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DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 253

R . Febroary 4, 1955
Memorandum to the Director:

In November, 1048, the Commission approvel the Lapeer State Qame Area ag g
Pittman-Robertion lend acquisition project, Included +within the boundary was the
James Yernor estate located in central Lapeer County six miles novthenst of the
city of Lapeer, At that time My, Veinor was constdering dlsposing of this property
but no price agreament conld be reached. My, Vemnor has since passed away, and
we have nowbeen informed by the executor of hig witl that he has a leense to sely

at & price of not less than $200,600, To confarm to peebate conrt procedure, a formal .

offer to purcbase.at not less than that amonnt sheuld now be sobmitted if the
purchase is approved by the Commission : R . )

Lapeer Btate Game Area
8,361L20 acres at §59.63 per acre—$200,000.00
Yendor: Raymoud H. Berry, executor of will of James Vernor, decensed, of
Detreit, Allchigan
Description: SWY See. 5; SEY, Sec. 8; entire frh Sec. 7; W35 See $; entire
frl. Sec. 18 exeept SBY NBY,; N1 NEY, NW £l 5, N- 20 acres of NWy;
SWi, and Wi NWY BYWY NE Sec. 19 all In T § N, R 11 B; §% NW¥,
5% except NW¥ SWY, part of 53% NEY lying W of highway, and paré of
NEY KEY lying B of bighwary, Sec, 12; part of NEY, lying E of highwey, B%
SWi, nnd SEY Sec, 13; N4 NBY, 5Wi, Wik SEy, BEY, SEY escept 1 acre
square iu NE corner, and N 6 acres of NEY, SEY, lying B of highway, See, 24
aHinTEN,R10DB .

Reservations: Occupancy and ise for two months after date of deed; also ex-

cepting ofl, gas, and nineral vights thnt tuny be outstanding in third partes,
Appraissl: Tand $58,122.80, tinber $12,7587,45, buildings §45,805.00, water front.
cge {Leng and other lakes) $04,151.50; fotnl $244,4606.75.

This tract would be a highty desirnble addition to this heavily hunted geme areg
a5 it would more than doadle the present stute ownership there. It wondd bo diff.
cult to find enother tract of this size fn suck a faverable lpcation that wwould be as
well suited to public use and wildlife production, and if such 2o ares eould he foung
acquisition and overhead costs of acqniving it undouttedly would be very high. The
tract is especinlly sceaie and 16 Aoubt wonld recelre high vse for general recreation
as well as for hunting and fishing,

The 1ang 1s especially fovorable for ganie nrea use. It Inciudes babitat seitable for

deer, traterfowl, ond small game, Waterforwl spend a lorge portion of the year In
the areat Pheasants and other farm-gams specles bave been Jimited on this land ns
it has been used primartly for livestock production, and most of the ¢rops produced
have been ent for bay or silage and the meadows &nd pasture linds have been grazed.
Hapltat for these species can be improved but their nuthbers cabnot be expected to
equal the poputations of more fertle farming arens,

The soils are generally 00 poor for ngriculture. About 21 per cent is low, second.
grade eoil, of low value for commercinl agricnlture but especinlly desirable for goine.
Eighteen per cent of the tract is tHrd-grade soff, marginnl for agileulture, 33 per
cant I3 fourth-grade due {0 hillfness or steepness of slope, and abont 21 per cent
is ¢ifficult or impossible to draln, Aheut T per eent {5 water surfnce aren.

The tract contains about 1,680 scres of uplund Hmber which Is young second
growth. dost of the lurger trees are swamp conffevs eonslsting of very good stands

+ of eedar saitable for fence posts and tamaraclk suitable for poles and spites. The

area zlse bas 218 acves of water divided betwean six laltes, and fishing is xeported
fo be good, Long Lake {or Avcadia Lake}, the largest of the Iakes, hais been srif-
fleSally crented and consists of 182 aores with 15,574 feet of frontage, Access polnts
for hunting, fishing, and general recreation and comp sites could be developed at
several places. : :

The dem that maintalns Yong Eake was fnspected by a Deparément engineer In
1048, Hé found tbat the structure had stoed for ebout I7 years and was sub-
stantially sound but probably would evantually need improvement to ingnve egalnst
over-fopping and to make the control structure move anfomatie in operation, The
estimated cost of these improvements was between §5,000 and $6,000, Over 96 per
eent of the appralsed value of the water nren was nssigned t¢ Long Eake.

