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TO: Keith Creagh, Director 
  
INFORMATION: Natural Resources Commission 
  
Transaction: State Trail Gift of Easement  

Ionia to Owosso Railroad Corridor – Clinton County 
Land Transaction Case #20130158 

  
Acquisition: 15 ft. x 30 ft. (0.01 acre) 
  
PA 240 of 2012: PILT Estimate: None 

This parcel is south of the Mason-Arenac County line and will not result 
in an increase of counted acres. 
Excluded Acres: 0.01 acres excluded – Gifted property rights 

  
Description: Clinton County, Bingham Township, T7N, R2W, a recreational trail 

easement over a strip of land lying in the S1/2 of the SW1/4 of Section 9, 
being 15 feet wide and 30 feet long, as more completely described in the 
case file. 

  
Grantor Mr. Tom Hicks, St. Johns, MI. 
  
Authority: Act 451, Public Acts of 1994, as amended 
  
Notice: This item will appear on the Department of Natural Resources 

(Department) July 30, 2013, calendar, and is eligible for approval on 
August 6, 2013. 

  
Purpose: The gifted easement is necessary for trail construction, and future trail 

management and maintenance. 
  
Comments: 
 
 

The offered easement is located in Clinton County, within the city of St. 
Johns, and is adjacent to the Ionia to Owosso Railroad Corridor, known 
as the “Fred Meijer Ionia to Owosso Rail-Trail.”  It will provide the space 
needed to allow the trail to be built to bypass the Veterans Memorial that 
was constructed in Clinton Avenue within the state-owned railroad right-
of-way. 
 
The gift of easement was requested by the Department in an effort to 
minimize the impact of the trail on the sanctity of the Veterans Memorial. 
In discussing the Department’s need, the Grantor identified a possible 
future need to temporarily use, at a minimum, a 10 foot wide portion of 
the railroad right-of-way for access related to the installation and 
maintenance of existing and new facilities on his site.  It has been 
agreed by both parties that any future need by the Grantor for use of the 
right-of-way will be handled by the Parks and Recreation Division 
through the permit process. 

STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING • 530 WEST ALLEGAN STREET • P.O. BOX 30028 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7528 
www.michigan.gov/dnr • (517) 373-2329 



Land Transaction Case #20130158, Ionia to Owosso Railroad Corridor – Clinton County 
Page 2 of 2 
July 15, 2013 
 

 
This agreement will allow trail development to proceed without delay on 
the 42 mile long trail that extends between Ionia and Owosso.  Total cost 
of the project is $5,280,000.00, of which 66% comes from state and 
federal grants, 30% from private sources, and 4% from local units of 
government and individual contributions. 

  
Recommendation: That the gift of easement be accepted with appreciation. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Russ Mason, Ph.D., Chief William O’Neill, Chief 
Wildlife Division Forest Resources Division 
  
  
  
  
James L. Dexter, Chief Ronald A. Olson, Chief 
Fisheries Division Parks and Recreation Division 
  
  
  
  
William E. Moritz, Ph.D. Mark H. Hoffman 
Natural Resources Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
  
  
  
  
I approve the staff recommendations  
  
  
  
Keith Creagh  
Director Date Approved 
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