KEITH CREAGH 
DIRECTOR 

 
September 17, 2012 

  
  
TO: Keith Creagh, Director 
  
INFORMATION: Natural Resources Commission 
  
Transaction: Sale of State-owned Land 

Gwinn Management Unit – Marquette County 
Marquette to Munising Junction State Trail 
Land Transaction Case #20110104 

  
Sale: $5,500.00 
  
PA 240 of 2012: This parcel is North of the Mason-Arenac Line and will result in a 

decrease of 4.15 counted acres. 
  
Description: Marquette County, Chocolay Township, T47N, R24W, Section 6, Sands 

Township, T47N, R25W, Section 1, and Marquette Township, T48N, 
R25W, Section 36: Being a 25-foot wide strip of land approximately 
7,234 feet long running along the Southern edge of the Marquette to 
Munising Junction State Trail, being the inactive Wisconsin 
Central/Canadian National Railroad Corridor: as more completely 
described in “Exhibit A” contained in the project file (4.15 acres m/l). 

  
Applicant: Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), Superior Region, 

Escanaba, Michigan 
  
Authority: Part 5, Act 451, Public Acts of 1994, as amended 
  
Notice: This item will appear on the Department of Natural Resources 

(Department) October 1, 2012, calendar, and is eligible for approval on 
October 9, 2012.  

  
Acquired: With Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund in 2002. 
  
Minerals: Department does not own any mineral rights 
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Comments: 
 
 
 

The applicant desires a 25-foot wide easement along the southern edge 
of the Marquette to Munising Junction Trail a distance of approximately 
7,234 feet.  The trail runs along the inactive Wisconsin Central/Canadian 
National railroad corridor that is preserved for future rail use with interim 
trail use through provisions of federal law.  
 
The desired land is part of the US-41 road construction across from the 
Marquette OSC.  MDOT is removing the existing paved bike path and 
moving it onto our railbanked railroad corridor.  MDOT will pave the trail 
using an asphalt mix with a wearing course for snowmobile use as 
suggested by Department staff.  MDOT is also engineering in a berm to 
help keep snow on the trail in the winter. 
 
The eastern portion of the 37-mile long Marquette to Munising Junction 
Trail is included as part of the 48-mile long Iron Ore Heritage Trail 
(IOHT).  The IOHT is a planned multi-use, year round trail to connect 
communities and people to the region’s historic sites and human stories 
along the Marquette Iron Range. 
 
This transaction was reviewed by Department staff and recommended 
for approval by the Land Exchange Review Committee on December 15, 
2011, with conditions as outlined below.  The sale parcel is less than ten 
acres in size and represents less than five percent of the property 
purchased with MNRTF assistance.  Therefore, this transaction meets 
the guidelines of MNRTF Board Policy 94-1.  Proceeds from the sale of 
land will be deposited in the MNRTF.  

  
Recommendation: 
 
 

(1) That the sale of a 25-foot wide, 7,234-foot long strip of land be 
approved subject to: 

a) The trail being constructed using an asphalt mix with a wear 
course for snowmobile use and a berm to be constructed that will 
keep snow on the trail in the winter. 

b) Restrictions specified in PA 451 of 1994, 324.2102a, part 811 or 
821; Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act. 

c) The property be maintained and used in a manner to ensure that 
the property remains viable for possible future rail usage as 
required by 16 U.S.C. 1247(d). 

 
(2) That the proceeds of the sale be deposited in the MNRTF. 
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SALE OF STATE-OWNED LAND
Gwinn Management Area -- Marquette County

Marquette to Munising Junction State Trail -- Land Transaction Case #20110104

Section 6, T47N, R24W, Chocolay Township
Section 1, T47N, R25W, Sands Township
Section 36, T48N, R25W, Marquette Township
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Regional Location
DNR -- Finance & Operations Division

Real Estate Services Section
09/10/2012 I

^
Site

Marquette
County

L A K E  S U P E R I O R

Marquette Branch
State Prison

25 ft. wide strip along
southern edge of RR
corridor (Soo Line)
(7,234 ft. +/-)

L A K E
S U P E R I O R

State Forest

State
Forest

Site

State Forest Boundary

Desired State Parcel (4.15 acres +/-)

State Land

Private Land