Théra ave thirteen sets of farm buildings anéd one snmmer coftage on the property,
The two main sets of bufldings are sitvated close fogether at the north emd of Long




254 . FEBRUARY 11, 1055

Lake, Roth houses are in good condittos and can be used by tha Departwent in the
administration of the area, One of thess houses has been completely moderaized, -
and the implement buildlngs and barcs are ail fairly new and well-constrocted,
hfost of the outbulldings included in these two sets can be nsed for storlng equip-
ment, seed, fertitizer, ete.  Adequate storage facilities are not at present avnilable in
the Lapeer State Game Area. Those not ueeded should be sold gud removed from

the area,

Of the remaining buildings, three compiefe seta of farm buildings and the sunmer
cottage have been ahandoned for several years and are in 8 very poor state of repalr,
The remaining elght sets of farm buildings have been tenant-occupied and are in
only fair condition, The farm houses are old and monme has been modernized to &
signfficaut degree. In the main, the barns ave of modified shed-type, self-fesder ¢om-
struction suitable for stock feeding with but Httle wHllty for the geéneral] farming
usnally practiced in the locality, Although the bullding appraisal appears high it
andoubtedly svould require a larger investment in bulldings if o comparable acreage
were acquired Jn small tracts. It 15 recommended that as many uwufts of the iwo
miin sets of buildings as can be used fo advantage by the Department be retnined
and that suthorization be given to sell the balanse of the bulldings for removal .
from the land,:

White gas, ofl, and mineral rights that may be outstanding fn third pariies are
excepted from the purchese, the execufer i3 not asware of any smeh outstanding
rights, but this exception wns made to permit completion of the transaction if a

search of the tifle showed scme outstsnding mineral rights,
©  The above-described lands have been carefully investigated to defermine thelr
suitability for wildlife restoratfon and publle buniing., They are well safted fo
these uges, the price s falr ang reasonable, and it Is recommended that the Depart.
merit be authorized to submit & big in the ampbunt of $200,000 for purchass of these
lands and, if szle to the State i3 approved by the Probafe Court, that acqutsition
funds e teken from the Pitrman-Robertson budget,
o H. D, RUAL
Gumne Divislion
CHARLES B. MILLAR
Eands Division

It was moved by Mr, Cateatera, supported by Mr, Brevitz, that the above
recommendations be coneurred in, The guestion being stated by the

Chair, the motion prevailed. :

Park Lands

The following memorandums were presented to the Commission :
) Janunvy 28, 1955
Memorandum fo the Director: :

Hartwick Pines Skate Park .
160 acres at $50 per acre—&8,000,
SHY See. 2, T2T N, R8 W
;fn;}grs: Wm, J. and Cora B. Fiiday, 1450 Glencoe Road, Winter Park,

orida .

Reservations: Reservation of oll, gas, and other minerals pot Including sand
and gravel for a term of 20 years. Life nse of parcel of land and cabin thereon
described as beginning at NP corner of bridge on Fast Branch of Au Sable
River near § line of sald §EY, thence E 350 feet, N to S bank of said river,
SW'iy along snid bank of river to point of beginning, -
Appraisal: Tand $1,600.00, timber $1,468.00, stteam value £8,100.00, Improve-
ments $4,64100; total $10,707.00; less $2,040.85 value of life reservation above
Stated; net total $8,687.16. -

This fract Is bordered on three sides by state ownershlp and Is one of the few
rematning paveels to be acguired fn the park. The East Branch of the Aw Salle
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DEED.OF REAL ESTATH AT PRIVATE BALE Laws of 1885 3026%

%nsm All ,ﬁim by these Presents: o 1, _ Raymond M. Berry. Exemuter ...
of the Estate or James Vemo r, Doceased,

SPYELEOAY. KU KTDOLLN 08, FAAKAIOD

T

—————————————————

pursumt to an order of the Judge of Ppobate for the Counly of. ......J Qaklaud
Michigan, made at a session of said Probate Court, held at the Probate Office in t.he

