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RICK SNYDER 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
LANSING 

RODNEY A. STOKES 
DIRECTOR 

 
   April 9, 2012 
 
 
TO: Rodney A. Stokes, Director 
 
INFORMATION:  Natural Resources Commission 
 
Transaction: Gift of Land  

Van Buren State Park – Van Buren County 
Van Buren State Park Rail Trail 
Land Transaction Case #20120041 

 
Description: Van Buren County, City of South Haven, T1S, R17W, Section 15, that 

part of the West ½ of the Southeast ¼ of the Southwest ¼ of Section 15, 
lying Northwesterly of US-31 Highway, EXCEPT railroad.  Also 
EXCEPT Beginning at a point 851.58 feet East of and N35°38'45" East 
768.44 feet from the Southwest corner of the Section; Thence N35°38'45" 
East 450.00 feet; Thence N72°52'45" West 285.95 feet to the center of 
railroad; Thence Southerly on same 450.00 feet to Beginning.  Also 
EXCEPT the North 70 feet thereof.  Containing 1.9 acres, more or less. 

 
Donor: City of South Haven, Michigan 
 
Authority: Part 5 of Act 451, Public Acts of 1994, as amended 
 
Notice: This item will appear on the Department of Natural Resources’ 

(Department) May 7, 2012 Calendar, and is eligible for approval on May 
17, 2012.  

 
Comments: The offered gift of land is located adjacent to the Van Buren State Park 

Rail Trail in the City of South Haven.  The property is flat, well drained, 
and sits between the trail and the Blue Star Highway. 

 
The northern endpoint of the Van Buren State Park Rail Trail is in the City 
of South Haven.  There has been an ongoing need for a public trailhead in 
the area, and the City of South Haven is offering this gift of land to the 
Department for use as a trailhead.  This parcel along with land currently 
owned by the trail managing agency, the Van Buren County Road 
Commission, will provide the necessary space for trailhead development.   
 
Acceptance of this gift of land will serve to improve management by the 
Department and enhance enjoyment of the tail by public recreational 
users. 
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Land Transaction Case # 20120041, Van Buren State Park – Van Buren County 
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April 9, 2012 
 
Recommendations: (1) That this gift of land be accepted with appreciation. 
 

(2) That the land be dedicated as part of the Van Buren State Park Rail 
Trail. 
 

 
 
 
Russ Mason, Ph.D., Chief William O’Neill, Acting Chief 
Wildlife Division Forest Resources Division 
 
 
 
 
James L. Dexter, Acting Chief  Ronald A. Olson, Chief 
Fisheries Division Parks and Recreation Division 
 
 
 
 
 Mark Hoffman 
Natural Resources Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
 
 
 
I approve the staff recommendations. 
 
 
 
 
Rodney A. Stokes _____________________ 
Director  Date Approved 
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GIFT OF LAND
Van Buren State Park -- Van Buren County

Van Buren State Park Rail Trail -- Land Transaction Case #20120041

DNR -- Finance & Operations Division
Real Estate Services Section

04/05/2012 I
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Gift of Land to DNR (1.9 acres)
! ! Kal-Haven Trail Sesquicentennial State Park

Proposed City of South Haven Route

Van Buren State Park Rail Trail
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Section 15, T1S, R17W 
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