Proposed Acquisition Application Scoring Criteria for 2009
FINAL DRAFT FOR PUBLIC REVIEW
	1.  Need for Project 

	A.   Rationale for the Project—The proposed project is consistent with the community/state recreation plan’s goals and objectives and is adequately justified in terms of the need for additional protection of its natural resources and the public’s right to access the site.
	20

	B.   Collaboration—The plan (or application) was developed through collaboration with stakeholders that may include adjacent communities, non-profit organizations, user groups, and other entities as appropriate.
	20

	C. 
Public Support—The application/recreation plan demonstrates that the proposed project is widely supported in the community/region. Also, there is minimal public opposition to the proposed project or applicant is working to address the concerns.  Opposition based primarily on the desire to keep the public from the state’s natural resources will not be considered.
	20

	Maximum Possible Points (A + B + C)  
	60

	2. Site and Project Quality 

	A  Compatibility—Site is compatible with its intended purpose. Site is compatible with the proposed site design, if the site is to have developed facilities in the future. Site design is clear and understandable.
	20

	B.  Ability to Get to the Site—The park can be directly and safely accessed and is appropriately located for the type of project.  For urban projects, site is on a public transportation route.
	20

	C.  Programming/Marketing—the applicant has addressed how they will make the public aware of the project.
	20

	D.  Green Infrastructure—Proposed project is part of a green infrastructure plan for the community, region, or ecoregion.
	20

	E.   Property will be purchased fee simple.
	20

	Maximum Possible Points (A + B + C + D + E)   
	100

	3.  Applicant History 

	A.  Per capita acquisition grant assistance (MNRTF, LWCF) received by the applicant exceeds the median value awarded to all communities (excluding withdrawn projects).
	    0

	B.  Per capita acquisition grant assistance (MNRTF, LWCF) received by the applicant is less than the median value awarded to all communities(excluding withdrawn projects).
	   20

	C.  Applicant has never received an acquisition grant from the recreation grant program (MNRTF, LWCF).
	40

	D. Compliance with Program Procedures—the applicant is in compliance with all requirements at park sites that have been acquired or developed with recreation grant assistance in the past—including signage requirements (waived for MNRTF projects until signs are available).  Also, the applicant has complied with Department procedures while completing grant-assisted projects (acquisition and development) awarded in the past 6 years.  Give points if the applicant has never received a grant.
	10

	E.   Applicant has not closed, sold, or otherwise transferred use or control of any park or recreation facility for non-public recreation purposes within the past 5 years; OR applicant has closed, sold, or otherwise transferred use or control of any park or recreation facility for non-public recreation purposes within the past 5 years but has provided a compelling reason for the action OR applicant has completed mitigation.  
	10

	F.   Applicant has a formal recreation department/DNR division or parks committee.
	10

	Maximum Possible Points (A or B or C) + D + E + F 
	70

	4.  Natural Resource Protection and Use

	A.  The project will effectively protect the most imperiled or desired natural resources, such as the rarest species or community types, important bird areas, land that will become part of the Pigeon River Country SF, and areas for natural resource-based recreation that would address an existing need.
	60

	B.  Project will effectively protect imperiled or desired natural resources, but the need for protection/access is not as dire or the amount of protection offered by the project is not as great.
	40

	C.  Project will contribute towards the protection of imperiled or desired natural resources.
	20

	D.  Project will provide a good quality hunting or fishing opportunity.
	20

	Maximum Possible Points (A or B or C) + D
	80

	5. Financial Need of the Applicant

	A.  Upper one-third median household income (greater than $44, 667)*
	0

	B.  Middle one-third median household income ($35,735 - $44,667)*
	20

	C.  Lowest one-third median household income (up to $35,734)*
	40

	*Grant Coordinator may consider the median household income of the population to be served by the proposed project in lieu of the applicant’s MHI
	

	Maximum Possible Points (A or B or C)  
	40

	6. Urban Area Recreation Opportunities (parks within the urban boundaries defined by the U.S. Census Bureau)

	A. Park is within the political boundaries of a core city or inner ring city for a Metropolitan Statistical Area.
	40

	B. Park is within the Urbanized Area for a  Metropolitan Statistical Area.
	30

	C. Park is within the political boundaries of a core city for a Micropolitan Statistical Area.
	20

	D. Park is within an Urbanized Cluster--areas surrounding the core city of a Micropolitan Statistical Area or other, smaller communities defined as Urban Clusters.
	10

	Maximum Possible Points (A or B or C or D)  
	40

	7. Local Match 

	Local Match Percentage
	Top ~2% Median Household Income*
	Top 1/3rd MHI
	Middle 1/3rd MHI
	Bottom 1/3rd MHI

	0-25%
	0
	0
	0
	0

	26-29%
	0
	0
	10
	15

	30-39%
	0
	10
	20
	30

	40-49%
	10
	20
	30
	45

	50%+
	20
	30
	40
	60

	* Those communities with Median Household Income values greater than $80,000

	Maximum Possible Points 
	60

	8.  Entrance Fees 

	There will be an entrance fee with no waiver
	0

	There will be an entrance fee with partial or full waiver but effectiveness in bringing people with low incomes into the park is questionable; OR 
   Park entrance fee will be waived, reduced, or by-donation-only on a regular basis for all users.
	15

	No planned entrance fee; OR

Site will be readily accessible by methods other than the automobile and there will be no entrance fee when using these alternative methods to get to the park (e.g., public transportation, bicycle, walk-in); OR 
There will be an entrance fee with partial or complete waiver available and the waiver policy is likely to be effective in bringing people with low incomes into the park.
	  30

	Maximum Possible Points (A or B or C) 
	30

	TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS UNDER CRITERIA 1-8
	480
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