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TO: Keith Creagh, Director 
  
INFORMATION: Natural Resources Commission 
  
Transaction: Parks and Recreation Land Acquisition  

Plainwell District – Cass County 
The Dock Property – Eagle Lake Access Site 
Land Transaction Case #20120034 

  
Purchase: 9.62 Acres - $600,000.00 
  
PA 240 of 2012: PILT Estimate: $4,515.35 plus special assessments. 

This parcel is south of the Mason/Arenac County line and will result in 
8.02 included acres and 0.16 excluded acres. 
Excluded Acres: 0.16 Acres   
Included: 8.02 Acres 

  
Description: Cass County, Ontwa Township, T8S, R15W, Located in the SE ¼ of 

Section 2, more particularly described in the case file. 
  
Seller(s): 1st Source Bank, South Bend, Indiana 
  
Authority: Act 451, Public Acts of 1994, as amended 
  
Notice: This item will appear on the Department of Natural Resources 

(Department) July 2, 2013, calendar, and is eligible for approval on July 
9, 2013. 

  
Purpose: Development of boating access site and related amenities. 
  
Comments: Acquisition of this parcel will contribute to the Department’s goals of 

providing boating access to Eagle Lake (379 acres), the fourth largest 
lake in Cass county, and channel access to nearby lakes Painter (92 
acres), Juno (190 acres) and Christiana (179 acres).  Situated in tthe 
southeast corner of Eagle Lake along Eagle Lake Road, the parcel has 
an existing boat launch a small pond and a now abandoned restaurant 
structure. The boat launch has served the lake for 60 years.  
 
The parcel referred to as “The Dock” has been used as a commercial 
marine operation that included a fee launch, dock and minor beach area.  
The owner went out of business and the land continued to be used 
unofficially as an access site to the lake.  County maintained Eagle Lake 
Road bisects the property and has low volumes of traffic.  Attached is a 
memorandum that describes more about the issue that was reviewed by 
the Michigan State Waterways Commission. 
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This acquisition has been on the priority list for southeast Michigan as 
Eagle Lake in one of the larger lakes in the area.  Plus it also connects 
three other lakes.  The local bank contacted the Department to inquire 
as to our interest in purchasing the parcel as it was in foreclosure.  An 
option was secured that provided for an offer to be made by August 8, 
2013 with closing by September 15, 2013.  Interest was expressed by 
local fishing groups and others that including a petition with 342 names 
of individuals supporting a public boat launch at the location. 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Public Act 210, the Department 
offered the county and township the opportunity to assume the option 
and develop the access facility to state standards but to date the 
Department has not received any interest to do so by either the County 
or Township.  On May 17th, the Department met with the Eagle Lake 
Improvement Association and the Painter, Juno, Christiana (PJC) Lakes 
Association to discuss the proposed acquisition and hear any concerns 
they may have.  On May 30th, the Department held a public open house 
locally to gather comments on the proposed acquisition.  Over 100 
attendees and many comments were gathered covering topics of 
planning, operations, maintenance, law enforcement, fisheries, and lake 
dynamics among others. Concerns were expressed by the lake owners 
association.  All questions were subsequently addressed in writing and 
made available to the public.  In a special meeting July 12th, the 
Waterways Commission recommended the Department move forward 
with the purchase and develop a fee site able to accommodate 25-35 
car/trailer units.  The Commission also recommended a boat washing 
station be developed with support from local partners to help address 
invasive species issues.   
 
The construction of a new boating access site will provide a safe, 
accessible point of access for boats to Eagle Lake where currently no 
public boating access site exists.  There is also opportunity for creation 
of boating access to the chain of Painter, Juno, and Christiana lakes 
along the northern portion of the site.  The impact of having public 
recreational facilities produces economic gains locally and regionally 
through purchase of boating and fishing supplies and equipment, fuel, 
groceries and retail food, and yields other economic benefits for 
businesses.  The establishment of public facilities to access Michigan’s 
natural resources also aids in bringing people closer in contact with the 
natural resources creating an outdoor classroom of first-hand learning 
and a greater respect for those resources.   

  
Support: Letters of support for Department acquisition of the site have been 

received from both Ontwa Township and Cass County. 
  
Recommendation: 
 
 

That the acquisition be approved, with payment to be made from the 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, Southwest Eco-Regional Land 
Consolidation project. 
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Russ Mason, Ph.D., Chief William O’Neill, Chief 
Wildlife Division Forest Resources Division 
  
  
  
  
James L. Dexter, Chief Ronald A. Olson, Chief 
Fisheries Division Parks and Recreation Division 
  
  
  
  
William E. Moritz, Ph.D. Mark H. Hoffman 
Natural Resources Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
  
  
  
  
I approve the staff recommendations  
  
  
  
Keith Creagh  
Director Date Approved 
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