_______________________________

which said sale was, by an order made by the said Judge of Probate, on the
day of 19848 .., duly approved and confirmed, and 1, the said

. Raymond H, Berry, Execubor _......_. ————————— S
was directed and empowered to execute and deliver & proper convepance of siid real estate so sold and disposed of at

the purchacer thereof, sgrcéb!e to the Statute in such case made 2nd provided.
“Now, Therefore, Know Ye, That 1, Baymend H._ Bepry, Exeoutar,
_______________________________________ , by virtee and In pursuance of the sald several orders and decrees

above referped to, and in consideration of the sum of-ﬁ@__ﬂmrﬁif artz=Twe Tacvssnd (§242,000.00)

........................................ Mrmme o cunam e nmam— e e e meeeDDOHETS, prid to me the
wid Raymond H, Berry, Execubor _______ s , by the wid
Stafe of MAahdgaa. .o it n b S e
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, I have sold and disposed of, and do hereby grant, sell, and convey unto
the said __.State of Michigan, and tbs . e
Rt
mngns forever, sll the estate, right, title and interest of the md---!ﬂh&! ......................
in and to the following dascribed Jands, towits .o e SUP——

Land sometines referred to a» MARCADIA RIDGE FARMSN, situated in the Townships
of Arcsdia and Hayfield, County of Lapesr, State of Michigan, to-wit:

T8 R RI11E TOWNSHIP OF ARCADIA ACRES
Section 51 -SW 1/4 160,00 %
‘Bection 6: -SE 1/4 160,00
Section 71 -Entire Frl. 630.88 ,
Section 8: -W 1/2 , 320,00
Section 181 - Entirs Frl. except 5B 1/4 of KE 1I/4 5874k
Section 19: -N 1/2 of NK 1/4 40,00 -
~WW Frl. /4 150,86
~§ 20 aores of W 1/4 of SW 1/4 20,00 -
~ W 1/2 of MW 1/4 of SW 1/, of NE 1/4 5,00,
T 8 N, R 10 E, TOMNSHIP OF MAYFIFLD '
Ssction 12: -8 1/2 of MW 1/4 . 80.00 |
=5 1/2 except NW l/h of SW1/k 280,00 -
ﬁPart-QlElkotNE 4 lying E of Hwy. 11,00
~Part 8 1/2 of NE 1/4 lylng W of Hwy. 66,00
Section 131 -Part NE lying E of Hwy. : 75.00- -
-E 1/2 of SW 1/4 80,00
-8B 1/4 160,00
320,00

Section 24:-- N




Contnining

‘Together, wnth all and smguhr the tenements, hercdnamcnts and eppunenmces thernmtu be!ongmg or in any-

wnse appertaining:
In Witness

r,s zﬁm sxl/ 5 . 40,00 ’.
~W'1/2 of'SE R 2 80.00 i
<8E 1/4 of 'SE 1/4 sxcept 1 scre square in NE corner . 39,00 &
—Né;araa!ﬂ!l/hafﬁkl/k lying B of Hwy. 8,00

e e S e N R R T e e e e

3,351 20 noros, more or lua;

F
F
'H

Whereof, _X________. ~-have hereunto set _ugr__-,hmd,...--and sux----uu_}}.t.!!--_-

i Y,

. the Estate of Jamed Vernor, Daorgsd.

: v - .

L e mie e SRS ¢ 4% % )

; * .

!‘-‘; - e g s S e _r.a.,,.{r-‘i,@?é?)a"-' ! 1
[ _ . . V. y '
:

5 RN X 15 S, ERIY SR v { MO

i

i 19-aPl-.., before me appeared. v amnmnenn. DAVRONL Bo DOREY e o cmme

i to me personally known, who, being by me duly sworn, did say that.___he_is, the Ma ........... of

- --the_estatm of Jamea Vernor, Deceased, . . _________________ wmmsmmmmmmmm——imm——

... .cxecuted the foregolng deed by vittue and in-pursuznce of the orders and detfeei of the

-and that as such. . _h

PRUDECY

Bapeer oA v

. B3&0-7

Probite Court for

executed the same For the intents and purpotes therein mentioned,
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